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SUMMARY  OF  THIS  ISSUE. 

The  more  notable  items  only  are  dealt  with. 


Articles  and  Communlcatlonst 

Tlie  proposed  new  chemical  tariff  in  the  United  States  is 
the  subject  of  an  editorial  article  on  p.  49. 

Mr.  John  C.  Umney  warns  the  trade  again.st  the  occur- 
rence on  the  market  of  santonin  adulterated  with  acetanilide 
(p.  61  and  p.  50). 

Further  interest  is  added  to  the  "  Dictionary  of  Applied 
Chemistry  "  by  letters  from  Sir  Edward  Thorpe  and  Mr. 
W.  Kirkby  on  p.  61. 

The  gravity  and  intricacies  of  the  ijroposed  scheduling  of 
diethyl  barbituric  acid,  sulphonal,  and  their  derivatives  is 
the  subject  of  our  first  editorial,  beginning  on  p.  48. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Java  Government  cinchona 
undertakings  is  commented  on,  and  the  latest  developments 
in  regard  to  the  cinchona  planting  are  also  referred  to  (p.  49). 

Much  of  the  storax  on  the  market  has  boen  deprived  of  its 
odorous  constituents.  Messrs.  C.  A.  Hill  and  T.  T.  Cocking 
gi'ie  full  particulars  in  a  communication  cn  p.  £2.  See  also 
p.  50. 

"  Xrayser's  "  topics  this  w-eek  are  insurance  of  chemists' 
employes,  the  chemi.sts'  register,  the  new  "  certificate,"  sub- 
stitution, pepsin,  and  Miss  Stoddart's  Life  of  Paracelsus 
(p.  47). 

Chemists  who  have  been  using  bay  rum  made  with  in- 
dustrial methylated  spirits  for  compounding  other  hair-pre- 
oarations  should  note  the  Avarning  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Customs  and  Excise  (p.  51). 

In  this  week's  article  on  National  Insurance  Dispensing 
Mr.  G.  P.  Forrester  oontra.sts  the  German  and  Italian 
systems  of  charging  for  such  dispensing,  with  suggested 
schemes  for  Great  Britain  (p.  51). 

News  of  the  Week. 


July  15.  1912,  is  the  date  on  which  the  National  Insurance 
Act  wiil  come  into  operation  (p.  44). 

The  Vivisection  Commission's  report  has  been  published. 
It  leaves  matters  where  they  were  (p.  45). 

Sir  William  Ramsay  has  been  experimenting  on  the  Bath 
thermal  waters,  and  given  a  lecture  on  their  therapeutic 
properties  (p.  34). 

The  Association  President  this  week  is  Mr.  W.  A.  Bell,  of 
Portsmouth,  who  has  succeeded  Mr.  T.  A.  White,  a  candi- 
date for  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  (p.  53). 

The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  has 
been  asked  to  advise  Dublin  Castle  as  to  regulating  the  sale 
of  liquid  ammonia  under  the  19C8  Act  (p.  43). 

Mr.  Chiozza  Money,  M.P..  and  Mr.  Cassell,  M.P.,  have 
been  questioning  the  Chancellor  of  the  E-xchequer  about  the 
Insurance  Act  benefits,  touching  on  doctors  (p.  45). 

Amo.ng  the  deaths  recorded  are  C'olonel  Lambkin, 
Administrative  Medical  Officer  in  South  Africa;  Dr.  Cluckie, 
of  Stranraer;  .and  Mr.  A.  E.  Ekins,  of  St.  Albans  (p.  41). 

The  Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  (Mr. 
Currie),  speaking  at  Leeds,  dealt  w-ith  some  misconceptions 
regarding  national-insurance  dispensing,  and  indicated  how 
the  Pharmaceutical  Committees  will  be  constituted  (p.  56). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society's  evening  meeting  had  before 
it  a  paper  by  Messrs.  Bennett  and  Gamble  on  osmotic  pres- 
sure, which  embodied  practical  information  on  isotonic 
solutions ;  while  Mr.  W.  R.  Pratt  gave  the  result  of  a  long 
research  on  the  analysis  of  ferri  quin.  cit.  c.  strychnina,  in 
which  he  recommends  the  L'.S.P.  method  for  the  determina- 
tion of  the  iron,  and  Harrison  and  Gair's  process  for  the 
separation  and  assay  of  the  alkaloids  (jD.  42). 

Trade  and  IVtarket  Matterg. 

Some  particulars  in  regard  to  the  Sicilian  market  for 
citric  materials  is  given  on  page  57. 

The  coal  strike  has  reduoe<l  business  to  a  minimum  in 
the  markets.  Quicksilver,  cream  of  tartar,  glucofse,  maize 
starch,  soda  nitrate,  fine  Tonquin  musk,  petroleum,  and 
Japanese  peppermint  oil  are  all  more  or  less  higher;  while 
cheaper  products  include  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil.  Belgian 
castor  oil,  American  peppermint  oil,  shellac  (auction),  and 
wahoo  bark  (p.  57). 
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ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  NEWS. 

When  sending:  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 

Brevities. 

A  fire  which  broke  out  on  March  6  at  the  works  of 
Messrs.  Eobinsou  &  JSons,  surgical-dressings'  makers, 
Furnace  Hill,  Chesterfield,  was  subdued  by  the  staff  before 
■any  serious  damage  ha^d  been  done. 

"Chemists  to  the  Nation"  and  "Dispensers  to  the 
Nation  "  are  the  latest  descriptions  assumed  by  Boots  Cash 
Chemists,  Ltd.  They  were  prominent  lines  in  a  page 
advertisement  in  several  morning  papers  last  week. 

At  the  funeral  of  the  late  Mr.  David  Hunter  Oxen  on 
March  6,  the  North  Staffs  Chemists'  Association  were 
represented  by  Messrs.  T.  C.  Cornwell  (President), 
Edmund  Jones  (past-President),  and  Alderman  C.  J.  Wain. 

The  mont'lily  medal  of  the  London  Chemists'  Ciolfing 
Society  has  been  won  by  Mr.  P.  N.  Taylor,  Walthamstow. 
We  are  asked  to  'remind  monthly  medal  winners  that  the 
final  thirty-isix  hole  competition  for  the  gold  medal  will 
be  played  off  from  March  27  to  April  2. 

The  Rhyl  Amateur  Dramatic  Society,  which  is  imder 
the  guidance  of  Mr.  Percy  J.  Ashfield,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Rhyl,  performed  the  farcical  romance  "  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  "  to  a  full  house  on  March  8. 
The  title-role  was  taken  by  Mr.  Ashfield. 

The  organisers  of  the  Optical  Convention  which  is  to  be 
iield  in  June  have  obtained  subscriptions  to  a  guarantee 
fund  amounting  to  over  1,000/.  The  fund  will  be  devoted 
to  securing  the  production  of  an  illustrated  catalogue  of 
the  exhibits  and  printing  the  proceedings  of  the  meetings. 
The  exhibition  is  to  be  held  in  the  buildings  of  the  Science 
Museum  at  South  Kensington. 

At  the  Leeds  Assizes  Mr.  Justice  Avorv  sentenced 
William  Rooker  (29)  and  William  Bower  (22)  to  fifteen 
months'  hard  labour,  and  George  Bower  (18)  to  undergo 
similar  punishment  for  nine  months,  for  stealing  a  leather 
bag  from  Mr.  Heman  Adolphus  Molz,  drug-vendor.  Spring 
Vale  Road,  Sheffield.  Prisoners  sandbagged  prosecutor, 
the  affair  creating  quite  a  sensation  at  the  time. 

The  "New  Phytologist,"  Vol.  X.,  Nos.  9  and  10, 
pp.  307-328,  contains  an  article  by  Mr.  G.  Clari<age  Druce, 
of  Oxford,  on  the  floristic  results  obtained  by  the  Inter- 
national Phyto-geographical  excursion  in  the  British  Isles. 
Mr.  Druce  considers  that  the  results  and  new  discoveries 
show  that  he.  as  floristic  botanist,  must  not  be  con- 
tent with  studying  the  individual,  but  must  also  investi- 
gate its  neighbovu's  and  environment. 

The  funeral  of  Mr.  Charles  Edward  Stuart,  B.Sc, 
director  of  Brady  &  Martin,  Ltd.,  -whose  death  we 
announced  last  week,  took  place  at  St.  Andrew's  Cemetery, 
Newcastle,  on  March  7.  The  chief  mourners  were  :  Mrs. 
Stuart,  widows;  Mr.  A.  Stuart,  brother;  Miss  M.  Stuart, 
Miss  S.  M.  Stuart,  Miss  P.  Stuart,  and  Miss  D.  Stuart, 
daughters;  Miss  M.  Stuart  and  Miss  I.  M.  Stuart,  sisters; 
Mr.  H.  Stuart,  brother;  Mr.  D.  M.  Stuart,  neohew ;  Mr. 
and  Miss  Martin;  Dr.  ar.d  Mrs.  W.  Martin;  and  Jilr.  B. 
Fletcher. 

The  programme  relating  to  the  "  Scenes  from  Shakes- 
peare "  given  by  the  members  of  the  Stowmarket  Uni- 
versity E.xtension  Society  on  March  12,  contains  skittish 
advertisements  decorated  with  rough  drawings  supposedly 
from  local  tradesmen.  Three  chemists  in  the  district  are 
piclted  out  therein.  Mr.  S.  Stearn  is  made  to  give  promin- 
ence to  "  Caboss,"  the  new  meat-extract.  Gostling's 
"  Dinneroids,"  a  seven-course  dinner  in  tablet  form,  in 
which  you  can  taste  all  the  courses  at  once,  are  por- 
trayed "life-size";  while  Wilson's  "  Wolsey  Makulene," 
showing  a  ponderous  individual  as  "I  was"  and  a  slim 
man  as  "  I  am,"  is  attributed  to  Mr.  T.  Wilson. 

Hearts  of  Oali  and  Insurance  Dispensing. 

The  Executive  Council  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Benefit 
Society  has  considered  the  resolutions  come  to  at  the 
British  Medical  Association  delegates'  meeting  last  month, 
and  protests  that  the  demands  are  unreasonable  and  extra- 
vagant.      An  emphatic  protest  is   also  entered  against 


extending  greater  powers  to  the  medical  profession  in 
regard  to  the  question  of  complaints,  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil being  of  opinion  that  adequate  safeguards  are  pro- 
vided in  the  Act  against  any  improper  use  by  a  member 
of  his  right  to  complain  in  the  event  of  professional  neglect 
on  the  part  of  his  medical  attendant.  The  attitude  of 
the  medical  profession  respecting  the  2/.-income  limit  is 
aliso  strongly  opposed,  and  the  whole  demands  of  the 
British  Medical  Association  appear  to  so  seriously  affect 
the  welfare  of  the  community  as  to  render  it  necessary 
that  the  Commissioners  should  be  strengthened  by  the  use 
of  an  important  Society  in  resisting  these  demands.  To 
this  end  it  is  suggested  that  the  Commissioners  should 
consider  the  practicability  and  wisdom  of  handing  to  the 
Approved  Societies  the  6.s.  allowed  under  the  Act,  and 
placing  upon  these  Societies  the  responsibility  of  making 
their  own  arrangements  for  the  medical  attendance  of 
their  members. 

Bath  Waters. 

At  a  meeting  held  in  the  Pump-room,  Bath,  on  March  11, 
Sir  William  Ramsay,  K.C.B.,  gave  an  account  of  his  recent 
investigations  of  the  Bath  hot  springs.  Recorded  analyses 
show  that,  in  addition  to  the  usual  constituents  in  ordinary 
drinking-water,  Bath  waters  contain  small  quantities  of 
strontium  and  lithium,  as  well  as  traces  of  bromine.  As 
most  mineral  waters  used  in  Europe  during  past  ages  for 
curative  purposes  agreed  in  containing  helium,  the  Bath 
waters  had  been  examined  as  to  their  content  of  niton, 
the  emanation  of  radium.  In  twenty-four  hours  the  King's 
Well  gave  off  4,927  litres  of  gas  containing  in  10,000  parts 
360  parts  of  carbon  dioxide  and  9,640  parts  of  nitrogen, 
etc.,  including  73.63  parts  of  argon,  23.34  of  neon,  and 
2.97  of  helium.  In  the  water  of  the  King's  Well  there  was 
0.1387  mgs.  of  radium  per  million  litr-es.  If  the  niton  was 
represented  by  the  weights  of  radium  capable  of  forming 
the  niton  present  in  a  million  litres  of  water  or  gas,  the 
figures  for  the  water  of  the  King's  Well,  the  Cross  Bath, 
and  the  Hetling  Bath  were  respectively  1.73,  1.19,  and 
1.70,  and  for  the  gas  from  the  King's  Well  33.65.  Unfor- 
tunately it  is  impossible  to  compare  the  radioactivity  of 
Bath  waters  with  foreign  waters,  as  the  latter  are  stated  in 
uncertain  units.  In  connection  with  the  possible  modes 
of  use.  Sir  William  said  the  skin-absorption  of  niton  would 
be  increased  by  connecting  the  patient  with  the  negative 
pole  of  a  battery  (at  a  potential  of  100  volts  or  even  more) 
and  placing  the  other  pole  in  the  bath.  In  a  bath  contain- 
ing a  cubic  metre  of  Bath  water  there  would  be  roughly 
one-thousandth  of  a  milligi-am  of  niton,  which  apparently 
is  not  a  dangerous  dose.  Administration  of  stronger 
doses  is  possible  with  a  spraying-machine,  especially  if 
natural  gas  be  used  for  breaking  up  the  fluid,  when  the 
potency  would  be  nearly  twenty  times  that  of  the  water. 

The  Shops  Act. 

The  chemists  of  Ryde  (I.W.)  have  decided  to  clpse  their 
pharmacie.^  on  Thursdays  at  1  p.m.  throughout  the  year. 

The  tradesmen  of  Idle  have  decided  to  change  the  half- 
holiday  from  Tuesday  to  Wednesday,  in  order  to  come 
into  line  with  the  new  closing  order  under  the  Shops  Act 
at  Bradford. 

Birmingham  chemists  are  in  favour  of  adopting  Wed- 
nesday as  the  closing-day.  At  a  large  meeting  held  last 
week  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  E.  Corfield  it  was 
decided  to  ask  the  Council  of  the  'Midland  Pharmaceutical 
Association  to  take  steps  with  the  view  of  securing  the 
closing-order  for  the  afternoon  of  that  day. 

Analysts'  Affairs. 

The  Bristol  analyst  in  1911  condemned  three  out  of 
forty  drug-samples — viz.,  Seidlitz  powder,  compound 
liquorice-powder,  and  borax  and  honey  ointment. 

The  Hull  City  Council  on  March  7  decided  to  increase 
the  salary  of  the  city  analyst  and  bacteriologist  (Mr. 
A.  R.  Tankard)  by  507.,  in  two  instalments  of  25?.  An 
amendment  to  defer  the  increase  owing  to  the  rising  rates 
was  defeated.  The  present  salary  is  350?.  per  annum. 
Liverpool  Notes. 

Mr.  Sendall,  the  town  traveller  of  Messrs.  Clay,  Dod  & 
Co.,  has  recovered  from  his  recent  attack  of  ptomaine- 
poisoning. 
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Councillor  Herman  has  been  appointed  Chairman  of  the 
Liverpool  Chemists'  Association's  JBusiness  Committee, 
which  was  formed  recently. 

Messrs.  Woolworth,  Ltd.,  are  tempting  customers  with 
two  bottles  of  Cascara  tablets  (25's)  for  M.  On  the  other 
hand,  they  are  getting  7>d.  for  1^-oz.  vaselines. 

Wine-licences. 

The  York  City  Bench  on  March  12  granted  a  medicated- 
wine  licence  to  Mr.  Mark  Frederick  Burgin,  Ph.C, 
54  Coney  Street. 

The  wine-Iioence  held  by  Mr.  S.  F.  Waxdley,  chemist 
and  druggist,  140  High  Street,  Tonbridge,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  Mr.  T.  J.  Clarke,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Mr.  Richard  Morgan,  chemist,  Ystradmynach,  was 
granted  a  wine-licence  at  Caerphilly  on  March  12  on  the 
understanding  that  only  medicated  wines  were  sold. 

"  Off  "  wine-licences  have  been  granted  to  Mrs.  Fields, 
North  Bar  Street,  Beverley,  and  i\Ir.  W.  E.  Maud,  J. P., 
chemist  and  druggist,  for  his  branch  at  Knottingley. 

The  wine-licence  at  79  Main  Street,  Bingley,  held  by 
Mr.  Wm.  E.  Mason,  has  been  transferred  to  Mr.  T.  J.  B. 
Todd,  assistant  secretary  of  Taylors'  Drug  Co.,  Ltd. 

The  Licensing  Justices  have  confirmed  the  medicated- 
wine  licences  grante^d  to  Mx.  C.  Cowle,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Yeovil,  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Oliver,  J. P.,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Maid.stone. 

At  Horncastle  on  March  9,  Mr.  H.  Carlton,  chemist 
and  druggist,  8  High  Street,  Horncastle,  was  granted  an 
"off  "  wine-licence.  The  local  Licensed  Victuallers'  Asso- 
ciation opposed,  and  during  the  hearing  of  evidence  the 
panopepton  difficulty  was  referred  to.  Mr.  Carlton  said 
he  would  undertake  to  sell  medicated  wines  only,  and 
explained  that  he  considered  Keystone  Burgundy  was 
included  in  this  category.  The  Bench,  in  granting  the 
application,  said  that  they  considered  the  licence  a  neces- 
sity, and  that  it  would  be  unfair  not  to  grant  it  considering 
that  another  chemist  in  the  town  held  one. 

The  following  applications  for  "  off  "  wine-licences  have 
been  refused  : 

Waller  &  Biley,  Ltd.,  chemists,  65  Newport  Street,  Bolton. 

Mr.  Jesse  Jones,  chemist  and  druggist,  117  Derby  Street, 
Bolton. 

Mr.  \Vm.  Henry  Hey,  chemist  and  druggist,  Evenwood, 
Bishop  Auckland. 

Mr.  F.  E.  Palmer,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bury  Street, 
Norwich.    A  clergyman  supported  the  application. 

Mr.  L.  C.  Hall,  chemist  and  druggist,  57a  Park  R-oad, 
Wigan.  The  opposition  of  the  wine  and  spirits  merchants 
was  successful,  although  the  Chief  Constable  said  that  the 
licence  would  be  a  boon  to  residents  in  the  locality. 

Batley  Co-operative  Society,  Drug  Department,  Commer- 
cial Street,  Batley.  This  ajsplication  was  opposed,  among 
others,  by  the  local  Pharmacists'  Association.  Mr.  Walker, 
solicitor,  on  behalf  of  the  chemists,  pointed  out  that  the 
Co-operative  Society  had  a  right  to  sell  medicated  wines  to 
menibers  without  a  licence.  Mr.  F.  B.  Hirst,  Ph.C, 
manager  of  the  drug  department,  said  that  the  Co-operative 
Society  had  non-members  as  customers,  and  this  created  a 
lot  of  trouble.  He  knew  that  with  the  licence  he  could  supplj- 
any  wine,  but  would  not  do  so.  Mr.  Brearley,  solicitor 
for  applicants,  said  the  opposition  oi  the  chemists  was  based 
on  selfishness. 

Manchester  Tfotes. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Price,  comity  coroner  for  the  past  sixteen 
years  for  the  Manchester  district,  died  suddenly  at 
Ashton-on-Merspy  on  March  10.  Mr.  Price  and  his 
father  held  the  post  between  them  for  the  last  fifty  years. 

Chemists  as  well  as  other  shopkeepers  are  finding  trade 
very  poor  ow-ing  to  the  coal  strike.  Even  the  middle- 
classes,  owing  to  everything  being  dearer,  are  economising 
and  spending  as  little  as  possible,  buying  merely  bare 
necessities. 

The  March  meeting  of  the  Manchester  Pharmaceutical 
Association  is  postponed  until  J\Iarch  27,  when  a  com- 
bined meeting  of  chemists  in  Manchester,  Salford,  and 
district  will  be  held  at  the  Victoria  Hotel  at  3  p.m.,  when 
the  Pharmaceutial  Society's  Federation  scheme  and  the 
appointment  of  a  local  committee  to  deal  with  details 
under  the  Insurance  Act  will  be  considered. 

The  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  ^Manchester  City 
Council,  which  is  seeing  to  the  administration  of  the 


Shops  Act,  has  recently  received  several  deputations 
from  various  bodies  of  Retail  Traders'  Associations,  Shop 
Assistants'  Uinions,  etc.  The  resolutions  from  these 
bodies  are  so  contradictory  that  the  committee  has  now 
decided  to  take  a  special  census  of  the  shops  in  the  sug- 
gested area  (principally  the  city)  and  a  plebiscite  of  the 
tradesmen  may  subsequently  be  taken  on  the  subject. 

PootbaU. 

Boots  Cash  Chemists  F.C.  v.  Army  and  Navy  Drug 
Department  F.C. — This  match,  played  at  Boston  Farm  on 
March  9,  began  sensationally,  the  "Boots"  men  scoring 
three  goals  in  the  first  seven  minut-es.  Half-time  arrived 
with  same  score.  Play  ruled  evenly  in  second  half 
until  the  Stores  men  tired,  when  Lewis,  Stening,  and  Tin- 
worth  added  further  goals,  and  "Boots"  team  won  by 
si.x  goals  to  nil. 

The  annual  football  match,  "  Old  Boys  ''  r.  The  Square, 
was  played  on  Saturday,  March  9,  at  Wormholt  Farm.  A 
fast  and  even  game  resulted  in  a  win  for  The  Square 
by  two  goals  to  nil.  The  players  and  their  supporters 
returned  by  private  motor-'bus  to  the  Boulogne  Restaurant, 
Gerrard  Street,  for  dinner  at  7.30  p.m.  Mr.  E.  T.  Neather- 
coat  occupied  the  chair.  Some  sixty-five  "Square"  men 
sat  down  to  the  dinner,  which  was  an  innovation,  and  voted 
a  great  success  over  all  previous  arrangements.  Mr. 
Neathercoat  commenced  a  discussion  on  the  proposed  "  Old 
Boys  "  Association,  and  several  among  those  present  gave 
their  advice  and  suggestions.  A  provisional  committee  was 
arranged,  composed  of  Messrs.  Allen,  Hewlett,  Hampshire, 
Nelson,  Surfleet,  Pratt,  Professor  Crossley,  Professor 
Greenish,  and  Mr.  Harry  Martin  (Secretary),  who  were 
empowered  to  call  a  mass  meeting  at  Bloomsbury  Square 
on  some  convenient  date  in  April  to  discuss  and  form  an 
"Old  Boys"  Association.  A  most  enjoyable  evening  ter- 
minated to  the  strains  of  "  Who  Killed  Cock  Robin?  "  and 
"  Auld  Lang  Syne." 


IRISH  NEWS. 

When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

Mr.  H.  Weir.  Ph.C,  has  recently  purchased  English's 
Medical  Hall,  ^Nlullingar. 

The  liquidator  of  John  Clarke  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Belfast,  ha« 
offered  to  accept  in  full  settlement  a  moiety  of  the  amount 
owing  for  unreturned  empties  by  the  Ardee  and  the  Castle- 
blayney  Giuardians. 

Messrs.  H.  Williams  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  chemists  and  drug- 
gists, Dublin,  have  declared  a  dividend  of  10  per  cent,  on 
the  ordinary  shares.  The  profit  last  year  w^as  8,388Z.,  an 
increase  of  1.400?.  on  the  previous  year. 

The  Sligo  Board  of  Guardians  have  resolved  to  display 
notices  in  their  dispensaries  that  no  medicines  can  be 
supplied  to  child  messengers.  This  step  has  been  taken  on 
the  advice  of  the  doctors,  who  fear  the  danger  of  entrust- 
ing poisonous  liniments  to  children. 

Drugs  and  Medical  Appliances  Contracts. 
Irish  Boards  of  Guardians  are  at  present  dealing  with 
the  tenders  for  the  supply  of  medicines  and  medical  and 
surgical  appliances  for  the  year  beginning  April  1.  The 
following  have  been  arranged,  the  percentages  indicated 
being  the  discounts  allowed  off  the  standard  list  : 


Medicines 

Surgical  Appliances 

Cookstown 

Donegal 
Downpatrick ... 
Dundalk 
Edenderry 
Loughrea 
New  Ross 

Newry  

Omagh  

Boileau  &  Boyd  (Dub- 
lin), 

Boileau&Boyd,31i% 
Boileau  &  Boyd 
|Boileau&Boyd.34i% 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  33i% 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  26i% 
Fannin  &  Co.  (Dub- 
lin). 33*  % 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  36  % 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  34i% 

S.  Connor  &  Sons 

(Newry). 
Same  contractors,  35J  % 
S.  Connor  &  Sons 
S.  Connor  &  Sons.  38i% 
Same  contractors,  33i% 
Same  contractors,  26i  % 
R.  Sunmer&  Co. (Liver- 
pool!, 274  % 
S.  Connor  &Sons,41i  % 
8.  Connor  &  Sons,  39% 
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SCOTTISH  NEWS. 

When  sendiner  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

Mr.  Edwin  Allan,  chemist,  Aberdeen,  will  remove 
shortly  from.  291  to  4  Union  Grove. 

Mr.  Wm.  F.  Hay,  chemist,  ie  removing  from  29  Rose 
Street,  Aberdeen,  to  476  Union  Street,  close  to  Holburn 
Junction. 

A  fire  occurred  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  Skinner,  chemist  and 
druggist,  12  Barnton  Street,  Stirling,  on  March  9,  but  the 
damage  done  was  small. 

The  chemists  in  Ai-broath  have  petitioned  the  Town 
Council  to  grant  a  closing  order  under  the  Shops  Act,  1911, 
to  close  chemists'  shops  at  1  p.m.  on  Wednesdays,  at  10  p.m. 
on  Saturdays,  and  at  8.15  p.m.  on  the  other  weekdays. 

A  petition  for  cessio  has  been  presented  to  the  Sheriff 
.  of  Aberdeen,  Kincardine,  and  Banff,  at  Peterhead,  at  the 
instance  of  Mr.  James  Simpson,  chemist.  Music  Hall 
Buildings,  Peterhead,  Aberdeenshire,  against  Wm.  B.  Gill, 
dentist.  Chapel  Street,  Peterhead.  The  examination  was 
fixed  for  March  15  at  the  Sheriff  Court  House,  Peterhead. 

Dundee. 

Mr.  .T.  Russell  Taylor,  chemist  and  druggist,  189  Strath- 
martine  Road,  Dundee,  having  decided  to  leave  the  drug- 
trade,  has  disposed  of  his  business  there  to  Mr.  Jamieson, 
chemist  and  druggist,  121  Blackscroft,  Dundee. 

Official  intimation  has  been  received  from  the  Scottish 
Office,  Whitehall,  London,  that  the  closing  order  for 
chemists'  shops  promoted  by  Dundee  Town  Council  has 
now  been  confirmed  by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland.  The 
order  is  as  follows  : 

The  Town  Council  ....  do  hereby  order  that  all  phar- 
macists' and  chemists'  and  druggists'  shops  within  the  City 
and  Royal  Burgh  of  Dundee  shall  be  closed  for  serving 
custoinei-s  in  each  year  as  follows — viz.  :  On  Sundays,  at 
8  P.M.  ;  on  Mondays,  Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Fridays,  at 
8.30  P.M.  ;  on  Wednesdays,  at  5  p.m.  ;  and  on  Saturdays,  at 
10  P.M.  Providing  that  this  order  will  not  be  in  force  on 
any  day  immediately  preceding  a  public  holiday,  the  Friday 
inmiediately  jireceding  the  Dundee  Suunner-holiday  Week, 
and  during  the  per'.od  from  Dec3mbGr  14  to  31  (both  days 
inclusive)  in  each  year.  Note. — The  above  order  does  not 
apply  to  the  sa!e  of  medicines  and  medical  and  surgical 
appliances. 

In  the  Dundee  East  Poorliouse  an  inmate  named  Peter 
Cowie  was  accidentally  poisoned.  The  Dundee  Parish 
Council  had  the  matter  before  it  on  March  6.  when  the 
sub-committee  reported  the  result  of  their  investigations. 
Dr.  Dewar,  Medical  Inspector  of  the  L(  eal  Government 
Board,  had  reported  as  follows  : 

"  The  liniment  was  issued  from  the  Poorliouse  dispensary 
by  one  untrained  in  the  nature  and  use  of  drugs,  and  in  an 
ordinary  '  mixture  '  bottle  of  plain  glass.  The  dispenser  in 
the  hospital  makes  up  a  stock-bottle  cf  "  A. B.C.  Liniment  '  for 
use  in  the  Poorhouse.  This  is  kept  in  the  house  dispensary 
and  issued  by  the  labour  master  in  small  ciuantities  to 
inmates  for  whom  it  has  been  prescribed.  Even  though  the 
quantity  is  restricted,  it  has  proved  sufficient  in  this  case  to 
cause  the  death  of  a  feeble  person;  and  in  any  case  its 
issue  in  an  ordinary  bottle  by  an  untrained  person  is 
to  lie  deplored  and  ought  to  be  forbidden.  If  it  can  be 
arranged  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  wore  medicines 
for  u.se  in  the  Poorhouse  given  out  by  a  trained  nurse.  The 
liniment  was  found  by  the  deceased  on  the  mantelshelf  of 
his  ward.  All  medicines,-  whether  for  internal  or  external 
application,  should  be  under  lock  atut  key.  except  what 
may  be  i.ssued  for  immediate  use.  The  only  reservation  is 
in  regard  to  mixfuves  or  the  like  prescribed  for  the  relief 
of  symptoms  such  as  cough,  which,  if  dispensed  in  small 
quantitie-s,  might  be  ontru.sted  to  the  care  of  the  patients 
for  whom  they  were  ordered.'' 

Dr.  Dewar  pointed  out  that  regulations  susK^sted  by  the 
Board  had  thus  been  infringed.  The  committee  reported 
that  it  is  imperative  that  the  Local  Government  Board's 
regulations  should  be  observed,  and  suggested  that  a  nurse 
be  selected  to  accompany  the  medical  officer  on  his  rounds 
of  the  Poorhouse  wards,  and  be  responsible  for  carrying 
out  all  his  instructions  regarding  the  treatment  of  patients 


and  for  medicines,  etc..  ordered  being  duly  administered. 
The  Council  approved  the  recommendations. 

Edinburgh  and  District. 

Several  chemists  report  that  the  proposed  new  whole- 
sale house  is  now  under  way. 

A  representative  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  been 
calling  upon  local  pharmacists  to  see  that  certificates  are 
properly  displayed. 

The  Dean  of  Guild  Court  has  under  consideration  plans 
for  alterations  at  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Duncan.  Flock- 
hart  &  Co..  South  Back  Canongate,  and  Boots',  102  Princes 
Street,  Edinburgh. 

IMrs.  Glode  Guyer,  presiding  over  a  meeting  of  the 
Edinburgh  National  Society  for  Women's  Suffrage  last 
week,  remarked  that  militant  methods  are  bad  for  the 
aidvancement  of  their  cause. 

Mr.  Fred.  Stephenson,  chemist,  IG  Howe  Street,  Edin- 
burgh, is  giving  up  business  in  consequence  of  ill-health. 
Mr.  Stephenson  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  modest 
pharmacists  in  Edinburgh,  and  all  good  wishes  go  with 
■him  in  his  retirement. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  Edinburgh  Pharmacy 
Athletic  Club  will  be  held  at  36  York  Place  on  ^Monday, 
March  18,  at  9  p.m.  The  club  is  entering  upon,  its 
twenty-first  season,  land  the  committee  invite  suggestions 
as  to  how  to  make  memorable  this  year. 

The  many  friends  of  ^Ir.  Robert  Lewis,  chemist  and 
druggist,  will  be  sorry  to  learn  that  he  is  in  somewhat 
feeble  health.  iNIr.  Lewis  is  well  over  eighty  years  of  age, 
and  his  visits  were  always  welcomed  by  those  who  liked 
to  hear  an  old-time  tale  thoroughly  well  told. 

Visitors  to  Edinburgh  should  remember  that  taking 
photographs,  even  with  a  small  hand-camera,  is  forbidden 
in  most  of  the  public  parks  and  gardens,  unless  a  written 
permit  has  been  obtained  from  the  powers-that-be  in 
Parliament  Square.  The  huge  expanse  of  Holyrood  Park 
is  the  latest  area  to  come  within  official  control. 

The  chemists  of  Portobello  met  on  Friday  evening, 
March  8,  to  consider  the  Shops  Act.  All  the  chemists  in 
town  were  present,  and  after  a  very  friendly  interchange 
of  opinions  it  Avas  unanimously  resolved  to  close  one  day 
a  week  at  1  p.m.  for  the  rest  of  the  day  (the  particular  day 
being  left  over  until  it  is  seen  what  other  shopkeepei\s 
decide  upon),  close  on  ^Monday.  Tuesday,  Thursday,  and 
Friday  at  8  p.m.  except  during  July  and  August,  and  to 
close  all  day  on  the  general  holidays. 


INDIA  AND  THE  EAST. 

(From  the  "C,  &  D."  Correspondents.) 


The  Ogawa  DRUG-HOtrsE,  one  of  the  largest  Japanese 
drug  firms  in  Sumarang,  Java,  held  a  New  Year  dinner- 
party on  January  11,  to  which  all  the  Japanese  phar- 
macists and  druggists  in  the  locality  were  invited. 

Cocaine  Smuggling. — At  the  Bombay  Police  Court  on 
February  4,  an  Italian  barber  employed  on  the  Austrian 
Lloyd  steamer  Hapfhurg  was  sentenced  to  three  months' 
imprisonment  for  smuggling  cocaine.  On  his  person  were 
found  five  packets,  amounting  in  all  to  3,850  grains. 

The  Report  of  the  Sind  Excise  Department  for  the  year 
ended  iMarch  31,  1911,  calls  attention  to  the  increased  use 
of  drugs  in  the  Province,  the  consumption  of  opium  alone 
being  about  5  per  cent,  more  than  in  the  previous  year. 
This  is  ascribed  to  a  decrease  in  the  cost  of  drugs  and  an 
increase  in  the  cost  of  liquor. 

Quinine  in  India. — A  Calcutta  correspondent  writes  on 
February  14  that,  "  except  for  a  recrudesce.nce  of  plague 
in  several  towns,  India  seems  to  be  unusually  healthy  at 
the  moment,  and  the  drug-trade  is  decidedly  quiet,  and 
appears  likely  to  be  so.  Certainly  malai'ia  is  less  prevalent 
than  usual  all  over  Northern  India.  In  this  connection 
your  editorial  article  on  cinchona  in  Bengal  (C.  ct-  D.. 
January  27)  draws  a  very  shrewd  moral,  which  is  that 
India  is  overstocked  with  quinine.  This  is  correct,  and 
those  who  consign  it  here — as  some  do — will  sell  it,  but 
after  many  days." 
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FRENCH  NEWS. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Mme.  CuniE  QUITE  Convalescent. — The  celebrated 
lady  chemist,  Mme.  Pierre  Curie,  is  now  quite  con- 
valescent, and  speaks  of  resuming  her  scientific  researches 
by  the  end  of  the  present  month. 

A  DiSENCUMHEHED  PROFESSION. — The  latest  statistics  of 
the  University  of  Paris  show  that  the  School  of  Phar- 
macy has  now  691  students  on  its  books,  of  whom  21  are 
foreigners  and  32  ladies.  Five  years  ago  the  total  was 
953,  ten  years  ago  1,400.  The  number  of  foreigners  has 
always  fluctuated  between  20  and  35 ;  but  the  ladies  were 
at  one  time  more  numerous — 60  was  quite  a  usual  figure; 
in  1905  there  were  88.  The  foreign  element  is  more 
numerous  in  other  faculties ;  about  20  per  cent,  of  the 
students  at  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  are  from  abroad,  at 
the  Faculty  of  Sciences  the  proportion  is  25  per  cent., 
at  the  Faculty  of  Literature  33  per  cent. 

Crude  Glycerin. — The  "Journal  Offjciel"  of  Febru- 
ary 23  contains  a  Presidential  Decree  laying  down  regu- 
lations under  which  the  privilege  of  "temporary  admis- 
sion" may  be  accorded  to  crude  glycerin  and  to  soap- 
makers'  lyes  when  destined  to  be  re-exported  in  the  state 
of  refined'  glycerin.  Declarations  for  the  temporary  im- 
portation of  stich  crude  glycerin  may  only  be  received  at 
the  Customs-houses  of  Paris,  Dunkirk,  Havre,  Blanc- 
Mieseron,  Rouen,  Marseilles,  and  Bordeaux  ;  and  the  re- 
exportation of  pure  glycerin  (which  must  take  place  within 
a  period  of  not  more  than  six  months  from  the  date  of 
importation)  can  only  be  effected  through  the  Customs- 
houses  of  Paris,  Havre,  Marseilles,  and  Bordeaux. 

Railway  Carriage. — A  Parisian  wholesale  dealer  in 
■chemicals  and  pharmaceuticals  forwarded  last  June  a 
carboy  of  glycerin  to  Chatellerault  station.  It  arrived 
broken  and  empty  with  a  handle  wrenched  out.  The 
railway  company  called  in  a  local  basket-maker  to  examine 
the  package.  He  declared  the  carboy  was  in  perfect  con- 
dition except  the  broken  handle,  and  that  the  accident 
was  caused  by  the  heat.  The  railway  company  therefore 
refused  to  pay,  and  the  dealer  wrote  to  the  Paris  Whole- 
sale Druggists'  Association  to  ask  whether  it  were  possible 
that  heat  alone  could  cause  such  an  accident.  The  Asso- 
ciation replied  that  it  was  quite  unnecessary  to  decide 
this  detail.  It  wae  for  the  companj'  to  forward  proof 
that  the  packing  was  defective,  and,  if  unable  to  do  so, 
to  pay  for  the  damage. 

Association  Laboratories. — The  testing  laboratoiy 
•organised  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Association  of  the  Alpes- 
Maritimes  at  Nice,  rather  more  than  a  year  ago,  has  issued 
its  annual  report.  Sixty-four  samples  were  examined,  of 
which  thirty-one  were  in  conformity  with  the  "Codex" 
and  the  rest  left  much  to  be  desired.  Several  of  these 
latter  would  certainly  have  caused  trouble  had  they  come 
under  the  notice  of  an  inspector.  Another  Association 
analysis  laboratory  has  been  organised  at  Tours.  122  phar- 
macists belonging  to  the  Centre-Berry-Beauce  Federation 
being  .^subscribers.  From  ^May  15  to  December  15,  1911, 
sixty-five  samjiles  were  analysed;  nineteen  were  found  by 
Professor  Villedieu  not  to  be  in  conformity  with  the 
"  Codex."  Fifty-six  samples  of  belladonna  were  also 
specially  examined  and  the  interesting  discovery  made 
that  most  of  the  defective  samples  came  from  the  same 
wholesale  druggists. 

Inspection  or  Pharmacies.— To  facilitate  the  applica- 
tion of  the  Anti-Adulteration  Act,  the  ;Ministers  of  Agri- 
culture and  Public  Instruction  have  divided  France  into 
ten  districts.  Six  Southern  departments  will  send  samples 
taken  by  inspectors  in  pharmacies  for  analysis  to  the 
Superior  School  of  Pharmacy  at  IMontpellier,  four  Eastern 
departments  to  that  of  Nancy.  The  laboratory  of  the 
jMixed  Faculty  of  Bordeaux  will  deal  with  six  depart- 
ments, that  of  Lille  with  three,  Lyons  with  five.  Toulouse 
with  seven.  The  samples  from  three  Western  depart- 
ments will  go  to  Nantes,  from  three  others  to  Rennes, 
leaving  the  rest  of  France  (about  50  per  cent,  of  the  whole) 
to  the  Paris  Laboratory  at  the  Superior  School  of  Phar- 
macy, of  which  the  competence  ranges  from  Savoy  to  the 


Seine  estuary,  from  the  Calvados  to  the  Cantal  and  the 
Cote  d'Or.  This  new  regulation  is  an  amplification  of  a 
previous  decree  concerning  the  control  of  medicinal  and 
hygienic  substances. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  NEWS. 

(From  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 
"The  Chemist  and   Druggist"   is  regrularly  supplied  by  order 
to  all  the  members  of  the  seven  Societies  and  Associations  oi 
Chemists  in  British  South  Africa,  as  well  as  to  other  chemists 
in  business  there. 


Cape  Province. 

Personal. — Mr.  J.  Main,  manager  of  Messrs.  Petersen, 
Ltd.,  Johannesburg,  was  on  a  vacation  visit  to  the  Cape 
Peninsula  when  the  mail  left. 

A  Serious  Outbreak  of  what  is  believed  to  be  anthrax 
had  broken  out  among  hor.ses  in  the  Klipdam  district 
of  the  Cape  just  before  the  mail  left,  and  a  dozen  of  the 
animals  have  succumbed  in  twenty-four  hours. 

Bubonic  Plague. — Durban  is  now  free  from  this  dread  3d 
disease.  Cape  Town  and  other  large  centres  are  all  taking 
the  utmost  precautious  to  see  that  there  is  no  outbreak 
within  their  boundaries,  and  a  thorough  search  for  rats, 
dead  or  alive,  is  being  instituted.  So  says  the  ]\Iedical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Transvaal. 

Smallpox. — The  authorities  at  Johannesburg  notify  that 
the  epidemic  of  smallpox  there  has  been  stamped  out. 

The  Death  of  Mr.  A.  G.  Mew,  manager  of  the  photo- 
graphic department  of  Messrs.  Lennon,  Ltd.,  Johannes- 
burg, occurred  at  the  General  Hospital,  Johannesburg,  on 
February  3  from  pneumonia.  Mr.  Mew  went  to  South 
Africa  from  England  about  eight  years  ago. 

The  Mining  Exhibition  held  recently  in  Johannesburg 
mider  the  auspices  of  the  Chemical,  Metallurgical,  and 
^Mining  Society  contained  a  fine  display  by  ^Messrs.  Lennon. 
Ltd.,  of  first-aid  requirements,  oxygen  apparatus  for 
gassing  accidents  and  rescue  work,  and  the  Keiker  sleigh, 
specially  adapted  for  extricating  injured  persons  from 
mines,  as  well  as  many  other  new  appliances  for  assayei's 
and  prospectors. 

At  the  Jepper  Police  Court  on  February  7,  Charles 
William  Hyland,  chemist,  carrying  on  business  at  the 
corner  of  Betty  Street  and  Commissioner  Street,  Johan- 
nesburg, appeared  on  charges  of  wrongfully  and  unlaw- 
fully practising  as  a  dentist  and  as  a  medical  practitioner. 
The  chief  witness  was  a  second-hand  clothes  dealer  named 
Harris  Rock,  who  stated  that  he  had  a  tooth  extracted  by 
defendant  on  both  November  16  and  November  23.  He 
paid  accused  15.?.  and  lO.s.  for  the  two  extractions.  Owing 
to  trouble  with  his  jaw,  he  had  to  go  to  a  medical  man. 
Mr.  Wm.  David  Qainn,  dentist,  in  his  evidence,  stated 
that  if  a  man  drew  teeth  and  charged  for  the  work  he. 
ipso  facto,  practised  as  a  dentist.  The  further  hearing 
was  postponed. 

Unlawful  Possession  of  Opium. — At  the  Criminal 
Sessions  held  at  Johannesburg  on  February  13,  Mr.  Justice 
Bristowe  imposed  a  fine  of  70/.,  or  alternative  of  three 
months'  imprisonment,  with  hard  labour,  on  Joseph  Right- 
house,  chemist,  who  pleaded  guilty  to  having  had  124  lb. 
of  opium  in  his  possession  for  vv'hich  due  entry  had  not 
been  made  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
ordinance.  Mr.  Justice  Bristowe  said  the  offence  had  been 
dealt  with  as  a  contravention  of  the  Customs  Law.  He 
could  not  help  suspecting  that  such  a  quantity  of  opium  was 
not  required  for  medicinal  purposes,  but  that  was  not  a 
matter  he  proposed  to  go  into  then.  This  contravention 
of  the  Customs  Law  was  a  very  different  thing  from 
merely  concealing  a  small  matter  from  the  Customs  autho- 
laties,  and  the  offence  must  therefore  be  regarded  as  one 
of  somewhat  aggravated  character.  Counsel  for  the  defence 
pointed  out  that  Righthouse  had  lost  by  confiscation  his 
property,  which  had  cost  26,?.  per  lb.  [The  duty  on  opium 
is  15  per  cent.,  and  the  product  can  only  be  brought  into  the 
Union  of  South  Africa  by  obtaining  a  permit.] 
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LEGAL  REPORTS. 


TRADE  LAW. 

Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Acts.— At  the  Wrexham 
Borough  Police  Court  last  week,  Mr.  R.  C.  Roberts  men- 
tioned a  case  in  which  Boots  Cash  Clremists.  Ltd.,  Wrex- 
ham, were  summoned  for  selling  poison  not  labelled  as  such, 
and  also  for  selling  poison  without  obtaining  the  signature 
of  the  purchaser.  He  appeared  for  the  prosecution,  and  had 
been  in  communication  with  the  solicitors  of  the  defendant 
company.  They  asked  for  an  adjournment  to  enable  them 
to  prepare  their  defence.  He  (Mr.  Roberts)  was  agreeable 
to  that  course.    The  Magistrates  granted  the  application. 

A  Sypbon  Account.— Judge  Bray,  sitting  in  the  Blooms- 
bury  County  Court,  gave  judgment  on  March  8  in  the  action 
by  Richard  Seldon,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  115  Turnpike 
Lane,  Hornsey,  against  Idris  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  mineral-water 
manufacturers,  Pratt  Street,  Camden  Town,  to  recover 
191.  9s.  Ad.,  being  the  balance  of  an  account  with  the  com- 
pany in  respect  to  returned  syphons.  Mr.  W.  Craig  Hen- 
derson, instructed  by  Messrs.  Neve,  Beck  &  Kirby,  appeared 
for  the  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Devigne,  instructed  by  Mr.  W.  C. 
Fisher,  was  counsel  for  the  defendant  company.  The  defen- 
dants also  oounterclaimed.  Mr.  Seldon  gave  evidence  on  his 
own  behalf,  and  Mr.  Bishop  on  behalf  of  the  defendant 
company.  The  facts  are  set  forth  in  his  Honour's  judg- 
ment, which  had  been  considered,  and  was  as  follows : 
In  this  case  the  plaintiff  claimed  from  the  defendants 
191.  9s.  4(Z,.  in  respect  of  transactions  between  them.  The 
defendants  had  for  some  seventeen  years  prior  to  June  1911 
supi^lied  the  plaintiff  with  mineral  waters  in  syphons  and 
other  goods.  The  practice  was  to  debit  the  plaintiff  with 
2.5.  on  each  syphon  delivered,  and  to  credit  him  with  2s.  on 
each  syphon  returned.  His  Honour  said  h©  was  satisfied 
that  the  syphons  remained  the  property  of  the  defendants. 
Monthly  accounts  were  rendered  by  the  defendants  showing, 
among  other  things,  the  number  of  syphons  delivered  to  the 
plaintiff  and  the  number  returned  by  him  to  the  defendants 
during  the  month,  and  debiting  or  crediting  the  plaintiff  with 
the  difference  as  the  case  might  be.  At  the  end  of  June 
'1911  the  plaintiff  ceased  to  deal  with  the  defendants.  Tlie 
monthly  account  for  June  showed  a  balance  due  to  the  de- 
fendants of  10/.  10s.  8(/.  The  monthly  account  for  July 
.showed  192  syphons  returned,  and  that,  with  a  further  credit 
of  24s.,  turned  the  account  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff  to  the 
amount  of  91.  17s.  Ad.  The  plaintiff  subsequently  returned 
ninety-six  syphons,  and  he  claimed  a  further  sum  of  91.  12s. 
for  these,  making  a  total  claim  of  19/.  9s.  4(7.  The  defen- 
dants, on  subsequently  going  through  their  accounts,  ascer- 
tained that  the  plaintiff  had  in  fact  sent  to  them  more 
.syphons  than  he  had  had  from  them  by,  as  they  said,  an 
amount  of  337,  and  they  contended  that  he  had  been  credited 
in  respect  of  that  excess  in  error,  as  he  was  not  entitled  to 
any  jjayment  for  them,  and  they  were  the  property  of  the 
defendants,  and  that  that  error,  which  was  a  mutual  error, 
could  be  corrected  like  any  other  error  in  an  account.  His 
Honour  added  that  he  accepted  the  plaintiff's  statement  that 
he  was  not  sure  that  he  had  returned  any  more  than  he  had 
had  from  the  defendants,  or  any  that  he  had  not  had  from 
them.  He  contended  that  the  business  had  been  conducted 
between  them  upon  the  footing  of  crediting  him  with  all 
syphons  sent  by  him  to  the  defendants,  without  regard  to  the 
consideration  of  whether  they  corresponded  with  the  number 
which  he  had  had  from  the  defendants,  and  that  it  was  not 
now  open  to  the  defendants  to  cancel  those  credits.  He 
agreed  with  that  contention  up  to  a  certain  point,  that  was 
.so  long  as  the  business  continued,  and  he  refused  to  disturb 
any  credits  given  during  that  period.  The  business  ceased 
at  the  end  of  June  1911,  and  the  monthly  account  showed 
a  balance  of  107.  10s.  8d.  against  the  plaintiff.  The  latter  was 
therefore  claiming  in  respect  of  syphons  returned  to  the 
defendants  after  this  date,  which  were  sufficient  in  number 
not  only  to  wipe  out  the.  debit  balance,  but  to  leave,  w'ith  a 
further  small  credit,  a  sum  of  19/.  9s.  Ad.  due  to  him.  The 
defendants  contended  that  as  when  the  business  between 
them  came  to  an  end  in  June  the  plaintiff  had  already  sent 
back  mok'e  than  he  had  had,  he  could  not  be  entitled  to  credit 
for  those  subsequently  sent.  In  June  the  plaintiff  had  456 
syphons,  and  it  must  be  taken  that  he  had  them  upon  the 
terms  that  he  was  entitled  to  2s.  on  each  when  returned. 
On  June  7  he  returned  132;  as  he  had  only  had  sixt.y-six  in 
that  month  up  to  that  date  the  residue  of  sixty-six  oould 
not  be  returns  of  June  deliveries.  The  total  returns  for 
the  month  were  402,  and  deducting  sixty-six  it  left  only 
336  possible  returns  of  June  deliveries.  This  left  120  of  the 
June  deliveries  still  to  be  returned,  and  in  respect  of  these, 
when  returned,  it  appeared  that  he  could  not  be  deprived  of 
his  2s.  He  was,  therefore,  entitled  to  credit  for  at  least 
120  out  of  the  288  returned  subsequent  to  June.    The  result 


I  was  that  the  plaintiff  would  recover  21.  13s.  Ad.,  with  costs 
both  on  the  claim  and  counterclaim,  and  be  allowed  counsel's, 
costs. 


Higb  Court  Cases. 

Unless  when  otherwise  stated  these  caseb  have  been  beard  in  the- 
High  Court  of  Justice,  London, 

A  Fife  CnEiiiST's  E.5tate. 
In  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  a  year  ago  {C.  <L-  D., 
1911,  I.,  345)  Lord  Dewar  decided  against  the  pursuer  in 
the  action  by  Mris.  Sophia  Thomson  or  Bain,  Elie  (daughter 
of  Charles  Thomson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Elie),  against 
iMrs.  Euphemia  Yunnie  or  Thomson,  Elie  (the  widow),  and 
others,  claiming  life  rent  of  her  father's  house  and  shop^ 
and  payment  of  400/.  Mrs.  Bain  appealed  against  his  Lord- 
ship's decision  to  the  Second  Division  of  the  Court,  and' 
the  Division  have  reversed  Lord  Dewar's  decision. 

H^MATOGEN". 

The  case  of  the  Aktiengesellschaft  Hommel's  Heema- 
togen  V.  A.  Hommel,  jun.,  and  others  was  mentioned  to- 
iNIr.  Justice  Eve  in  the  Chancery  Division  on  Friday,. 
March  8,  when  Mr.  Kerley  (for  plaintiffs)  asked  for  an/ 
adjournment,  as  his  leader,  Mr.  Buckmaster,  K.C.,  M.P.,. 
was  engaged  m  the  House  of  Lords.  The  action  was  to. 
restrain  the  defendants  from  passing  off  an  imitation  of 
plaintiffs'  haematogen  as  hfematogen. 

Mr.  Astbury,  K.C.,  said  his  clients  were  anxious  to- 
get  the  case  dealt  with,  as  the  plaintiffs  were  circularising; 
the  trade  and  getting  the  value  of  an  injunction  before- 
they  actually  obtained  it. 

His  Lordship  said  the  case  would  come  on  for  hearing 
next  Friday. 

"  Syracuse"  Suspensory  B.-^ndages. 

In  the  Chancery  Division,  before  Mr.  Justice  Eve,  on 
Friday,  March  8,  Mr.  L.  B.  Sebastian  applied  on  belialf 
of  Messrs.  Johnson  &  Johnson,  New  Brunswick,  N..J..  for 
an  injunction  against  C.  Miiller,  Ltd.,  surgical-instrument, 
makers,  53  and  55  Old  Street,  London,  E.G.,  to  restrain 
them  from  selling  certain  suspensory  bandages  under  the- 
name  of  "  Syracuse,"  or  getting  up  boxes  exactly  copied, 
from  the  plaintiffs'.  Mr.  Sebastian  stated  that  the  defen- 
dants had  agreed  to  a  final  order,  and  the  minutes  ware- 
being  drafted  by  his  clients'  solicitors. 

Mr.  Justice  Eve  :  You  are  all  sui  juris. 

Mr.  Sebastian  :  Yes,  my  Lord. 

Mr.  Justice  Eve  :  Then  take  the  injunction  in  the  usual- 
way,  with  costs. 

Beecham's  Pills. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Friday,  Marcli  8,  Mr. 
Justice  Joyce  dismissed,  with  costs,  an  action  brought  by- 
Sir  Joseph  Beecham  against  Mr.  John  Painter,  chemist, 
and  druggist,  and  his  son,  Mr.  John  Thos.  Painter,  of 
Swindon,  to  restrain  alleged  passing-off  of  pills  as^ 
"  Beecham's  "  which  were  not  of  the  plaintiff's  manufacture- 
(see  C.  tt-  D.,  March  9,  index  folio  379).  His  Lordship, 
characterised  the  action  as  one  w-hich,  if  brought  at  all, 
should  have  been  brought  in  the  county  court.  It  was- 
based  on  an  allegation  that,  when  certain  people  asked 
for  a  pennyworth  of  "Beecham's,"  they  were  supplied  with; 
other  pills,  but  it  appeared  that  defendants  had  a  notice- 
displayed  that  they  did  not  supply  "Beecham's,"  and  it 
had  been  shown  that  the  pills  they  sold  wpre  contained  im 
boxes  distinctly  labelled  "  Herbal  Pills."  In  no  circum- 
stances, said  the  Judge,  would  he  have  given  the  plaintiff' 
High  Court  costs ;  he  did  not  like  the  case  at  all. 

Mr.  Hodges  (for  the  plaintiff)  :  Hundreds  of  these  cases- 
have  been  brought  into  the  High  Court,  my  Lord. 

Mr.  Justice  Joyce  :  Well,  don't  bring  them  to  me  when- 
a  man  lives  next  door  to  a  county  court.. 

His  Lordship  added  that  he  acquitted  the  defendants  of 
any  fraudulent  intention,  and  the  action  would  be  dis- 
missed, with  costs. 

Cash-register  Case. 
The  case  of  the  National  Cash  Register  Co.,  Ltd.,  v. 
Noble  came  before  Lords  Justices  Vaughan  Williams,  Far- 
well,  and  Kennedy  in  the  Court  of  Appeal  on  Monday, 
March  11,  on  an  appeal  by  the  defendant  from  an  order 
of  the  King's  Bench  Divisional  Court,  dismissing  Mr> 
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JXoblc'j  ajipeal  with  costs,  when  he  brought  the  case  there 
irom  tie  County  Court  (see  V.  i-  D.,  1911,  II.,  601). 

The  action  was  brought  in  the  Bloomsbury  County  Court 
•to  recover  an  unpaid  Ijalance  due  on  two  National  caeh- 
j-egistere,  and  defendant  (Mr.  W.  D.  Noble,  chemist  and 
druggist)  alleged,  in  dispute  of  the  claim,  that  he  had  been 
induce<l  to  purchase  them  by  misrepresentation  on  the 
part  of  the  company's  agent.  His  contention  was  that  at  a 
time  when  the  company  had  in  view  a  policy  of  price-reduc- 
tion, their  agent  represented  tiiat  the  price  of  eighty-five 
guineas  then  quoted  was  not  liable  to  reduction.  Judge 
Granger,  before  whom  the  matter  came  originally  in  the 
Bloomsbury  County  Court,  withdrew  the  case  from  the 
jury,  held  there  was  no  evidence  of  misrepresentation,  and 
decided  the  issue  in  favour  of  the  company.  Defendant 
unsuccessfully  appealed  to  the  King's  Bench  Divisional 
■Court,  and  now  sought  relief  at  the  hands  of  the  Court 
of  Appeal,  He  conducted  his  appeal  in  person,  while 
the  company  were  represented  by  Mr.  McCall,  K.C.,  and 
Mr.  G.  H.  Head.  In  reply  to  Lord  Justice  Kennedy,  Mr. 
McCall  said  the  defendant  bought  two  machines — the  first 
•at  eighty-five  guineas  and  the  second  at  seventy-five 
guineas. 

!Mr,  Noble  said  he  did  not  gather  from  that  that  the 
price  of  the  registers  had  been  reduced  ;  he  thought  the 
•company  were  "  making  him  a  present  of  ten  guineas  "  in 
rthe  hope  that  he  would  induce  others  to  purchase. 

Lord  Justice  Kennedy  :  Did  you  ? 

!Mr,  Noble  said  he  was  managing  director  of  Noble's 
Drug  Stores,  Ltd.,  wlio  carried  on  business  in  the  East  End 
•of  London,  He  maintained  that  evidence  of  fraudulent 
misrepresentation  was  adduced  in  the  County  Court,  and 
■asked  their  Lordships  to  order  a  new  trial. 

Their  Lordships,  without  calling  upon  Mr,  McCall  to 
indicate  the  company's  case  in  opposition  to  the  appeal, 
•dismissed  the  appeal,  with  costs. 

Each  of  the  Judges  expressed  the  view  that  no  fraud 
was  practised  upon  ]Mr.  Noble  which  induced  him  to 
•become  a  purchaser. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Camphorated  Oil. 
At  Ashton-under-Lyne  Police  Court  on  March  11,  the 
Tliompson  Drug  Co.,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  was  summoned 
for  selling  6  oz.  of  camphorated  oil  which  the  Town  Clerk 
i(Mr.  F.  W.  Bromley)  stated  had  been  found  to  be  deficient 
in  camphor  to  the  extent  of  20  per  cent.  The  defence 
"wae  that  the  oil  had  been  properly  compounded,  and  the 
■deficiency  was  attributed  to  evaporation.  Evidence  to  this 
•effect  was  given  by  Mr.  A.  B.  Calvert,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, and  Mr.  Fred  Hartley,  who  are  employed  by  the 
comp.any,  and  by  Councillor  D.  C.  Hill,  the  managing 
director.  The  Chairman  said  the  INIagistrates  did  not 
i.hink  it  was  a  wilful  offence,  and  imposed  a  fine  of  bs.  bd., 
•witli  costs  and  the  advocate's  and  analyst's  fees. 


BANKRUPTCY  REPORTS. 


Be  'Vincent  Xiowrle  'Wood,  1  Ferry  Road,  E.  Cowes, 
l.W..  Drug-store  Proprietor. — This  debtor  is  not  Mr.  Vincent 
"Wood,  manufacturer  of  surgical  appliances,  Victoria  House, 
Albion  Place,  Blackfriars  Bridge,  London,  S.E.,  nor  is  the 
latter  in  any  way  connected  in  business  or  otherwise  with 
the  debtor. 

Be  Frederick  Ceorg-e  Clapbam,  110  West  Street. 
Farnhani,  Surrey,  Clioinist  and  Druggist, — The  Official  Re- 
•ceivor  for  the  Southern  district,  in  applying  for  his  release 
as  trustee  under  this  bankruptcy,  has  declared  a  second  and 
final  dividend  of  5(7.  in  the  pound.  The  first  was  is.  4(Z. 
The  debtor,  in  his  statement  of  affairs,  estimated  his  assets 
wouUl  produce  322?..  9s.  lOfZ.,  but  they  had  actually  realised 
W.  12k  8-7. 

Be  Tames  Alfred  Day,  113  Dawes  Road,  Fulham,  and 
351  Fulhani  Palace  Road,  S.W.,  trading  as  "  The  Red  Cross 
Drug-stores  ^(  J.  A.  Day,  Chemist). "^This  debtor  attended 
on  March  13  at  tlio  London  Bankruptcy  Court,  before  Mr. 
Registrar  Hope,  for  his  public  examination  uix)n  accounts 
showing  liabilities  1.251/..  against  assets  valued  at  66/.  4s.  5(7. 
He  stated  that  in  February  1895  he  purchased  for  550/.  the 
Dawos  Road  business,  and  in  ^March  1900  he  started  the 
'branch  business  in  the  Fulham  Palace  Road.  His  father 
•.gave  bun  2407.  towards  the  purchase  money.    The  businesses 


were  carried  on  until  July  last  under  the  above  style,  and 
were  then  sold  for  160/.  to  his  wife,  who  took  over  the  book 
debts.  She  paid  him  50/.  in  cash  and  gave  him  three  pro- 
missory notes  of  20/.  each.  One  note  had  been  paid  in  full, 
10/.  had  been  paid  on  account  on  the  second  one,  and  the 
third  was  payable  in  January.  The  balance  of  50/.  was 
retained  by  his  wife  in  payment  of  salary  due  to  her  as  an 
assistant  in  the  Dawes  Road  shop.  Witness  subsequently 
continued  to  manage  the  business  on  behalf  of  his  wife  at  a 
weekly  salary  until  last  November,  when  she  sold  it  to  the 
White  Cross  Drug-stores,  Ltd.,  which  was  formed  to  take 
it  over.  Witness  continued  as  manager  and  secretary  of  the 
company,  his  wife  and  her  two  co-directors  being  the  sole 
shareholders.  He  attributed  his  failure  to  loss  on  property 
that  he  had  purchased  at  Hadleigh.  The  books  of  account 
kept  in  the  businesses  did  not  completely  disclose  his  financial 
transactions  and  position.    The  examination  was  concluded. 


DEED  OF  ARRANGEMENT. 


WllUs,  Frank  Woods,  trading  as  Sutcliffe's  Drug- 
stores, Branch  Road,  and  residing  at  16  Branch  Road, 
Armley  Leeds,  Drug  Dealer.— Trustee  :  II.  J.  Day,  12  South 
Parade,  Leeds,  C.A.  Dated,  February  29;  filed,  March  7. 
Liabilities  unsecured,  368/.  ;  estimated  net  assets,  300/.  Deed 
of  inspectorship  and  assignment  upon  trust,  etc.,  to  secure 
tho  pavment  of  a  composition  of  10s.  in  the  pound  by  eight 
equal  instalments  at  intervals  of  three  months  from  Feb- 
ruarv  26.  Debtor  to  pay  trustee  1/.  weekly,  commencing 
March  4,  to  meet  said  instalments.  The  creditors  include: 
F.  Schutz^e  &  Co.  (5/.);  Virol,  Ltd.  (3/.);  Goodall,  Backhouse 
&  Co.,  Leeds  (557  ):  T.  Swales,  Leeds  (3/.);  E.  H.  Butler 
&  Son,  Leicester  (7/.)  ;  T.  Guest  &  Co.,  Manchester  (3/.). 


At  a  Peiv.we  Meeting  of  the  creditors  of  Messrs.  Richard 
Abenheim  &  Co.,  Eastern  merchants,  5  Lloyd's  Avenue, 
London,  E.C.,  on  March  8,  a  committee  \yhich  had  been 
appointed  on  March  5  reported  its  examination  of  the  books 
and  accounts  of  the  firm,  and  stated  that  it  was  of  opinion 
that  the  offer  of  a  guaranteed  dividend  of  5s,  in  the  pound  is 
inadequate,  and  recommended  that  the  composition  should 
be  on  the  basis  of  10s.  in  the  pound,  of  which  5.s.  should  be 
guaranteed  by  an  approved  bank,  the  other  5s.  being  without 
guarantee,  and  dates  of  payment  were  specified. 


GAZETTE. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Moore,  W.,  and  Moohe.  H.  E.,  Stourport,  Worcestershire, 
medical  practitioners,  under  the  style  of  W,  &  H.  E. 
Moore. 

Reckitt,  E.  B.,  and  Braithvtaite,  J.,  Boston,  Lincoln,  medical 
practitioners,  under  the  style  of  Reckitt  <&  Braithwaite. 

Tbe  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudications. 

Clark,  A.  C.  W.,  Strand,  carrying  on  business  as  Herbert 
Clifton,  aural  specialist. 

Dawson,  R.,  The  British  Empire  Club,  St.  James's  Square, 
doctor  of  medicine. 

Green,  J.  R.,  Mansfield  Road,  Quarry  Road,  Bulwell,  Not- 
tingham, and  Radcliffe-on-Trent,  veterinary  surgeon. 


LIMITED  COMPANIES. 


New  Companies  Registered. 

The  letters  P.C.  mean  Private  Company  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Companies  Act,  1907,  and  R.O..  Registered  OfiSce, 

Saint  Winefrides,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  1,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemical, 
soap,  and  candle  manufacturers  and  dealers,  etc.,  and  to 
adopt  an  agreement  with  T.  Ingham,  35  Aylesbury  Road, 
New  Brighton. 

Hydroil,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  1,000/.,  in  Is.  shares. 
Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  soap, 
candles,  and  edible  substances  of  all  kinds.  The  subscribers 
are  F.  F.  Lambert,  35  High  Street,  Hull,  merchant;  and 
E.  W.  Gundry,  7  Great  Winchester  Street,  E.G. 

Hankeys,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  500/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Ob- 
jects: To  carry  oh  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  dry- 
salters,  wine  and  spirit  merchants,  opticians,  patent-medicine 
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vendors,  extractors  and  adaptors  of  teeth,  etc.  The  first 
directors  are  J.  R.  Hankey  and  H.  Hankey.  R.O., 
10  Colne  Road,  Brierfield,  Lanes. 

ViBEOPATHic  Co.,  Ltd.  (P. C'.).— Capital  2,000/..  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  and 
sellers  of  hygienic,  medical,  and  sanitary  appliances,  pre- 
parations, clothing,  and  machinery,  etc.,  and  to  adopt  an 
agreement  with  W.  H.  Hartley,  L.  "Danziger,  Empire  House, 
Piccadilly,  W.,  and  Ida  Danziger. 

Thomas  White  (Chemists),  Ltd.  (P.C.). — Registered  in 
Dublin  with  capital  of  3,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  The  names  of 
the  directors  are  not  stated.  R.O.,  17  Westbourne  Place, 
Queenstown,  co.  Cork.  The  objects  of  the  company  are  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  retail  or  wholesale,  manufacturing, 
dispensing,  and  pharmaceutical  chemists,  druggists,  opti- 
cians, etc. 

Htposol,  Ltd.  (P.C).— Capital  1,000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  hypodermic  syringe 
and  other  medical  appliance  and  in.strument  manufacturers, 
etc.,  and  to  acquire  patent  No.  26.201  of  1909,  together  with 
the  goodwill  and  assets  of  the  business  carried  on  by  G.  R. 
Hughes  at  62  Hilliard  Road,  Northwood,  iVLddlesex.  The 
first  directors  are  G.  R.  Hughes  and  A.  B.  Smith.  R.O.,  as 
above. 

BouLTON  Macro,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  3,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  drug- 
gists, manufacturers  of  pharmaceutical,  medicinal,  chemical, 
industrial,  and  other  preparations,  etc.,  to  acquire  the  busi- 
ness carried  on  at  VVarton  Road,  Stratford,  as  "  James 
Boulton  &  Co.,"  and  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  E.  T. 
Boxall.  The  first  subscribers  are  :  F.  Schade,  9  Fitzgeorge 
Avenue,  Kensington,  W.,  stockbroker;  and  L.  S.  Marks, 
120  Gokihurst  Terrace,  South  Hampstead,  N.W.,  stockbroker. 
The  subscribers  are  to  appoint  the  first  directors. 


Company  News. 

Joseph  Thavehs  &  Sons,  Ltd.- -The  report  for  the  year 
ended  January  31,  1912,  shows  a  trading  profit  of  74,181/., 
and  the  other  receipts  763/..  making,  with  6,382/.  brought 
forward,  a  total  of  81,326/.  After  deducting  interest  on 
debentures,  depreciation  of  premises  and  plant,  etc.,  there 
remains  a  balance  of  63,223/.  The  directors  recommend  a 
dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares  of  7^  per  cent,  for  the  year, 
and  carry  forward  21,973/. 

Kirkcaldy  Oil  and  Cake  Co.,  Ltd. — A  petition  has  been 
presented  in  the  Court  of  Session.  Edinburgh,  for  windin.g- 
up  this  company  of  cattle-food  manufacturers  and  manufac- 
turing chemists  and  druggists,  196  tLgh  Street,  Kirkcaldy. 
The  petitioners  (Highgate  &  C'ownie,  Leith)  are  creditors  of 
the  company  to  the  extent  of  508/.  8.<.  2d.,  and  they  sa.v  the 
company  is  in.solvent  and  unable  to  pay  its  debts.  The 
petitioners  suggest  that  John  Stuart  Govvans,  C.A.,  Edin- 
burgh, should  be  appointed  liquidator  of  the  company.  In- 
timation and  service  of  the  petition  have  been  ordered, 
answers  to  be  lodged  within  eight  days. 

Buvo  (1910),  Ltd. — In  the  Chancery  Division,  on  Tuesday, 
March  12,  Mr.  Justice  Neville  heard  a  petition  by  Mr. 
Charles  Brandon  for  the  compulsor.y  winding-up  of  Buvo 
(1910),  Ltd.  Counsel  stated  that  it  was  a  creditor's  petition, 
and  he  understood  that  there  was  no  opposition.  The  debt 
was  104/.  3s.  11(Z.,  for  goods  supplied  by  Messrs.  Hudson 
Scott  &  Sons.  The  debt  had  been  assigned  to  the  present 
petitioner,  and  notice  was  duly  given  to  the  company  at 
its  registered  office.  The  company  had  practically  ceased  to 
exist.  Another  counsel,  on  behalf  of  a  creditor  for  90/., 
supported  the  petition.  His  Lordship  made  the  usual  com- 
pulsory order. 

Evans  Sons  Leschkr  &  Webb,  Ltd. — The  annual  meeting 
of  shareholders  was  held  at  56  Hanover  Street,  Liverpool, 
on  Friday,  March  8,  Mr.  J.  J.  Evans  (Chairman)  presiding. 
In  moving  the  adowtion  of  the  report,  the  Chairman  spoke 
about  the  increased  business  done  during  the  past  year,  as 
reported  in  the  C.  d'  D.  last  week.  Owing  to  the  excep- 
tionall.v  fine  weather  in  August  and  September  last,  the 
trade  in  Montserrat  lime-fruit  juice  had  been  one  of  the 
best  they  had  had.  Referring  to  the  railway  strike,  he 
thanked  the  employes  for  their  loyal  support.  He  also 
mentioned  that  the  company  had  taken  over  the  Liverpool 
Institute  of  Comparative  Pathology,  Dr.  Annett  continuing 
the  management,  and  he  thought  it  would  add  to  the  con- 
fidence of  customers  by  having  such  a  bacteriological  branch 
of  the  business.  Mr.  T.  Maddocks  seconded  the  adoption 
of  the  report,  TJrofit-and-loss  account,  and  balance-.sheet, 
which  was  carried  unaiiiniouslv.  On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
J.  T.  Collis,  seconded  by  ilr.  John  Park.  Messrs.  John  J. 
Evans,  Harold  E.  Webb,  and  Kemieth  W.  E.  Evans,  the 
retiring  directors,  were  re-elected,  and  jNIcssrs.  Chalmers, 
Wade  &  Co.  were  re-elected  auditors. 


Contracts. 


Cranbrook  Guardians. — Hospitals  and  General  Contracts 
Co..  for  medical  appliances. 

Bridge  (Kent)  Guardians. — ^Ir.  J.  Barron,  chemist,  of 
Bridge,  for  the  drug-supply. 

Lexden  and  Winstree  Board  of  Guardians. — Corbyn,  ■ 
Stacey  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  drugs. 

Beverley  Town  Council. — Mr.  W.  T.  Goldthorpe.  phar- 
macist, Beverley,  appointed  chemist  for  a  year. 

Bedford  Guardians. — Johnson  &  Co.,  Bedford,  for 
McDougalTs  disinfectant  and  carbolic  disinfectant. 

Barnet  Urban  District  Council. — Mr.  J.  T.  Sambrook, 
Ph.C,  Barnet,  for  an  annual  supply  of  disinfectant. 

Hereford  City  Council. — Chave  &  Jackson,  Ltd.,  Here- 
ford, appointed  druggists  to  the  hospital  for  six  months. 

Hendon  Urban  District  Council. — Spence  &  Sons,  for 
chemicals;  Quibbell  Bros,  and  the  Sanitas  Co.,  for  dis- 
infectants. 

Durham  City  Council. — Parkin,  Ness  &  Co.,  McDougall 
Bros.,  Killgerm  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  the  Pearson  Antiseptic 
Co.,  for  disinfectants. 

Liverpool  Corporation. — For  twelve  months'  supply  of 
disinfectants  :  ^McDougall  Bros.,  Manchester,  and  Taylor's 
Automatic  Disinfector,  Ltd.,  Liverpool. 

High  Wycombe  Guardians. — Lansdale  &  Co.,  High 
Wycombe,  cod-liver  oil  and  quinine.  The  Sanitas  Co., 
London,  and  Lansdale  &  Co.  for  disinfectants. 

Deptford  Borough  Council. — Sonax  Disinfecting  Co.  and 
Newton,  Chambers  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  annual  supplies  of 
disinfecting  pov.der  and  disinfecting  fluid  respectively. 

Hackney  Borough  Council. — For  annual  supplies  :  Burt, 
Boulton  &  Haywood.  Ltd.,  for  carbolic  acid  at  1?.  ^^d. 
per  gal.  ;  Snowdon,  Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  carbolic-acid 
powder  at  21.  12.s.  6f/.  per  ton. 

i\rilton  Regis  (Kent)  Urban  Council— Mr.  H.  T. 
ilaundrell.  chemist,  for  carbolic-acid  powder,  at  4.?.  per 
cwt.  ;  ialine  fluid,  2x.  5d.  per  gal.  ;  pine-oil  blocks.  4/.  2--. 
per  100;  and  crude  cyllin,  2.s.  Id.  per  gal. 

The  Gillingham  (Kent)  Town  Council  have  decided  to 
contract  for  the  supply  of  drugs  and  medieinee  to  the 
hospital  instead  of  increasing  the  salary  of  .the  medical 
officer  to  meet  the  cost,  which  is  about  20/.  a  year. 

Southwark  Borough  Council. — For  annual  supplies  of 
disinfectants  :  J.  W.  Kitson  ;  Burt,  Boulton  &  Haywood, 
Ltd.  ;  Snowdon,  Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd.  ;  L^nited  Alkali  Co., 
Ltd.  ;  Alfred  C.  Young  &  Co.  ;  Formalin  Hygienic  Co., 
Ltd.,  and  Newton,  Chambers  &  Co. 

Oswestry  Town  Council. — Mr.  W.  Carter,  chemist. 
Oswestry,  for  the  supply  of  sanitas,  Jeyes'  and  izal 
powders,  sanitas  and  McDougall's  fluids,  carbolacene, 
pynzone  blocks,  fumigators,  and  soap  tablets  ;  Mr.  J.  H. 
Llewellin.  chemist,  for  izal  and  Jeyes'  fluids. 

Newport  (]Mon.)  Guardians. — Mr.  A.  Berliner,  for  sur- 
gical dressings  and  instruments.  Mr.  D.  Lloyd  Jones, 
chemist.  Newport,  for  trusses.  Camphylene  Co.,  Ltd... 
for  camphylene.  Ferris  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Bristol,  for  drugs. 
i\Ir.  Henry  jMorris,  for  safety  disinfectants,  etc. 

Hammersmith  Borough  Council. — For  annual  supplies  : 
Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  carbolic  acid  at  Is.  lid.  per  gal., 
sulphur  candles  18.?.  per  gross,  and  carbolic  soap  1?.  8*. 
per  cwt.,  all  less  1^  per  cent.  ;  Forbes,  Abbott  &  Lennard, 
for  carbolic  powder  in  1-lb.  packets  at  4.j.  9(/.  per  gross, 
less  1  per  cent. 

Battersea  Borough  Council. — For  annual  supplies  ;  The 
International  Sponge  Importers.  Ltd.  (Henry  Marks  & 
Sons'  branch),  for  sponges;  Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd..  for  carbolic 
acid,  sanitas,  sanitas-bactox,  sanitas-okol,  roll  sulphur,  and 
formalin;  Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds  Co.,  Ltd.,  for 
cyllin  and  Jeyes'  fluid;  Quibell  Bros.,  Ltd.,  for  kerol ; 
Newton,  Chambers  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  izal;  Formalin 
Hygienic  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  formalin  and  formalin  tablets. 

jMetropolitan  Asylums  Board. — For  annual  supplies  : 
Antiseptic  dressings.  Hospitals  and  General  Contracts 
Co.,  Ltd.,  Robinson  &  Sons.  Ltd.,  W.  G.    Taylor,  A. 
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Browne,  Ltd.,  J.  F.  Macfailane  &  Co..  H.  Kiiuck  &  Co., 
and  A.  Berliner.  Methylated  spirits,  Waters  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
Surgical  appliances,  ^ledical  Siqiply  Association,  S.  Maw, 
Son  &  Sons,  C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Sons,  W.  H.  Bailey  &  Son, 
Arnold  &  Sons.  Drugs,  The  British  Drug  Houses  Ltd. 
l)rut.'Lcists'  sundries  and  clinical  thermometers,  Hospitals 
and  General  Contracts  Co.,  l^td.  Disinfectants,  Pryke  & 
Palmer. 

The  Southwark  Guardians  on  ^Lirch  7  referred  back  to 
the  Contracts  C'ummittee  for  further  con.sideration  the 
tender  of  The  liritish  Drug  Houses  Ltd.  for  the  supply 
of  drug.s.  The  comjiiittee  had  recommended  the  accept- 
ance of  the  tender,  in  connection  with  which,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  general  practice  of  the  Board,  no  prices 
wore  suljmitted.  Mr.  G.  Osborn  had  pointed  out  that  the 
prices  in  the  tender  were  considerably  in  e.xcess  of  some 
of  the  other  firnivs  tendering.  !Mr.  W.  Hill.s  said  there  was 
a  con.siderable  difference  between  the  tender  of  The  British 
Drug  Houses  Ltd.  and  the  low'cst  tender.  The  Rev. 
Dan  Bryant  urged  that  the  Guardians  were  entitled  to  be 
furnislied  with  the  figures.  The  Chairman  pointed  out 
that  it  is  not  the  custom  to  supply  the  prices  to  the  Board. 
The  Rev.  Dan  Bryant  said  if  they  did  not  accept  tlie 
lowest  tender  .some  good  reason  should  be  given.  He  held 
that  the  Guardians  were  fully  entitled  to  know  what  the 
figures  were.  As  state<l  above,  it  was  decided  to  refer  the 
tenders  for  drugs  back,  a  similar  course  being  adopted 
with  reference  to  the  tenders  for  boote  and  shoes. 


BIRTHS. 


LoM.w. — At  Edge  Lane,  Liverpool,  on  ^Lirch  5,  the 
wife  of  Harold  Lomax.  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a 
daughter. 

Rees. — At  5  Anerlev  Road.  Upper  Norwood,  on 
.Afarch  15,  the  wife  of  H.  Miles  Rees,  Ph.C,  of  a  son. 


MARRIAGES. 


Galbraith— Glasbv.— At  St.  Fionnbar's  Church.  Car- 
rickmacross,  on  [March  6,  by  the  Rev.  Chancellor  [Sloffett, 
M.A.,  William  J.  Galbraith,  J.P..  Ph.C,  the  [Medical 
Hall,  Carrickmacross,  to  Florence  Adelaide,  third  daughter 
of  the  late  Mr.  Robert  Glasby,  the  Farm,  Carrickmacross. 

Gatehouse— Jelley.— At  St.  Peter's  Church,  Bedford, 
recently,  William  Gatehouse,  chemist  and  druggist.  North- 
ampton, President  of  the  Northampton  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation, to  Ali.^is  Jelley,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Mr. 
A.  Jellev,  of  Bedford. 


DEATHS. 

BufKHAM.— At  Hereford,  recently,  'Sir.  John  Buckham, 
•  iieniist  and  druggist,  in  business  in  High  Street,  Leo- 
minster, for  many  years,  aged  seventy-seven, 

Clickie.— At  George  Street,  Stranraer,  on  [March  8, 
Andrew  Cluckie.  M.D.,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  fifty- 
five.  Dr.  Cluckie  wao  for  nearly  twenty  years  connected 
with  pharmacy,  and  passed  tlie  Minor  examination  in 
December  1877.  Some  years  later  he  commenced  the  studv 
of  medicine  at  Anderson's  College,  Glasgow,  and  at  Gla.s- 
gow  University,  graduating  as  iM.B..  C^AL  in  1892.  and 
five  years  later  took  his  [NI.D.  He  successfully  practised 
in  Stranraer,  where  he  was  me<lical  otKcer  and  public 
vaccinator  for  the  Stranraer  and  Inch  parishes,  as  well  as 
Admiralty  surgeon  and  agent  and  medical  inspector  of 
seamen.  At  one  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  Stranraer 
school  Board.  He  wa.s  a  cousin  of  Mr.  Niven  G.  Cluckie, 
M.B.,  the  distinguished  eye-speoialist,  Greenock, 

Davidson-.— At  Esterhazy.  Saskatchewan,  on  March  6 
from  pneumonia.  Mr.  .Tames  Noble  Davidson,  barrister 
son  of  the  late  James  Noble  Davidson.  Ph.C,  Dundee.  ' 

Job.— At  Almshouse  Lane,  Wakefield,  on  March  10  Ah- 
Chas.  Fredk.  .Job.  of  Messrs.  .Job  &  Carr,  wholesale  drurr- 
gists,  Market  Square.  Wakefield.  ° 


Mr.  a.  E.  Ekins. 


Ekix.s. — At  Rushden,  St.  Albans,  on  March  12,  Mr. 
Arthur  Edward  Ekins,  J,P,,  F.I.C,  Ph.C,  the  public 
analyst  for  Hertfordshire,  aged 
fifty-nine.  Mr.  Ekins  was  a 
native  of  Sutton,  in  the  Isle  of 
Ely,  and  was  educated  at  the 
Ely  Grammar  School,  whence  he 
went  to  Cambridge  to  serve  his 
apprenticeship.  While  still  in 
his  teens  he  passed  the  jMinor 
examination  in  July  1872.  Two 
years  later  he  commenced  busi- 
ness in  Market  Place,  St.  Albans, 
and  in  April  1876  passed  the 
Major  examination.  He  was  a 
typical  country  pharmacist  of  the 
best  type,  always  willing  to  help 
farmers  and  others  with  his 
chemical  knowledge,  and  it  was  no  surprise  to  his 
pharir^acy  friends  that  he  virtually  retired  from  business 
in  1899,  when  his  senior  assistant,  Mr.  E.  H.  Fisher, 
Ph.C,  took  it  over,  and  it  has  since  been  conducted  as 
Ekins  &  Fisher.  Mr.  Ekins  then  took  up  his  public 
appointment,  threw  himself  into  municipal  work,  and 
became  Mayor  of  the  ancient  borough  in  1901.  He  was 
a  speculative  genius  as  regards  land  and  house  propei-ty, 
and  had  been  of  the  greatest  service  to  St.  Albans.  Mr. 
Ekins  was  a  most  genial  man,  and  well  informed  in  regard 
to  analytical  and  iDharmaceutical  matters. 

Lambkin. — At   Bloemfontein.    on    March    8,  Colonel 
Francis  Joseph  Lambkin,  L.R.C.P.I.,  L.R.CS.I.,  Adminis- 
trative Medical  Officer  in  South  Africa,  aged  fifty-four. 
Colonel  Lambkin's  name  is  familiar  to  British  pharma- 
cists in  connection  with  the  intramuscular  injection  of 
mercury  which  was  first  introduced  into  the  Army  in 
1888,  but  was  not  perfected  until  Colonel  Lambkin  took 
the  matter  up,  and  along  with  Mr.   Charles  A,  Hill, 
B.Sc,  F.I.C,  obtained  in  1907  a  satisfactory  working 
formula  for  the  preparation  which  has  since  been  known 
as    "  Lambkin's   Cream."       Colonel  Lambkin   later,  in 
1908,  described  the  beneficial  results  obtained  in  syphilis 
by    intramuscular   injections  of   "  soamin,"  which  had 
been  put  on  the  market  by  Messrs.   Burroughs  Well- 
come &  Co.,  and  the  beneficial  action  seemed  to  have 
inspired  Ehrlich  to  continue  the  experiments  which  have 
resulted  in  the  production  of  the  "  salvarsan "  system 
of   treatment.       Colonel   Lambkin   was   the   author  of 
numerous  publications  on  syphilis.    He  joined  the  Royal 
Army  Medical  Corps  in  1881,  served  first  in  India,  then 
in  the  West  Ijidies,  and  was  senior  medical  officer  of 
Lord  Dundonald's  Brigade  during  the  Boer  War,  He 
was  in  many  actions  there,  and  for  his  services  he  received 
Queen  Victoria's  medal  with  five  clasps  and  King  Edward's 
medal  with  two  clasps.    Afterwards  he  was  employed  on 
the  Army  Headquarters  Staff  in  India,  and  later  as  lec- 
turer in  syphilology  at  the  Army  Medical  School,  Lon- 
don,   Then  he  went  on  a  special  mission  to  Uganda  for 
the  Colonial  Office  in  1907  to  inquire  into  the  ravages 
caused  by  syphilis  in  that  country,   and   latterly  had 
Iieen   administrative    medical   officer   in   South  Africa. 
He    was    promoted    brevet    colonel    in    1906    for  dis- 
tinguished service. 

Lee. — On  [March  7,  from  pneumonia,  [Mr.  George  Lee, 
chemist  and  druggist.  High  Cress,  Barnstaple,  aged  forty- 
five. 

Parker. — At  the  Pharmacv.  Wickham  [Market,  on 
[March  2,  [\Iartha,  wife  of  [Mr.'  H.  G.  Parker,  aged  fifty- 
five. 

Thomson. — At  Elie,  on  [March  9.  Euphemia  Yunnie, 
widow  of  Charles  Thomson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Elie. 


The  (_'ouncil  of  the  Plianuaccutical  Society  is  trying  to 
got  soporifics  scheduled  as  poisons.  This  is  unkind  to  some 
cf  the  heavier  of  our  contemporaries. — The  Sta?-. 

■•Where  Shall  We  Live?  "  is  the  title  of  an  illustrated 
ouarto  published  at  bd.  by  the  Homeland  Association,  Ltd. 
It  te'Is  Londoners  what  they  wajit  to  know  about  the 
suburbs. 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY 

OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


EVENING  MEETING. 
rPHE  last  evening  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  at 
JL  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.,  on  March  12. 
The  President  (Mr.  C.  B.  Allen)  was  in  the  chair,  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  R.  Bremridge  (Secretary).  There  was  not 
a,  large  attendance.  Those  present  included  Messrs. 
J.  0.  Braithwaite,  H.  Deane,  H.  Finnemore,  R.  Four- 
acre,  W.  Garsed,  E.  F.  Harrison,  E.  M.  Holmes, 
A.  Howell,  W.  L.  Howie,  J.  A.  Jennings,  W.  H.  Martin- 
dale,  F.  A.  Rogers,  P.  A.  W.  Self,  F.  U.  Stamp,  E.  White, 
J.  R.  Wr^etts,  and  several  ladies. 

The  President  opened  the  proceedings  by  calling  upon 
Messrs.  R.  R.  Bennett  and  F.  W.  Gamble  to  give  their 
paper  on 

Osmotic  Pressure  .-^nd  its  Physiological  Bearing. 
Mr.  Bennett,  who  read  the  paper,  began  with  an  ex- 
planation of   osmotic  pressure,  using  as  an  illustration 
the  behaviour  of  a  portion  of  the  epidermis  of  a  fresh 
leaf  of   Tradescantia  discolor  when  subjected  to  solu- 
tions of  sugar  and  potassium  nitrate  and  viewed  under 
the  microscope.    The  phenonienon  of  plasmolysis  was  ex- 
tended to  the  red  blood-corpuscles,   and  the  differences 
noted  in  the  behaviour  of  the  corpuscles  m  water  and 
sodium- chloride  solution.      With  a  solution  containing 
0.91  per  cent,  of  sodium  chloride  the  red  blood-corpuscles 
remain  intact  and  retain  their  haemoglobin,   but  they 
shrink    so    that    their    volume    becomes    smaller.  Mr. 
Bennett  called  attention  to  the  microscopes  on  the  table 
which  he  had  arranged  to  show  these  differences.  Next 
was  dealt  with  the  methods  of  measuring  ofmotio  pres- 
sure.     He  took  as  an  example  the  diffusion  of  syi'up 
and  water,  which  when  placed  in  a  vessel  together  be- 
come homogeneous  in  time,  and  added  that  this  power 
of   diffusion  can  be  measured  by  enclosing  the  syrup 
in  a  membrane    and   employing   a  manometer  in  the 
manner  first  laid  down  by  Pfeffer.    The  osmotic  pres- 
sure of  syrup  is  found  to  follow  a  law  which  is  analogous 
to  Boyle's  law.     But  it  is  the  indirect  method  that  is 
more  convenient  for  the  meafurement  of  osmotic  pressure 
and  which  the  authors  employed  in  their  experiments. 
This  method  results  from  the  theory  of  dilute  solutions 
established  by  Van  "t  Hoff  and  Arrhenius,  and  consists 
in  calculating  the  osmotic  pressure  from  the  depression 
of  the  freezing-point  caused  by  the  substance  in  solu- 
tion.    The  freezing-point  of  a  solution  is  usually  lower 
than  that  of  the  pure  solvent,  and  the  extent  of  the 
depression  of  the  freezing-point  depends  upon  the  vapour 
pressure  of  the  solution,  and  is  therefore  related  quanti- 
tatively to  the  osmotic  pressure.    The  apparatus  devised 
by  Beck  was  on  the  table,  and  its  working  was  explained 
by  Mr.  Bennett.    The  thermometer  employed  is  a  very 
delicate  one  graduated  in        ths  of  a  degree,  and  the 
outer  tube  contains  a  'freezing-mixture  of  ice  and  salt. 
The    solution    which    is   being    tested   becomes  cooled 
below  its  freezing-point  as  shown  on  the  thermometer, 
and  then  when  stirred  solidification  is  brought  about 
with  a  rise  in  temperature  to  the  true  freezing-point  of 
the    solution.      Briefly,   solutions  which  have  the  same 
freezing-point  are  iso-osmotic  or,  as  they  are  generally 
termed,  are  isotonic.     The  theory  underlying  this  con- 
clusion was  outlined,  and  the  application  made  of  the 
method  to  mammalian  blood.    Next  followed  a  considera- 
tion of  the  physiological  aspect.    Body-lymph  and  blood- 
plasma  are  the  natural  mediums  in  which  the  cell  units 
perform  their  functions,  and  blood-serum,  which  separates 
after  these  fluids  coagulate,  may  be  looked  upon  as  the 
mother-liquid  of  the  human  body.    It  contains  about  0.85 
per  cent,  of  inorganic  salts  and  about  8  per  cent,  of  pro- 
teins.    In  such  a  fluid  blood-corpuscles  naturally  retain 
their  size  and  shape,  and  as  do  the  corpuscles  in  a  solution 
that  is  isotonic  with  blood-sermn.     Solutions  which  have 
a  lower  osmotic  pressure  than  blood-serum  are  called 
hypotonic,  and  those  of  higher  osmotic  pressure,  hyper- 
tonic.    Hypotonic    solutions    cause    hajmolysis    of  the 
corpuscles,  while  hypertonic  solutions  cause  a  shrinkage 
of  the  corpuscles. 


NORMAL  SALINE  SOLUTION 

is  the  most  familiar  example  of  an  isotonic  solution.  This-. 
is  a  solution  of  sodium  chloride  containing  0.91  gram  in 
99.09  grams  of  distilled  water.  It  is  employed  for  intra- 
venous, subcutaneous,  and  rectal  injections  to  replace- 
liquid  lost  from  the  body  during  h;emorrhage  or  acute 
diarrhoea,  or  to  dilute  the  body  fluids,  and,  by  promoting,- 
diuresis,  assist  the  removal  of  toxic  substances.  It  is 
used  in  abdominal  surgery  to  wash  out  the  peritoneal 
cavity.  The  rise  in  temperature  which  follows  intra- 
venous injections  is  now  attributed  to  bacterial  proteins^ 
which  cannot  be  removed  by  filtration  or  destroyed  by 
sterilisation.  Normal  saline  solution  is  not  an  adequate 
substitute  for  blood-serum  because  of  the  absence  of 
calcium  and  potassium,  which  Ringer  showed  are  essential 
to  the  life  of  the  organism.  The  authors  have  devised  an 
improved  formula  for  this.  The  formulse  given  here  were- 
on  the  blackboard,  and  embody  the  results  of  experi- 
mental work  carried  out  by  the  authors.  Mention  was 
made  of  the  use  of  Atlantic  sea-water  in  place  of  normal 
saline  solution,  in  the  use  of  which  the  reaction  which 
often  follows  is  doubtless  due  to  irremovable  proteins. 


Hypodermic  Injections 
1. 

Morphine  -tartrate  ... 
Glucose  (Merck)  ... 
Distilled  water  to  ... 


0.5  Gm. 
0.268  Gm. 
10  e.c. 


2. 

S-tryelmine  brclroch. 
Sodium  chloride 


Gluoose 

Distilled  water  to 


0.1  Gm. 
0.079  Gm. 


C.442  Gm. 
10  e.c. 


Apomorphine  hydro. 
Dilute  hydro,  .leid  ... 
Sodium  chloride 


0.1  Gm. 
0.1  e.c. 
0.055  Gm. 


Glucose 

Distilled  water  to 


0.3  Gm. 
10  0.0. 


Simple  Solutions 
w/w). 

Gluoose  (Merck)   

Sodium  bicarbonate 

Sodium  bromide   

Sodium  diphosphate 

Sodium  phosphate  

Sodium  sulphate   

Calcium    chloride  (anhy 

drous)   

Calcium  lactate   

Magnesium  sulphate 
Po-ta.ssium  chloride 
Potassium  sulphate 

Borax  

Phenol   


(percentage 


RiiKjer's  Solution. 
Sodium  chloride  ...  0.88  Gm. 
Potassium  chloride  0.025  Gm. 
Calcium  chloride  0.02  Gm. 
Sodium  bicarbonate  0.015  Gm. 
Difitilled   water    to  100  c.o. 

Trunecck's  Serum. 
Sodium  chloride  ...  4.92  Gm. 
Sodium  sulphate  ...  0.44  Gm. 
Sodium  phosphate  ...  0.15  Gm. 
Sodium  carbonate  ...  0.21  Gm. 
Potassium  sulphate  0.40  Gm. 
Distilled  water  to  ...  100  e.c. 

Cheron's  Serum. 
>Sodium   chloride        ...  2Gm. 
Sodium  sulphate        ...     8  Gm. 
Sodium  phosphate     ...     4  Gm. 
Distilled  water        ...100  e.c. 

Local  Anccsthesia  Solutions. 
1. 

jS-eucaine  lactate   ...     0.20  Gm. 
Sodium  chloride     ...     0.87  Gm. 
Distilled  water  to  ...  100  e.c. 
2. 

/3-euoaine  hydroch.  ...     0.20  Gm. 
Sodium  chloride     ...     0.82  Gm. 
Distilled  water  to  ...  100  e.c. 
3. 

No-vocaine    0.25  Gm. 

Sodium  chloride     ...     0.87  Gm. 
Distilled  water  to  ...  100  e.c. 
4. 

Novocaine    0.5  Gm. 

Sodium    chloride   ...     0.82  Gm. 
Distilled  water  to  ...  lOD  e.c. 
5. 

Novooaine    2  Gm. 

Sodium  chloride     ...     0.5  Gm. 

Distilled  water  to...  100  e.c. 
The  authors  protested  against  the  use  of  the  word  "serum  " 
in  connection  with  Trunecek's  and  Cheron's  solutions, 
as  these  are  both  strongly  hypertonic.  The  table  of 
simple  substances  is  useful  to  dispensers  who  may  be 
called  upon  to  make  isotonic  solutions  for  special  pur- 
poses— c-g.,  sodium  bicarbonate  intravenously  injected  is 
recommended  in  the  treatment  of  diabetic  coma.  _  It 
was  mentioned  incidentally  that  although  in  sterilising 
the  bicarbonate  eolution  carbonate  is  formed,  this  only 
amounts  to  a  conversion  of  about  15  per  cent,  in  ten 
minutes'  boiling.  An  outline  of  the  preparation  of 
salvarsan  solution  was  given,  and  it  was  stated  that  the 
majority  of  phvsicians  prefer  intravenous  injection  for 
this  remedy.  The  manufacturers'  directions  produce  a 
hypotonic  solution,  and  it  requires  the  addition  of  sodiunt 
chloride  to  obtain  isotonicity.  The  local  anaesthesia  solu- 
tions are  used  for  various  purposes,  and  the  isotonic: 
state  is  necessary  or  destruction  of  tissue  cells  with 
necrosis  and  sloughing  may  occur.  Cocaine  has  now, 
said  the  authors,  been  replaced  by  /3-eucaine  and 
novocaine  in  these  solutions. 

Hypertonic  solutions  are  employed  for  special  purposes, 
as  in  cholera  and  acute  summer  diarrhoea,  where  sub- 
cutaneous injections  are  administered  ;  in  the  latter  ca,se 
a  5  per  cent,  solution  of  glucose  in  normal  saline  solution 


5.00 
1.32 
1.75- 
2.60 
4.45 
4.0O 

1.17 
4.2& 
6.15 
1.11 
2.07 
2.85 
2.93 
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is  used.  The  B.P.  injections  were  referred  to  and  cor- 
rected in  the  case  of  morphine  tartrate  and  apomorphine. 
Strychnine  is  much  employed  for  hypodermic  injection, 
lleiorence  was  also  made  to  the  use  of  tuberculin  in- 
jections, the  aiithors  p:-eferring  normal  saline  solution  for 
<lilution,  and  to  intraspinal  injections,  a  5  percent,  solution 
■of  itovaine  with  glucose  being  used,  although  the  authors 
.tuj^gest  that  dextrin  would  be  a  better  substance  for 
increasing  t'lo  specific  gravity.  In  concluding  the  paper 
it  was  mentioned  that  it  is  intended  to  direct  attention 
to  the  preparation  of  isotonic  eye-lotions. 

Discussion. 

^Ir.  FiXNEMOEE  expressed  his  appreciation  to  the 
luthors  for  the  very  clear  explanation  of  the  subject 
which  they  had  given.  It  is  a  matter  which  is  coming 
to  the  foio,  and  it  is  useful  for  pharmacists  to  enable 
them  to  be  prepared.  He  noticed  that  the  morphine 
tartrate  (5  per  cent,  solution)  required  glucose  to  make 
it  isotonic,  and  he  asked  them  whether  a  12  per  cent, 
inje.'.tion  of  morphine  acetate  requires  any  glucose 
.added.  At  Guy's  Hospital  the  last-named  solution  is 
?ilways  employed  for  hypodermic  injection. 

]Mr.  \\'hite  said,  in  regard  to  the  suggestion  that  iso- 
tonic solutions  should  be  used  for  washing  wounds,  thi.s 
lias  been  the  custom  of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  for  some 
ten  years  past.  The  logical  conclusion  of  the  matter 
seems  to  be  that  beverages  must  be  isotonic  solutions. 

Mr.  FotrR.\CRE  inquired  as  to  the  change  in  volume 
that  would  ensue  if  normal  saline  solution  were  boiled 
for  ten  minutes,  as  seemed  to  be  suggested. 

Mr.  Holmes  called  attention  to  a  sample  of  allantoin 
■which  has  been  presented  to  the  museum  by  Dr.  Martin- 
•dale  ;  this  cell-proliferant  obtained  from  comfrey-root 
requires  administration  in  saline  solution. 

Mr.  G.\MBLE,  in  reply,  said  that  a  10  per  cent,  solution 
of  morphine  tartrate  is  approximately  isotonic,  and  he 
thought  the  morphine-acetate  solution  to  which  Mr. 
Finnemore  referred  would  be  practically  isotonic.  Reply- 
ing in  a  facetious  vein  to  Mr.  White,  he  said  that  an 
isotonic  solution  of  whisky  would  be  about  3  per  cent. — 
about  a  teaspoonful  in  a  half-pint  of  water.  (Laughter.) 
The  boiling  referred  to  was  only  in  regard  to  the  sodium 
bicarbonate  experiment,  normal  saline  .solution  would 
not  be  prepared  in  the  same  way.  Allantoin  being  a 
non-electrolyte,  an  isotonic  solution  could  be  calculated 
from  its  molecular  weight.  It  is  given  as  a  0.4  per  cent, 
•solution. 

The  President  then  called  on  Mr.  W.  E.  Pratt  to 
read  his  paper  from  the  Society's  Research  Laboratory 
•entitled 

Analysis  of  Ferri  Citr.vs  cum  Quinina 
ET  Strychnina. 

!Mr.  Pr,\tt  imdertook  this  work  with  a  view  to  devising 
a  suitable  method  of  determining  strychnine  in  the 
presence  of  other  alkaloids.  He  referred  to  Harrison 
ami  Gair's  method  of  separating  strychnine  and  quinine 
in  Easton's  syrup  {C.  tt-  D.,  Ixiii.,  241),  and  he  has 
found  this  to  give  very  tatisfactoi'v  results  in  the  case 
■of  ferri  citras  c.  quinina  et  strychnina.  The  methods 
•of  determining  iron  were  also  examined,  comparing  the 
B.P.  gravimetric  method  with  the  U.S. P.  volumetric 
process.  The  latter  he  found  to  give  consistent  results, 
while  the  B.P.  process  is  not  absolutely  reliable,  and 
the  use  of  the  U.S. P.  process  for  iron  combined  with 
llarrifon  and  Gair's  method  for  the  alkaloids  was  recom- 
mended. Incidentally  the  author  compared  the  use  of 
chloroform  and  a  mixture  of  ether  and  chloroform,  these 
lieing  recommended  indifferently  for  the  extraction  of 
alkaloids  from  scale  preparations.  He  found  chloroform 
to  be  most  suitable.  Some  dark-coloured  alkaloidal 
residues  were  found  to  be  contaminated  with  iron.  The 
paper  has  involved  a  lot  of  experimental  work. 

Mr.  Harrison  said  that  it  is  probable  that  the  presence 
of  sulphate  in  the  B.P.  process  for  iron  accounted  for 
the  higher  i-esults  obtained.  The  U.S. P.  volumetric 
method  is  a  very  convenient  one,  but  care  must  be  taken 
to  remove  all  the  alkaloid  first,  and  all  the  details  of 
the  process  mu.st  be  adhered  to.  It  would  be  interesting 
to  t*st  the  U.S.P.  process  against  an  absolute  method. 


He  would  like  to  know  what  method  was  used  to  check 
the  gravimetric  result. 

Mr.  Pratt,  in  reply,  said  he  had  not  found  that  varia- 
tions in  time,  temperature,  and  amount  of  acid  pro- 
duced differences,  except  in  the  second  place  of  decimalf. 
I'he  gravimetric  results  were  checked  by  titration  with 
bichromate. 

The  President  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  authors 
of  the  papers,  which  was  carried  by  acclamation,  and 
he  referred  to  the  course  of  lectures  on  essential  oils 
which  commence  on  April  25. 

In  the  Examination  Hall,  where  refreshments  were 
served,  were  shown  a  specimen  of  allantoin  presented 
by  Dr.  Martindale,  some  early  nineteenth-century  syrup- 
jars  given  by  Mr.  C.  Bond  Smith,  and  a  specimen  of 
a  female  cone  of  the  Queensland  Macrozamia  mount- 
perricnsis  presented  by  Mr.  F.  Manson  Bailey. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY 

OF  IRELAND. 


Council-meeting. 

THE  Council  met  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin,  on 
Wednesday,  March  6,  Sir  Wm.  J.  Baxter,  D.L. 
(President),  in  the  chair.  There  were  also  present  :  Mr. 
JJ.  M,  Watson  (Vice-President).  Mr.  G.  D.  Beggs  (Hon. 
Treasurer),  Mr.  Thomas  Batt,  Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Dunlop,  Mr. 
John  Smith,  and  Mr.  W.  F.  Wells. 

Correspondence. 
Mr.  Ferrall  (Registrar)  read  a  letter  of  thanks  from 
Mr.  J.  Edgar  Connor,  Ph.C,  a  member  of  the  Council, 
for  its  vote  of  condolence  on  the  death  of  his  brother. 
A  letter  was  also  read  from  Messrs.  A.  &  J.  Robinson, 
solicitors,  stating  that  at  the  Fermoy  (co.  Cork)  Petty 
Sessions,  on  February  25,  Mrs.  Annie  Quinlan,  of  Glan- 
worth,  CO.  Cork,  was  fined  51.  on  a  sLrmmons  for  keeping 
open  shop,  with  1?.  costs.  The  remaining  two  summonses 
were  withdrawn  (see  C.  c£-  D.,  March  2,  index  folio  319). 
The  summonses  were  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  "  Biggs's 
Paste  Dip."  The  writer  of  the  letter  was  informed  that 
in  aji  adjoining  townland  a  man  had  been  poisoned  within 
the  previous  few  months  and  that  the  coroner's  jury  had 
found  that  the  cause  of  death  was  sheep-dip.  Another 
letter  was  from  Mr.  Joseph  Donnelly,  solicitor,  in  regard 
to  the  W.  J.  Henning  ca^e,  reported  in  the  same  issue. 

Preliminary  Registration. 
Communications  were  received  from  Messrs.  T.  H.  Giff 
and  J.  G.  McCabe  submitting  Intermediate  Board  certifi- 
cates for  Preliminary  registration,  which  was  granted. 

Changes  of  Address. 
Communications  wore  received  from  Mr.  Dominick  A. 
Dolan,  Ph.C,  notifying  a  change  of  his  address  to  58  Bol-- 
ton  Street,  Dublin,  and  from  Mr.  J.  A.  K.  Thompson, 
R.D.,  stating  that  his  address  had  been  changed  to  the 
Drug  HaU,  Dunmurry,  co.  Antrim. 

Regulations  under  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act. 
Mr.  Ferrall  read  the  following  letter  : 

Dublin  Castle,  February  23,  1912. 
Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  Lords  Justices  to  transmit 
herewith  copies  of  Orders  in  Council  making  regulation;? 
under  Section  5  of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908, 
and  prescribing  that  liquid  preparations  containing  more 
than  5  per  cent,  by  weight  of  free  ammonia  shall  be  substances 
to  which  Section  5  of  the  Act  applies;  and  to  state  that 
their  Excellencies,  having  under  consideration  the  question 
of  making  of  similar  Orders  for  Ireland,  would  be  glad  to  be 
furnished  with  tlie  observations  of  the  Council  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Ireland, 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E,  O'Fareell. 

Appended  to  this  were  an  extract  from  the  Act,  the 
Orders  in  Council  dated  March  22,  1911,  and  July  5, 
1911,  and  copies  of  the  regulations  covered  bv  these 
Orders  (see  C.  d-  D.  Diarij.  1912.  p.  436). 

After  a  discussion,  the  Council  approved  of  the  making 
of  the  regulations,  and  referred  the  subject  to  the  Law 
Comm.ittee  to  consider  any  suggestions  that  might  be 
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made  to  the  Privy  Council  by  way  of  improvement  in 
their  wording. 

Thanks  for  Donation. 
The    Pharmaceutical    Society  of    Great    Britain  was 
thanked  for  copies  of  the  Calendar  and  the  Register. 
Membership. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hardy,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bowden, 
Mr.  F.  H.  R.  Brady.  Ph.C,  12  Park  View  Avenue, 
Harold's  Cross,  Dublin,  was  elected  to  membership. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Beggs,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wells, 
the  following  were  nominated  for  membership  :  Mr.  John 
Jessop,  Ph.C.,  Dispensary  House,  South  Earl  Street, 
Dublin,  and  Mr.  Williani  Sinclair  Taylor,  Ph.C.  The 
Medical  HaU,  Enniskillen. 

Technical  Schools  and  Recognition. 
Mr.  Ferrall  read  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  T.  P. 
Cill,    Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Technical  Instruction  for  Ireland  : 

February  20,  1912. 
Sir,— I  have  to  acquaint  you  for  the  information  of  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  that  repre- 
sentations have  been  made  to  the  Department  for  some  time 
past  respecting  the  refusal  of  your  Council  to  recognise, 
tmder  the  terms  of  Section  IV.  and  XV.  of  the  Regulations 
for  the  Pharmaceutical  Licence  examination,  courses  in  prac- 
tical chemistry  and  botany  conducted  in  certain  of  the 
technical  schools  conducted  by  local  authorities  in  Ireland. 
Attention  has  been  directed  to"  the  fact  that  Irish  candidates 
for  this  examination  who  are  not  resident  in  Dublin,  Belfast, 
Cork,  or  Galway  suffer  great  inconvenience  in  consequence 
of  the  Society's  refusal  to  recognise  courses  of  instruction 
in  these  subjects  which  are  being  conducted  in  the  technical 
schools  in  the  towns  in  which  they  reside.  In  some  of  these 
cases,  at  all  events,  the  Department  are  aware  that  the 
laboratories  are  well  equipped  for  the  instruction  required, 
and  that  the  teachers  employed  are  highly  qualified;  ancl 
they  would  be  glad,  therefore,  to  be  informed  on  what 
grounds  your  Council  refu.'e  to  grant  recognition  in  these 
cases. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  P.  Gill,  Secretary. 

Mr.  Ferrall  was  directed  to  send  a  reply  to  Mr.  Gill's 
communication  to  the  following  effect  : 

While  the  Council  recognise  the  excellent  instruction 
afforded  by  some  of  the  technical  schools  throughout  the 
country,  they  consider  that  for  the  purpose  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical examinations  a  greater  amount  of  attention  is 
necessary  to  be  devoted  to  pharmaceutical  chemistry  than 
is  usual  in  these  schools.  Supervision  of  schools  all  over 
the  country  to  see  that  pharmaceutical  chemistry  is  specially 
taught  woukl  be  impossdile  in  the  case  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  It  is  a  branch  of  chemistry  requiring  a  teacher  with 
special  pharmaceutical  training.  The  present  facilities 
appear  to  be  sufficient,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  has 
really  been  no  demand  by  the  students  themselves. 

Election  of  Ex.uiiners. 

Mr.  James  ^Moles,  B.L..  was  re-elected  an  examiner 
for  the  Preliminary  examination. 

Mr.  James  Guiler,  M.P.S.I.,  was  re-elected  an  examiner 
for  the  Practical  Pharmacy  division  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Licence  examination. 


CHEMICAI.  SOCIETY. 


THE  meeting  held  at  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly, 
London,  W.,  on  ilarch  7  attracted  but  a  moderate 
attendance.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Professor  J.  N. 
Collie,  F.R.S.  Professor  Phillipe  A.  Guye.  Geneva; 
Professor  Thomas  Burr  Osborne.  Newhaven,  Conn.  ; 
Professor  Paul  Walden,  Riga;  and  Professor  Richard 
Willstatter.  Zurich,  were  elected  by  ballot  as  honorary 
and  foreign  members.  The  four  papers  read  contained 
little  of  pharmaceutical  interest.  Mr.  A.  Angel,  in  his 
contribution  relating  to  the  influence  of  chlorine  or 
bromine  on  the  isomeric  changes  of  diacyl  anilides  into 
acylamino  ketones,  showed  that  if  the  para  position  is 
already  occupied  by  one  of  these  halogens,  the  migrating 
group  enters  the  ortho  position,  as  is  the  case  with  the 
methyl  radicle.  Dibenzoyl  />-chlor  (or  p-bromo)  aniline 
yielded  5  chloro  (or  bromo)  o-benzophenone.      The  next 


paper,  by  Dr.  M.  0.  Forster,  F.R.S. .  and  !Mr.  H.  Spinner, 
formed  Part  XXXII.  of 

Studies  in  the  Camphane  Series. 
After  attempts  covering  a  period  of  seven  years,  the  two 
stereo-isomeric  j.so-nitroso  epicamphors  have  been  obtained 
through  phenyl-imino  camphor,  which  it  was  found 
possible  to  oximate  if  the  usual  conditions  were  modified 
by  using  excess  of  alkali.  The  melting-points  of  the  two 
compounds  are  137°  and  170°.  Professor  W.  H.  Perkin 
had  confirmed  these  constants  by  making  the  compounds 
from  epicamphor.  As  with  ordinary  nitroso-caanphor,  one 
of  the  stereo-isomers  is  unstable.  Animal  charcoal  also 
appears  to  have  a  catalytic  effect  in  transfonning  solution 
containing  the  lower  melting-point  into  the  higher  melting- 
point  substance.  This  research  completes  the  series  of 
nitroso-camphors. 

The  Synthesis  of  Glyoxaline  Derivatives  Allied 
to  Pilocarpine 
was  the  subject  of  the  paper  by  Dr.  F.  L.  Pyman,  who 
gave  the  results  of  the  transformations  he  had  effected, 
starting  from  chloro-methyl-glyoxaline  and  sodium-ethyl- 
malonate.  The  compound  obtained  is  not  physiologically 
active,  as  it  lacks  a  lactone  group.  The  butyro-lactone 
group  in  this  compound  was  completed,  but  although  it  is 
connected  with  the  glyoxaline  ring  by  a  methylene  group, 
the  substance  is  again  inert,  the  lactone  grouping  being 
the  wrong  way  round.  Another  series  of  syntheses  from 
condensation-products  of  methyl-glyoxaline,  ethyl-malonate, 
and  a  brom-butyric  ester,  which  was  undertaken  with  the 
object  of  sjTithetising  pilocarpine,  was  given  up  owing  to 
the  large  number  of  stei-eo-isomers  possible.  The  last 
paper,  read  by  Professor  H.  Bassett,  was  bv  himself  and 
Mr.  H.  Taylor  on 

Calcium-nitr.ate  Solutions. 
The  solubility  curves  and  transition  points  of  the  tetra- 
hydrate,  trihydrate,  dihyrate,  and  anhydrous  salt  of  this 
compound  were  given.  The  dihydrate  is  interesting,  as  the 
range  of  temperature  at  which  it  can  exist  in  aqueous 
solution  is  only  a  few  degrees.  It  was  prepared  in  a 
crystalline  state  from  solution  in  water  containing  nitric 
acid,  in  which  mixture  it  is  stable  over  a  much  wider 
range  of  temperature. 


WESTMINSTER  WISDOM. 

The  Week  in  Parliament. 


The  Easter  Recess. 
According  to  present  airangements  the  Easter  Recess 
will  be  of  brief  duration  only — the  Thursday  before  Good 
Friday  to  the  following  Tuesday. 

Registration  of  Nurses. 
iMr.  jMunro  Ferguson,  M.P.,  is  again  introducing  his 
Bill  to  regulate  the  qualifications  of  trained  nurses  and 
to  provide  for  their  registration. 

Date  of  the  Insurance  Act. 
Replying  to  Mr.  F.  Hall,  M.P.,  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  Monday,  Mr.  Masterman  said  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  knew  of  no  reason  why  the  health-insurance 
part  of  tlie  National  Insurance  Act  should  not  come  into 
operation  on  July  15.  It  is  not  intended  that  the  date 
should  vary  in  different  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  Board  of  Trade,  as  at  present  advised,  propose  to 
bring  the  unemployed-insurance  part  into  force  on  the 
same  date  for  the  United  Kingdom  as  a  whole. 

Legislation  on  An.esthetics. 
In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  A.  Lynch, 
M.P.,  asked  the  Home  Secretary  whether  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  during  the  present  Session  to 
introduce  legislation  giving  effect  to  that  portion  of  the 
Departmental  Committee's  report  on  coroners'  law  which 
dealt  with  the  question  of  the  administration  of  anajs- 
thetics. — Mr.  INIcKenna  replied  that  he  regretted  that  he 
did  not  see  any  prospect  of  being  able  to  introduce  legisla- 
tion on  this  subject  during  the  present  Session. 
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Non-Medical  Use  of  Drugs. 

The  following  is  the  resolution  which  'Sir.  Theodore 
Taylor,  ]\I.P.,  would  have  moved  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  Wednesday  had  time  permitted  : 

To  call  attention  to  the  opium  traffic  in  our  Eastern 
Dependencies,  and  to  move:  "That  this  House,  having 
regard  to  its'unaninious  resolutions  upon  the  opium  traffic 
of  Mav  30,  1906,  and  May  6.  1908.  and  to  the  findmgs  of 
the  Shanghai  Intornationai  Opium  Commission  in  February 
1909.  and  of  the  Hague  International  Opium  Conference 
in  December  and  January  last,  and  in  view  of  the  evils 
in  our  Eastern  Colonies' and  Dependencies  produced  by 
tho  non-medical  use  of  opium,  morphia,  and  cocaine,  urges 
his  Majesty's  Government  -speedily  to  forbid  their  such 
non-meclicai  use,  and  in  particular  at  once  to  put  an  end 
to  both  private  and  Government  retail  trading  in  opium 
for  smokmg,  and  as  rigorously  suppress  there  the  pernicious 
habit  of  smoking  opium  as  the  Chinese  Government  does 
in  China." 

Drugs  and  Doctors. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  asked  by  Mr. 
Chiozzii  Money,  M.P.,  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Wednesday  to  state  the  margin  in  respect  of  the  sickness 
and  disablement  benefits  provided  by  the  statutory  con- 
tributions under  the  National  Insurance  Act. 

Mr.  Masterman  rcjilied  that  the  margin  contained  in 
the  premium  of  sevonpeuc  e,  according  to  the  last  report 
of  the  Government  actuaries,  was  0.42(/.  for  men  and  0.53«. 
for  women.  The  weekly  contributions  for  sickness  and 
disablement  benefits  were  given  as  3.17(1.  for  men  and 
2.55rf.  for  women.  Treating  the  margins  as  applicable 
to  these  benefits,  therefore,  they  represent  additions  of 
13  per  cent,  for  men  and  21  per  cent,  for  women. 

Mr.  Chiozza  Money  asked  whether  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  aware  of  the  statement  which  had  been 
circulated  to  the  effect  that  the  margin  was  only  6  per 
cent. 

Mr.  Masterman  replied  that  he  was  endeavouring  to 
give  through  the  Commissioners  publicity  to  all  accurate 
statements. 

!Mr.  Cassell  asked  whether  the  percentage  was  arrived 
at  on  the  a.ssnmption  that  the  payment  to  the  doctors  was 
only  4?.  6d.  per  patient.  If  the  payment  was  what  they 
asked  would  not  the  whole  margin  be  entirely  wiped 
out. 

Mr.  ^[asterman  said  the  actuarial  statement  as  far  as 
the  medical  point  of  view  was  concerned  was  an  allowance 
of  6?.  per  head. 

Mr.  Cassell  inquired  whether  that  included  1.?.  6d.  for 
drugs. 

Mr.  Masterman  said  he  thought  there  was  no  separation 
of  drugs  and  doctors. 

Vivisection  Commission's  Report. 

We  understand  that  the  exhaustive  report  upon  the 
existing  law  in  regard  to  the  practice  of  experimenting 
upon  live  animak.  with  which  the  report  of  the  Royal 
Commission — issued  on  Tuesday — is  prefaced,  was  pre- 
pared by  Sir  William  Collins.  ^M.D..  one  of  the  most 
prominent  members  of  that  body.  The  Commission  was 
originally  appointed  by  the  late  King  Edward  in  1905,  so 
that  its  sittings  have  covered  a  period  of  five  and  a  half 
years.  The  Royal  Commission  on  the  vaccination  question 
went  on  for  .seven  ye^nrs  before  its  investigations  were 
brought  to  a  close.  Among  the  Vivisection  Commission's 
conclusions  are  the  following  : 

Apart  altogether  from  the  moral  and  ethical  questions 
involved  in  the  employment  of  experiments  on  living 
animals  for  scientific  purposes,  we  are,  after  full  considera- 
tion, led  to  think  : 

(1)  That  certain  results,  c'aimed  from  time  to  time 
to  have  lx>en  proved  by  experiments  upon  living 
animals  and  alleged  to  have  been  beneficial  in  preventing 
or  curing  disea??,  have,  on  further  investigation  and  ex- 
perience, been  found  to  be  fallacious  or  useless. 

(2)  That,  notwithstanding  such  failures,  valuable  know- 
ledge has  l>eon  acquired  in  regard  to  physiological  pro- 
cesses and  tlie  causation  of  disease,  and  that  useful  methods 
for  the  prevention,  cure,  and  treatment  of  certain  diseases 
have  resulted  from  experimental  investigations  upon 
living  animals. 

(3)  That,  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  it  is  highly  improbable 
that,  witlwut  experiments  made  on  animals,  mankind 
would  at  the  prcs-ont  time  have  been  in  possession  of  such 
knowledsre. 


(4)  That,  ill  so  far  as  disease  has  been  successfully  pre- 
vented or  its  mortality  reduced,  suffering  has  been 
diminished  in  man  and  in  lower  animals. 

(5)  That  there  is  ground  for  believing  that  similar 
methods  of  investigation  if  pursued  in  the  future  will  be 
attended  with  similar  results. 


TRADE  NOTE^. 


IMessrs.  Ayrton,  Saunders  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Liverpool, 
are  making  a  feature  this  season  of  photographic  pre- 
parations. 

The  West  Surrey  Central  Dairy  Co.,  Ltd.,  Gluildford 
(not  Gloucester,  as  stated  last  week),  are  the  makers  of 
the  "  Cow  Gate  "  brand  of  milk  in  powder  form. 

The  Apollinahis  Calendar  is  a  daily  record  of  sporting 
events  printed  on  monthly  sheets  inserted  in  a  holder 
measuring  20  in.  by  10  in.  It  can  be  obtained  from  the 
company. 

Capsules. — Messrs.  ^Maweon  &  Co.  give  in  their  adver- 
tisement in  this  issue  a  list  of  popular  lines  in  gelatin 
capsules  at  advantageous  prices.  A  speciality  is  the  santal- 
compound  capsules  in  10-minim  size. 

The  Business  of  James  Boulton  &  Co.  has  been  dis- 
posed of  to  Boulton,  Macro,  Ltd.,  who  will  continue  it 
at  the  same  address,  thoroughly  reorganised  on  up-to- 
date  lines,  and  with  considerable  alterations  undertaken  in 
order  to  allow  for  expansion  and  more  efficient  control  and 
manufacture. 

Easter  Holidays. — We  shall  be  glad  to  receive  prompt 
notice  from  wholesalers  as  to  their  Easter  closing.  In 
the  meantime  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  inform  us 
that  their  Bethnal  Green  premises  will  be  closed  from 
April  5  to  8,  but  their  depots  at  Plough  Court,  E.C.,  and 
Vere  Street,  W.,  will  attend  to  small  urgent  orders. 

RoQUES'  Alkaloids. — Mr.  Ferdinand  Roques,  Paris,  is 
an  important  French  manufacturer  of  alkaloids  and  fine 
chemicals.  He  specialises  in  cocaine,  pilocarpine  and 
sparteine,  these  being  sold  under  the  brand  name 
"Roques."  Other  manufactures  are  refined  camphor, 
iodides,  iodoform,  iodothymol,  bromides,  bromoform,  bis- 
muth salts,  cacodylates  and  methylarsenates.  Messrs.  W. 
Charity  &  Sons,  14  Harp  Lane,  E.C.,  are  the  London 
agents. 

Compressed-sulphur  Tablets. — We  have  before  us  five 
varieties  of  oompres.sed-sulphur  tablets  made  by  iNIessrs. 
W.  B.  Cartwright,  Ltd.,  Rawdon.  near  Leed^;.  The  shapes 
of  the  tablets  are  square,  oblong,  oval,  and  round,  the 


SULFIHiyi 
TABLETS 

A  Spring  Medicine. 


THE  BEST  AND 
.MOST  PALATABLE 
W  A  \'  TO  TAKE 
S  U  L  P  H   L  K 


FOR 

CHILDREN 
ASh  ADULTS, 


last-named  being  in  two  kinds,  flat  and  concave.  They 
are  turned  out  with  a  finish  which  it  is  impossible  to 
attain  with  lozenges,  but  the  price  is  kept  at  the  rate  of 
6c/.  per  lb.  in  hundredweight  lots.  The  company  supply 
showcards  to  their  customers,  and  these  aid  considerably  in 
selling  this  popidar  spring  medicine.  The  design  of  one 
of  the  cards  is  shown  in  the  engraving,  and  the  other 
designs  are  equallv  chaste.  The  size  cf  the  showcards  is 
12  in.  bv  9i  in. 
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PERSONALITIES. 

Notes  for  this  section  sent  to  tlie  Editor  should  be  authenticated, 
and  must  not  be  in  the  nature  of  advertisements. 


Mr.  J.  H.  Francis,  chemi.st  and  druggist,  of  Wrexham, 
has  been  elected  a  member  of  tlie  Committee  of  the 
Wrexham  Infrrmary. 

Alderman  E.  Fitzhugh,  Ph.C,  is  to  be  appointed 
Assistainb  Grand-Director  pf  Ceremonies  at  the  fo.Tth- 
coming  anniial  meeting  of  the  Masons  of  the  United  Grand 
Lodge  of  Enghmd. 

Mr.  J.  AvERiLL,  Ph.C,  10  Market  Square,  Stafford, 
has  been  elected  a  trustee  of  the  town's  Poor  Burgesses' 
Charity,  and  re-elected  Chairman  of  the  Governors  of  King 
Edward  VI.  Grammar  School,  Stafford. 

Dr.  H.  Brereton  Baker,  M.A.,  D.Sc,  F.R.S.,  has  been 
appointed  to  succeed  Sir  Edward  Thorpe,  C.B.,  who  is 
resigning  the  Professorship  of  Chemistry  at  the  Imperial 
College  of  Science  and  Technology  at  the  end  of  the  present 
session. 

At  their  Majesties'  Court  in  Buckingham  Palace  on 
Friday  evening,  March  8,  Lady  Boot  was  presented  by 
Mrs.  Asquith,  and  Miss  Dorothy  Boot  by  her  mother. 
Lady  Mackenzie  Davidson  was  presented  by  the  Countess 
of  Aberdeen. 

Mr.  I.  H.  B  URKILL,  Economic  Botanist  to  the  Botanical 
Survey  of  India,  has  been  granted  leave  for  six  months 
from  April  17.  Mr.  David  Hooper.  Curator,  Industrial 
Section.  Indian  Museum,  will  officiate  in  addition  to  his 
own  duties. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Thomas,  who  won  first  and  championship 
prizes  at  the  London  Hackney  Show  with  his  pony  mare 
"  Paula,"  is  proprietor  of  the  business  of  Cousins,  Thomas 
&  Sons,  chemists,  Oxford.  This  is  the  third  year  that 
Mr.  Thomas  has  taken  the  championship,  and  on  this  occa- 
sion other  two  ponies  carried  off  prizes. 

Mr.  F.  C.  Wood,  who  recently  became  travelling  repre- 
.sentative  of  Eucryl,  Ltd.,  Hull,  studied  at  Manchester 
Technical  School  for  six  years,  obtaining  a  scholarship  at 
that  institution.  His  special  subjects  were  chemistry, 
metallurgy,  and  physics,  and  he  filled  a  position  as  assis- 
tant chemist  and  metallurgist  before  going  on  the  road. 

Mrs.  W.  Watson-Will,  of  Moimt  Lodge.  Streatham 
Hill,  nS.W.,  having  observed  that  the  Football  Cup  pre- 
sented by  her  late  husband  for  conipetition  between  teams 
representing  the  Schools  of  Pharmacy  in  the  metropolis 
has  been  won  outright  by  the  London  College  of  Phar- 
macy, is  presenting  another  cup  which  will,  as  far  as 
possible,  be  a  replica  of  the  first  one. 

Me.  J.  W.  Franklin,  principal  of  Messrs.  J.  Thompson 
&  Co.,  wholesale  chemists  and  druggists,  Kobe,  Japan, 
is  now  in  London,  and  we  understand  will  remain  until 
about  June.  Mr.  Franklin  will  be  pleased  to  receive 
communications  from  anyone  interested  in  the  Japanese 
drug  and  chemical  markets.  Letters  nafy  be  addres.sed 
f/o  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  Office. 

In  connection  with  the  resumed  negotiations  respecting 
the  coal  strike,  Mrs.  John  Morgan  Rich<ards  sent  to  the 
Foreign  Office  on  March  12.  from  the  gardens  of  Steephill 
Castle,  Ventnor,  a  large  selection  of  flowers  tied  with 
liatriotic  ribbons,  and  bearing  a  card  inscribed,  "To  the 
flight  Hon.  Herbert  Asquith.  For  the  council  table  of 
masters  and  miners." 

Professor  T.  P.  Anderson  Stuart,  LL.D.,  M.D., 
Professor  of  Physiology  in  Sydney  University  and  Dean 
of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  was  presented  to  the  King 
by  Earl  Beauchamp  at  the  Levee  held  at  St.  James's 
Palace  on  Monday,  March  11.  Professor  Anderson  Stuart 
is  a  native  of  Dumfries,  and  was  apprenticed  to  a  firm 
of  chemists  there.  He  passed  the  Minor  examination  in 
1873,  before  he  reached  his  seventeenth  year :  subse- 
quently he  studied  medicine  at  the  Edinburgh  University, 
.graduating  as  M.B.,  CM.  in  1880.  His  Alma  Mater  con- 
ferred the  honorary  degree  of  LL.D.  upon  him  in  1900. 


INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT! 


Postal  Address : 

&  D.  INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 
.Telegraphic  Address  :  "CHEMICUS  LONDON." 
Telephone  No. :   BANK  852  (two  lines). 


•   INFORMATION  WANTED. 

We  would  be  obligred  if  any  reader  would  inform  us  by  post- 
card or  telephone  who  are  the  makers  or  agents  of  the  articles 
mentioned  in  the  following  inquiries : 


Baun's  hoof -dressing. 
'■  Rainbow  "  soothers. 
'"Cabinet"  toilet-roll. 
Seymour's  obesity-cure. 
"  Oxonite  Glove-soap." 
"  Nurse  Bennett's  Pills." 
Crataegus  (Nelson  &  Co.). 
"  Foster  Mother  "  feeder. 
"  Poudre  d'Elyse":  makers. 
"  Kuskus  "  perfume  :  supply. 
Dr.  Mackenzie's  asthma-powder. 
"  Eveil  des  fleurs  "  face-powder. 
"  Trinity  "  brand  blood-albumen. 
Moore's  distemper  toxin  for  dogs. 
Westmacott's  pectoral  balsam:  supply. 
"  Culvert  "  brand  crinkled  toilet-paper. 
"  Enserol "  fluid  (said  to  be  American). 
"  Erasmus  Wilson's  Benzoated  Zinc  Ointment." 
Cai-dboard  eye-shades  (registered  number,  318,426). 
Cardboard   boxes,    paraffin   lined    (for  packing 


108/14. 

105/32. 

104/21. 

104/19. 

107/12. 

103/45. 

106/44. 

108  13. 

101/71. 

106/43. 

108/12. 

103/14. 

104/23. 

106/59. 

104/211. 

106/28, 

104/210. 

105/34. 

105/10. 

106/58. 
honey,  etc.). 

104/212.  "  Pommade 
Brenac,  Havre). 


Antidaybreuse  "      (Le  Docteur 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 

During  the  past  week  we  have  answered  inquiries  as  to  the 
makers  or  sellers  of  the  following  articles.  The  information  will 
be  repeated  to  other  inquirers  who  send  to  this  Department  a 
stamped  and  addressed  envelope  for  the  purpose. 


Albolene  liquid,  106/56 
■'  Anchor  "  tooth-brushes, 
102/63 

Antiphlogistine,  104/800 
Anusol  suppositories,  104/8 
Bell  &  Riddle's  discs,  102/431 
Blood-albumen,  104/23 
Broncholine,  100/23 
Cachet  makers  (French  and 

Austrian),  107/9 
Cardboard  boxes  (lever  lid 

tin  top  and  tin  bottom), 

105/60 

Chance's  soda  bicarbonate, 

makers,  102/48 
Corrugated  paper,  104/35 
'■  Crown  "  tooth-brushes, 

102/630 

Curtis's  anti- abortion,  pow- 
der (for  cattle),  105/900 
Cut-out  paper  letters,  103/59 
Davis  &  Lawrence's  agents, 
107/32 

Descliion's  syrup  of  hfemo- 

globin.  104/221 
Disinfectant    (miscible  and 

soluble  in  sea-water),  98/16 
Egg-preserving  buckets 

105/48 

"  Eukotas  "  disinfectant, 
106/47 

"  Ever-ready  "  safety-razor, 

106/42 
"  Feluna  "  pills,  106/30 
"  Hebe  "    santal  capsules, 

105/35 

Heine  (Leipzig)  agent,  104/20 


"  Hosezene  "  sanitary  towels, 
105/36 

Kaolin  poultice  (Board  of 

Trade),  102/65 
Karox  compound,  104/22 
■•  Killgerm  '_'  fluid,  106/47 
"  Kvnazon  "      for  cattle. 

102/430 
Mothaline,  106/45 
Neuracetin,  106/41 
Nitrolim.  107/52 
"  Noridal  "  suppositori3s, 

106/46 

Parchment  paper,  105/49 

Pebecol.  104/801 

"■  Perfection  "  atomisers 

(London  supply),  102/65 
Perrv    Davis's  pain-killer, 

10672 

Fridge's  inks,  102/43 
Putty  powder,  106/68 
"  Rexall  "  remedies,  105/71 
Robin's  peptonate  of  iron, 

104/220 
Rome's  sheep-bath.  101/6 
Sand-glasses,  104/41 
Screw-cap  malt  and  oil  jars, 

106/27 

Seamless  tins  (deep),  100/50 
Snowden's  disinfectants, 

103/49 
Synol  soap.  106/1 
Tablet-bottles  (South  African 

inquiry).  104/25 
Toilet-powder  boxes,  round 

(lift-off  lids).  105/38 
"  Wintono  "      tonic  wine. 

106/48 


Mr.  a.  H.  iM.  Muter,  F.I.C.,  is  recommended  by  the 
Public  Health  Committee  of  the  Lambeth  Borough  Council 
for  appointment  as  public  analyst. 
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OBSERVATIONS  &  REFLECTIONS. 

By  Xrayser  II. 


A  Pharmaceutical  Friendly  Society, 

as  suggested  in  your 
leading  artic  le  last  weok,  is  a  very  excellent  idea.  I  gather 
from  a  perusal  of  the  circular  from  which  you  quote  that 
any  firm,  however  small,  can  arrange  for  the  formation  of 
an  approved  society  consisting  entirely  of  its  own  workers. 
Further,  where  a  firm  undertakes  to  guarantee  the  solvency 
of  the  society,  certain  privileges  accrue  to  the  members. 
It  is  quite  true  that  many  firms  may  consider  that  they 
will  be  hard  enough  hit  already  by  their  ha»ving  to  con- 
tribute to  the  Insurance  Fund,  and  possibly  these  may 
decide  to  stand  aloof  and  let  their  workers  find  their  own 
way  through  the  mazes  of  the  Act  as  best  they  can,  but 
even  so  I  hope  there  will  still  be  enough  left  to  form  a 
sufficiently  large  membership  to  allow  of  an  approved 
society  being  worked  under  the  auspices  of  the  Inter- 
national Pharmaceutical  Committee.  Your  suggestion  is 
at  least  worthy  of  ver\-  careful  consideration,  and  it  should 
not  be  lost  sight  of. 

The  One  Gleam  of  Sunshine 

in  the  rather  sombre  outlook  for 
official  pharmacy  is  that  for  the  first  time  in  many  years 
the  number  of  pharmacy  students  registered  has  exceeded 
the  average  annual  loss  of  qualified  chemists.  Everyone 
knows  that  for  some  years  past  the  register  has  not  kept 
pace  with  the  increase  of  population.  That  it  has  not 
actually  fallen  in  numbers  is  simply  due  to  there  having 
been  in  the  country  a  large  number  of  registered  students 
who  had  not  gone  in  for  the  qualification.  This  surplus 
stock,  so  to  speak,  has  been  gradually  worked  off,  and  the 
new-comers  have  been  nothing  like  sufficient  to  maintain 
a  healthy  register.  Now  that  supply  and  demand  are 
regaining  their  normal  relations,  my  advice  to  the  powers 
that  be  is,  "  Keep  your  hands  off  the  machine  and  let  well 
alone."  As  far  as  I  can  judge  the  official  ship  is  kept  from 
sinking  solely  by  the  examination-fees ;  but  for  these  the 
"  Square  "  would  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver 
long  ago. 

The  Certificate 

of  the  Pharmacy  and  Drug  Store  Society  is 
decidedly  smart  in  every  sense  of  the  term,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  deserves  any  higher  j^raise.  As  a  credential  it  is 
too  vague  to  have  much  force  with  the  public,  and  possibly 
it  may  suggest  embarrassing  inquiries.  Who  are  they  who 
thus  certify  one  another's  competence,  and  what  is  the 
standard,  what  are  the  means,  by  which  they  judge  of 
competence  ?  Does  their  certificate  mean  more  than  this — 
the  man  conducts  a  pharmacy  :  argal,  he  is  competent  to 
conduct  a  pharmacy  ?  Really  I  think  that  blessed  word 
"examination"  ought  to  have  been  lugged  in  somehow. 
And  as  a  work  of  art  the  thing  will  not  bear  criticism. 
The  lett«rpress  indeed  is  good  and  well  spaced,  but  the 
rest  is  deplorable.  Here  we  have  ^yould-be  classical  pillars 
with  most  unclassical  ornamentation  but  no  entablature ; 
they  are  massive  enough  to  support  the  porch  of  a  temple, 
yet  there  is  nothing  behind  them,  and  apparently  they 
carry  nothing  but  a  bent  iron  railing  with  a  medal  hanging 
from  it.  The  symbolical  figures  scattered  about  with  a 
liberal  hand  are'so  conceived  that  their  symbolism  needs 
(and  receives)  interpretation  after  the  fashion  of  the  child's 
inscription  below  his  drawing — "  This  is  a  horse." 
There  is,  too,  a  suspicion  of  a-dvertisement  in  these  figures ; 
some  of  them  clearly  mean  business  rather  than  decorative 
beauty.  There  may  be  some  occult  artistic  value  in  a  set 
of  artificial  teeth  or  a  gouged-out  eye,  but  it  is  not  brought 
out  in  this  design. 


Lord  Justice  Buckley's  Dictum 

with  regard  to  substitution, 
will  possibly  be  a  relief  to  some  over-scrupulous  con- 
sciences, and  we  may  all  welcome  it  as  a  legal  definition 
protecting  us  from  prosecution  for  an  entirely  natural  and 
proper  act.  We  are  so  accustomed  to  legal  decisions  which 
to  the  lay  mind  seem  contrary  to  common  sense  that  we  may 
well  be  thankful  in  this  case.  The  contention  that  the 
retailer  is  bound  to  supply  exactly  what  is  asked  for  md 
must  not  attempt  to  induce  his  customer  to  accept  some- 
thing else  is  so  monstrous  an  infringement  of  individual 
liberty  that,  one  "would  have  supposed,  it  need  only  be 
stated  to  be  rejected  by  all  unprejudiced  persons  ;  yet  it  has 
been  put  forward  with  such  audacity  as  to  impose  upon 
some  of  the  weaker  folk  even  among  those  who  would  be 
most  injuriously  affecte<}  by  it.  "  Substitution  "  of  this  kind 
is,  as  I  have  often  said,  merely  a  question  of  policy.  It 
is,  of  course,  unfair  to  push  our  own  goods  at  the  expense  of 
advertisers  between  whom  and  ourselves  a  mutual  under- 
standing has  been  arrived  at,  but  in  the  absence  of  special 
agreement  we  are  as  free  to  sell  as  proprietors  are  free  to 
advertise ;  they  need  our  help  more  than  w-e  need  theirs, 
and  neither  they  nor  we  have  any  right  to  restrict  the 
others'  liberty. 

The  Prescribing  of  Pepsin 

has,  according  to  Mr.  Donald. 
]\IcEwan,  trebled  in  twenty-four  years,  and  the  use  of  other 
digestive  ferments  has  also  increased.  I  am  not  surprised 
to  hear  the  latter  statement,  for  the  middle-aged  among 
us  must  all  be  familiar  with  the  immense  development 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  use  of  preparations  of  the 
peptonising  class  within  our  own  experience,  but  I  confess 
that  I  was  not  prepared  to  expect  a  similar  increase  as 
regards  pepsin.  Doubtless,  however,  Mr.  ilcEwan'e 
statistics  are  to  be  trusted  rather  than  one's  impressions, 
and  assuming  that  he  is  right,  the  explanation  will  be  found 
in  the  much  greater  attention  being  paid  to  increasing  the 
digestive  power  of  pepsin  than  used  to  be  the  case  when  I 
was  an  apprentice.  In  those  days  a  pepsin  that  would 
digest  2,500  times  its  weight  of  boiled-egg  albumen  was  a 
curiosity ;  in  fact,  the  average  pepsin  was  so  weak  that 
there  need  be  small  wonder  that  teachers  of  therapeutics 
declared  that  the  substance  was  of  no  use  as  a  digestive 
agent.  Things  are  very  different  to-day,  and  the  fact  that 
medical  men  can  rely  on  getting  results  through  the  use  of 
pepsin  has  no  doubt  gone  far  to  the  rehabilitation  of  the 
ferment. 

Miss   Stoddart's   Life  of  Paracelsus, 

published  by  Mr, 
Murra}'  towards  the  close  of  last  year,  is  rather  a  pane- 
gyric upon  the  man  than  a  critical  estimate  of  his  work. 
Inspired  by  Browning's  poem,  it  aims,  as  the  waiter  says, 
"  rather  to  vindicate  a  great  man's  fame  than  to  attempt 
the  appraisal  of  what  he  did  for  the  evolution  of  research." 
There  are,  indeed,  indications  in  the  book  that  Miss 
Stoddart  lacked  the  scientific  equipment  necessary  for  the 
latter  task,  and  her  account  of  the  practice  and  teaching 
of  Paracelsus  appears  to  be  based  almost  entirely  upon 
the  works  of  Dr.  Sudhoff,  Dr.  Carl  Aberle,  Dr.  Julius 
Hartmann,  and  the  Professors  Franz  and  Carl  Strunz. 
These  names  are  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  the  substantial 
accuracy  of  the  book  as  regards  matters  of  fact,  but  it  m 
probable  that  the  author's  enthusiasm  has  given  a  some- 
■\vhat  exaggerated  colour  to  the  portrait  she  paints,  and 
her  evident  partisanship  sometimes  makes  one  hesitate  to 
accept  her  opinion  of  her  hero's  character  and  conduct. 
She  dismisses  rather  too  curtly  the  charge  of  intemperance 
brought  against  him,  and  although  she  does  not  exactly 
credit  him  with  meekness  or  modesty,  she  represents  him 
as  the  victim  rather  than  the  provoker  of  the  strife  in 
which  so  much  of  his  life  was  involved,  and  claims  for  him 
both  the  right  and  the  victory  in  his  attacks  on  Galen  and 
his  followers.  Paracelsus  is  presented  to  us  as,  above  all 
things,  a  deeply  religious  man,  a  Christian  mystic  and 
teacher,  an  evangelist  of  rare  self-devotion,  and  almost 
a  saint.  His  errors  were  due  to  his  time  ;  his  greatness 
was  all  his  own.  Whatever  the  facts  may  be.  Miss  Stod- 
dart has  left  us  a  very  interesting  book,  which  may  be 
recommended  to  all  who  care  for  the  history  of  medicine. 
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Showcards  and  Literature 
on  application. 


Grand  Prix 


LEEDS. 


Turin  1911. 


PHARMAOEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS. 

Tinctures,  OinMiicnts,  Pills,  Tablets,  Supposito) its. 
li.l'.c:.  (1911),  Galenicals,  At. 

SURGICAL  INSTAUMENTS. 

X-Ray  Apparatus  and  Medical  Batteries,  Dressings,  *c. 

AERATED  BEVERAGES. 

sparkling  Phosfcrrade,  Puntzer,  Dry  Ginger  Ale,  &c. 

SCIENTIFIC  APPARATUS 

(Chemical,  Physical  and  Plioto  grapljic).  Balances  and  Weights. 
CHEMICALS    FOR  TECHNICAL  AND   ANALYTICAL  PURPOSES. 


FRENCH 

arvd  all  Foreigr\ 

PROPRIETARY 
MEDICINES 

car^  be  obtained  from 

W1LC0X,J0ZEAU&C9 

49  liaymarket  London -S W 
Pricd  List  on  Applicatrbf* 
Special  Export  r<zrms 

Forefgn  Prescriptions, 
dispensed  for 
Pharmacists 


PATENTS  AND  TRADE  MARKS. 

There  are  many  worrying  diEBcultles  to  be  overcome  in  connection  with  th« 
Uenistration  or  Trade  Marks  and  the  grant  of  Letters  Patent  which  mem- 
bers of  the  Retail  and  Whoiesale  I-)rui;  Trade  can  avoid  by  consulting  an 
efflcient  agent,  who  would  undertake  all  the  trouble  for  an  inclueive  fee  and 
obtain  protection  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  abroad.  Advice  in  the  first 
loatance  free.   Pamphlets  gratis. 

5u  Ludgrate  HIM,  London.   REGINALD  W.  BARKER. 


S.V.M. 

Jas.  Burrough  Ltd. 


METHYLATED  SPIRIT 

Also  RECTIFIED  SPIRIT. 

Sa  Vi  Ra 

D.I.  Cale  Distillery,  Mutton  Road, 
LAMBETH,  S.E. 


Weed  Killer. 
Lawn  Sand. 
Fumigants, 
Insecticides. 
Summer  Shade. 
Bordeaui  Mliture,&.c 


Saleable  Lines.  Gsod  Profit. 
Attractive  Advertising. 


Tomllnson  &  Hayward,  Ltd,,  Lincoln, 


FLETCHERS' 


FOR  TINCTURES,  INFUSIONS, 
AND  SYRUPS. 


GONGENTRATED 


Soie  Proprietors : 
FLETCHER,  FLETCHER,  &  CO.,  Ltd. 
London  and  Sydney. 
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Editorial  Articles. 

Scheduling  Hypnotics. 

The  Schedule  of  Poiisona  attached  to  the  Poisons  and 
Pharmacy  Act,  1908.  marked  an  innovation  in  complexity, 
but  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  on  March  6  [G.  <£■  D.,  March  9,  index  folio 
375)  will,  if  the  Privy  Council  approve  of  it,  call  for  more 
advanced  knowledge  of  organic  chemistry  on  the  part  of 
those  who  would  wish  to  determine  if  a  certain  hypnotic 
is  scheduled  or  not.  The  first  part  of  the  resolution,  sug- 
gesting the  replacement  of  "  sulphonal  "  by  "sulphonal. 
its  derivatives,  and  poisonous  derivatives  of  mercaptol,"  is 
obviously  intended  to  bring  trional  a,nd  tetronal  into 
Part  II.  of  the  'Scliedule.  The  above  three  sulphone 
derivatives  form  part  of  a  series  of  oxidation-products  of 
mercaptols  made  by  condensing  mercaptans  or  thio- 
alcohols  with  ketones.  Mercaptol,  (CHJ,  :  C  :  (SC„H,),. 
or  dimethyl  diethyl  mercaptol,  is  usually  understood  when 
mercaptol  alone  is  referred  to.  This  compound  is  the 
condensation-product  of  acetone  (CH3.CO.CH3)  and 
mercaptan  (C,H..SHj).  On  oxidising  mercaptol  with  suit- 
able reagents,  sulphonal,  (CHJ,  :  C  :  (SO,C,H,)„  i'3 
obtained.  If  methyl  ethyl  ketone '(C.H,  :  CO  CHJ  bs 
condensed  with  mercaptan,  and  the  product  oxidised, 
trional.  C.H^.CH,  :  C  :  (SO,C,H,,)„  is  obtained,  while 
with  diethyl  ketone,  tetronal,  (C„H,),,  :  C  :  (SO,C,H,),,  is 
formed.  The  physiological  effectis  of  these  compounds  is 
apparently  due  to  the  ethyl  radicles,  as  the  sulphone  with 
four  methyl  groups,  (CHJ^  :  C  :  {SO^CHj),,  is  inactive, 
while  the  sulphone  with  one  ethyl  radicle — 
C,H,.CH,  :  C  :  (SO.CHJ,. 
— has  only  a  slight  narcotic  action.  These  two  compounds 
would  be  excluded  from  the  Schedule  on  the  grounds  that 
they  are  not  poisonous  and  not  derivatives  of  sulphonal. 
Both  trional  and  tetronal  possess  more  marked  hypnotic 
properties  than  sulphonal.  A  notable  point  arises  in  con- 
nection with  "  reversed  ''  sulphonal — 

(C,H,).,  :  C  :  (SOXH3), 
— which  can  be  held  as  not  being  a  derivative  of  sulphonal 
or  mercaptol,  and  therefore  as  not  liable  to  come  into  the 
Schedule  ;  yet   it   ha.s  a  similar  physiological  action  to 
sulphonal. 

The  second  part  of  the  re-solution  states  that  "  di-ethyl 
barbituric  acid  and  other  derivatives  of  barbituric  acid 
and  all  poisonous  ureides  and  their  derivatives  "  ought  to 
be  placed  in  Part  II.  of  the  Schedule.  Veronal  is 
admittedly  aimed  at  here  :  but  the  net  is  cast  for  a  series 
of  other  hypnotics  as  well,  and  the  area  covered  is  not 
o  408 
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easy  to  dfliniit.  The  urfides  are  a  type  of  compounds 
Allied  to  a  I  id  amides  which  contain  the  group  NH.CO.NH. 
Parabanie  acid  (oxalyl  urea)  and  alloxan  (mesoxalyl  urea) 
are  fairly  simple  types,  which,  however,  are  not  poi(3onou6. 
Barbituric  acid  is  nialonyl  urea,  and  its  di-ethyl  derivative 
is  veronal  (also  known  as  malonal,  malourea,  hypnogen, 
and  deba).    This  compound  has  the  formula 

and  it  would  be  included  in  the  Schedule  owing  botli  to 
specific  mention  and  as  a  jioisonous  ureide.  Proponal  (di- 
propyl-malonyl  urea)  would  similarly  be  included  for  two 
i-easons.  Veronal-sodium  or  medinal  (sodium  salt  of  di- 
ethyl-barbituric  acid)  is  also  included  in  two  sub-sections. 
The  length  of  the  aliphatic  side-chains  has  an  important 
influence  on  the  toxicity  of  derivatives  of  barbituric  acid 
or  malonyl  urea;  thus  methyl-ethyl-malonyl  urea  is  much 
less  toxic  than  veronal,  the  corresponding  di-ethyl  com- 
pound, while  proponal  (the  di-propyl  derivative)  is  even 
more  toxic  than  veronal.  With  di-isobutyl  malonyl  urea 
the  toxicity  is  again  much  decreased,  and  it  is  so  slight 
in  the  di-iso-amyl-malonyl  urea  that  it  could  scarcely  be 
described  as  a  poisonous  ureide ;  yet  these  would  come 
into  the  .Schedule.  It  is  perhaps  as  well  to  mention  that 
tillantoin  and  the  oxypurin  derivatives,  such  as  uric  acid, 
theobromine  and  its  derivatives  (diuretin,  agurin, 
euphjdlin),  theophylline  (theocin),  caffeine,  etc.,  contain 
the  ureide  grouping,  and  that  the  c^uestion  arises  as  to 
whether  they  are  poisonous.  Bromural  (alpha-brom-iso- 
valerianyl  urea)  and  adalin  (di-ethyl-bromo-acetyl  urea) 
■contain  the  group  NH.CO.NH,,  which  might  be  held 
not  to  conc-titute  the  true  ureide  grouping,  which  is  usually 
part  of  a  cyclic  compound.  Further,  it  cannot  be  said  that 
these  two  liypnotics  are  poisonous,  as  no  death  is  as  yet 
traceable  to  either  of  them.  On  the  latter  ground  they 
would  appear  to  be  excluded  from  the  definition.  Urea 
<lerivatives  like  nrethane  (ethyl  carbamate),  phenyl  ure- 
thane  (euphorine),  and  hedonal  (methyl-propyl-carbinol 
nrethane).  although  possessing  hypnotic  properties  and 
•closely  allied  to  the  ureddes,  are  excluded  from  the  pro- 
posed additions,  as  they  are  not  derivatives  of  barbituric 
acid  and  are  not  ureides.  Urol  (urea  quinate)  and  ursal 
(urea  salicylate)  would  similarly  be  excepted.  Our  object 
in  going  into  these  details  is  to  illustrate  the  danger  of 
general  and  comprehensive  entries  for  the  Poisons 
Schedule.  The  veronal  resolution,  in  particular,  is  one  of 
the  "  Don't  know  whei-e  we  are  "  type,  which  will  be  a 
constant  worry  to  all  having  to  do  with  the  sale  of  poisons. 


Cinchona  in  Java. 

The  report  for  the  year  1910  of  the  Government  cinchona 
Tindertakings  in  Java  is  of  an  unusually  practical  character, 
and  contains  several  items  of  interest  to  cim  hona-planters' 
apart  from  the  usual  statistical  and  academic  information.' 
The  total  number  of  trees  in  the  plantations  was  5.856,000, 
an  increase  of  287,000  on  the  previous  year,  due  to'  the 
filling  up  of  spaces  in  the  gardens  and  partly  to  the 
replanting  of  the  areas  cleared  of  liybrid  grafts.  The 
area  devoted  to  pharmaceutical  bark  (Cimliomt  ."urrinbra) 
IS  still  being  reduced,  and  in  future  this  species  will  only 
be  grown  at  the  Kawa-Tjiwidei  and  Tjiliwoeng  plant^"'- 
tions,  partly  because  this  kind  does  well  there  and  partly 
owing  to  the  low  prices  realised  for  succirubra  bark  in 
recent  years.  The  Government  still  finds  difficulty 
<apparently  :n  disposing  of  its  C.  robu.^ta  bark,  and  the 
report  suggests  that  as  in  this  bark  the  alkaloids  occur 
in  combination  with  tannin,  there  is  no  reason  whv  it 


should  not  be  prescribed  by  Pharmacopoeias  in  place  of 
succirubra  bark.  Experiments  in  continuous  planting  of 
cinchona  in  the  same  soil  show  that  after  the  third  or 
fourth  clearing  the  bark  obtained  is  valueless  at  the  low 
piices  prevailing  for  quinine,  but  it  is  not  quite  clear 
whether  this  is  due  to  continuous  use  of  the  same  "  stocks," 
exhaustion  of  the  soil,  or  increase  in  root-disease.  Succi- 
rubra is  found  to  be  much  more  resistant  to  root-disease 
than  hybrids,  and  is  therefore  preferred  for  "stocks." 
It  has  been  found  advantageous  to  keep  young  plants  in 
baskets  filled  with  soil  before  planting  them  out,  and  then 
to  plant  them,  basket  and  all.  The  basket  gradually 
decays  and  the  young  plant  benefits  from  the  fact  that  its 
roots  are  not  withdrawn  from  the  soil  in  the  course  of 
planting  out.  As  a  means  of  resistance  to  disease  greater 
attention  is  now  being  given  to  the  growth  of  sturdy 
plants,  and  manuring  and  deep-soil  working  are  especially 
advocated  for  this  purpose.  A  portion  of  the  plantations 
has  been  devoted  to  selection  experiments  on  tea  with  a 
view  to  the  production  of  high-class  tea-seed  for  sale  to 
planters  embarking  on  tea-cultivation. 

The  report  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1911  has  also 
appeared  recently.  It  states  that  the  drought  continued  to 
the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  rainfall  and  number  of  w^et 
days  were  below  the  average  for  the  years  1906-10.  Tha 
drougnt  was  of  distinct  advantage  to  the  old  trees,  already 
producing  bark,  but  it  prevented  development  in  the  nur- 
series and  recently  planted  gardens.  There  was  a  great 
scarcity  of  labour,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  large 
quantities  of  bark  were  awaiting  transport.  Very  little 
cinchona-seed  was  obtained,  so  that  at  the  auction  on 
December  22  only  sixteen  packets  of  25  grams  each,  half 
being  Ledgeriana  and  half  succirubra,  were  available  for 
sale.  The  highest  bid  was  385  florins  for  one  packet  of 
Ledgeriana  seed.  Sales  of  Government  bark  were  held  at 
Amsterdam  on  November  2  and  December  7,  1911,  and  the 
prices  obtained  were  3.07  and  3.10  cents  per  unit  of  quinine 
sulphate  per  half-kilogram,  which,  the  report  states,  is 
below  what  should  be  obtained  with  quinine  at  its  present 
price.  The  Java  planters  are  still  very  much  concerned  with 
the  project  of  starting  another  quinine-factory  in  Java, 
and  a  new  factor  has  been  introduced  by  the  announcement 
that  the  Government  is  considering  the  question  of  erecting 
its  own  factory.  "  De  Indische  Mercuur"  of  March  7 
states  that  this  question  was  to  be  fully  discussed  at  a 
meeting  of  planters,  to  be  held  under  the  chaimianship 
of  Heer  Lovink,  the  Director  of  Agriculture,  on  Feb- 
ruary 23  last,  details  of  which  have  not  yet  reached  Europe. 
On  the  whole  the  planters  are  believed  to  be  in  favour  of 
erecting  their  own  factory  and  to  be  adverse  to  Govern- 
ment action  in  the  matter. 


The  U.S.  Tariff  and  Chemicals. 

The  Washington  correspondent  of  "The  Economist" 
; -March  9)  deals  at  length  with  the  position  of  chemicals 
under  the  proposed  revision,  as  brought  forward  by  tlie 
Underwood  Bill.  It  will  be  remembered  that  this  Bill 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  on  February  21.  and 
was  sent  to  the  Senate  on  February  22.  Further  particulars 
now  show  that  it  lias  been  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, and  the  probability  is  that  it  will  be  reported  on 
unfavourably.  After  this,  it  is  understood,  the  course 
of  events  will  depend  entirely  upon  the  negotiations  now 
in  progress  between  the  Progressive  Republicans  and  th^ 
Democrats.  Chances  appear  to  favour  passing  the  Bill 
in  some  form,  but  in  that  event,  as  we  have  previouslv 
stated.  It  seems  almost  certain  to  be  vetoed  at  Whit- 
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House.  Undoubtedly  there  is  great  need  for  revision  in 
the  chemical  schedule,  as  that  now  in  existence  dates  back 
to  1883.  In  that  year  chemicals  were  first  given  a  separate 
position  in  the  tariff  apart  from  other  schedules  of  duties. 
Since  that  time,  however,  there  has  been  an  almost  com- 
plete ti-ansformation  of  the  chemical  industry,  and  the 
tariff  has  operated  to  make  the  existing  classification  not 
only  obsolete,  but  unfair  as  between  existing  industries. 
Consequently  there  is  probably  no  schedule  in  the  tariff 
which  leads  to  so  many  under-valuations  and  irregularities 
in  the  collection  of  revenue  as  does  the  chemical.  In  its 
classification  of  items  the  new  Bill  follows  a  plan  which 
has  been  mapped  out  for  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee 
by  expert  chemists,  and  therefore  corresponds  to  the 
existing  state  of  chemical  manufacture  and  the  prevailing 
business  practices.  The  framers  of  the  Bill  have  had 
extensive  investigations  made  at  the  Patent  Office  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  present  position  of  the  United 
States  in  competition  with  foreign  countries.  These 
investigations  show  that  great  importance  is  to  be  assigned 
to  the  so-called  "working-clause,"  or  provision  requiring 
patented  articles  to  be  manufactured  in  the  country  grant- 
ing the  patent.  Although  Britain  and  Germany  have 
accepted  this  plan,  the  United  States  has  not,  and  the 
result  is  that  many  processes  protected  in  the  United 
States  under  their  own  patents  are  carried  on  exclusively 
in  Germany,  Britain,  or  elsewhere,  the  products  being 
shipped  to  the  United  States,  subject  to  the  comparatively 
low  rates  of  duty  which  have  prevailed  in  the  chemical 
schedule.  In  speaking  of  this  subject  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  says  that  in  many  lines  "the  patent 
and  secret  processes  place  the  business  on  a  distinctly 
non-competitive  basis,  and  give  the  control  of  production 
to  those  who  have  succeeded  in  developing  the  process  or 
invention  upon  which  its  application  depends."  Between 
1900  and  1910  4,068  patents  were  issued  in  the  United 
States  relating  to  chemicals  and  allied  industries, 
of  which  3,500  were  applicable  exclusively  to  chemicals 
as  such.  While  about  38  per  cent,  were  granted  to  Ameri- 
cans, 62  per  cent,  were  granted  to  foreign  investors. 
Another  interesting  phase  of  the  proposed  legislation  from 
the  standpoint  of  countries  competing  with  the  United: 
States  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  the  Committee  bases  its 
demand  for  a  revision  of  the  schedule  upon  the  fact  that, 
by  virtue  of  the  Reciprocity  Act  of  last  summer,  so  much 
paper  and  pulp  is  being  admitted  into  the  United  States 
free  of  duty.  The  paper  industry  is  a  large  consumer  of 
heavy  chemicak,  and  it  is  argued  that,  as  about  58  per  cent, 
of  all  the  importations  of  pulp  and  paper  from  Canada 
into  the  United  States  are  now  coming  free  of  duty,  some 
relief  should  be  given  to  the  paper-makers  by  cutting 
the  rates  on  the  imported  chemicals  wliich  they  use.  A 
comparison  of  rates  shows  that  the  new  Bill  has  made  a 
very  decided  reduction  in  the  chemicals  employed  in  the 
paper  industry. 

The  Coal  Strike. 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  Prime  Minister  has  got 
mineowners  and  miners  together  again,  and  a  settlement 
may  not  be  far  distant.  The  present  week  has  demon- 
strated how  rapidly  inconvenience  grows,  and  stoppage 
of  business  becomes  more  general  with  prolongation  of  a 
strike  like  this ;  and  we  have  yet  to  reckon  with  slow 
return  to  normal  conditions  after  a  settlement.  We  trust 
retailers  will  keep  this  in  mind.  Works  from  which  whole- 
salers draw  such  supplies  as  bottles  and  heavy  chemicals 
will  have  to  make  up  ai'rears  when  they  resume  before 
they  can  attack  fresh  demands ;  so  that  retailers  should 
order  now  for  at  least  a  month  ahead. 


Adulterated  Santonin. 

The  exceedingly  high  price  which  santonin  has  reached 
is  probably  responsible  for  the  unscrupulous  adultera- 
tion which  has  been  detected  by  Mr.  John  C.  Umney, 
of  which  particulars  are  given  in  our  correspondence 
columns.  He  has  found  25  per  cent,  of  acetanilide  in 
santonin  offered  as  of  B.P.  quality.  It  is  desir- 
able that  our  readers  should  examine  any  santonin 
that  they  have  recently  purchased  in  order  to  ensure 
that  it  is  not  adulterated  in  this  manner.  In  addition 
to  the  test  referred  to  by  Mr.  Umney,  if  a  grain  or  so  of 
the  santonin  is  boiled  with  five  drops  of  solution  of 
potash  and  a  drop  of  chloroform  in  a  drachm  of  water  an 
offensive  odour  is  given  off  if  it  contain  acetanilide. 
Storax. 

This  drug  is  treated  rather  perfunctorily  by  some 
chemists,  who  are  apt  to  regard  it  as  one  of  the  remnants 
of  old  empiricism.  Tr.  benzoin  co.  is  not  put  in  that 
category ;  it  is  an  old  favourite  and  a  good  medicine, 
and  storax  is  one  of  its  most  important  constituents.  We 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  examining  tincture  made  with 
true  storax  and  comparing  it  with  a  sample  made  from 
impoverished  storax,  such  as  Messrs.  Hill  and  Cocking 
describe  in  their  article  in  this  issue.  The  difference  is 
really  marked  when  the  tinctures  are  treated  as  for  an 
inhalation,  the  fine  aromatic  flavour  of  the  genuine  article 
being  generous  to  the  air-passages  and  of  a  distinctly  more 
balsamic  odour. 

Insurance  of  Chemists*  Employes. 

The  possibility  of  chemists'  associations  forming  small 
societies  of  their  own  under  the  National  Insurance  Act, 
as  suggested  by  us  last  week,  has  been  well  received  by 
the  trade.  It  will  no  doubt  be  kept  in  mind  that  the  lead- 
ing friendly  societies  offer  special  inducements  to  join 
thSm,  including  additional  benefits  for  small  increased 
annual  payments.  In  connection  with  our  suggestion  of 
last  week,  we  have  received  a  letter  from  jMr.  V.  Bottom- 
ley,  hon.  general  secretary  of  the  National  Union  of 
Assistant  Pharmacists,  126  Strand,  London.  W.C.,  in 
regard  to  an  approved  society  proposed  by  that  Union. 
The  whole  subject  is  to  be  discussed  at  the  annual  meeting 
on  Good  Friday,  and  Mr.  Bottomley  wishes  to  get  full 
particulars  of  local  discussions  on  the  subject  to  arrange 
them  for  the  meeting. 

Doctors'  Dispensers. 

We  have  watched  with  some  amusement  the  tangle 
which  has  been  gi-owing  round  Section  15,  Sub-section  5. 
(iii)  of  the  National  Insurance  Act.  We  thought  that  ^Mr. 
Currie  had  made  it  perfectly  clear  at  Leeds  that  the 
privilege  to  dispensers  who,  for  three  years  immediately 
prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Act,  have  acted  as  dispensers 
to  a  duly  qualified  medical  practitioner  or  a  public  insti- 
tution, IS  to  dispense  without  qualified  supervision  for 
persons,  firms,  or  bodies  corporate  entitled  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  as  amended  by  the 
Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908.  and  who  are  on  the 
panel  provided  in  Sub-section  5  {b).  This  is  what  the 
Act  says — we  have  merely  put  one  sentence  before  another. 
If  our  Bloomsbury  contemporary  had  interpolated  the 
words  "  under  the  Insurance  Act,"  Dewsbm-y  chemists 
would  have  been  saved  a  meeting.  They  should  not 
worry  further  about  the  matter.  Obviously  the  sub- 
section gives  no  legal  ability  to  doctors"  dispensers  which 
they  do  not  at  present  enjoy.  Every  shop  belonging  to 
the  persons,  firms,  and  bodies  corporate  as  aforesaid, 
where  alone  they  may  disjjense  as  the  Act  provides,  has 
to  be  managed  "by  a  registered  chemist,  which  is  the 
qualified  supervision  that  our  Dewsbury  friends  are  so 
solicitous  about.  They  must  know  Mr.  Glyn- Jones  in- 
differently if  they  imagine  he  was  giving  much  away 
during  the  final  stages  of  the  National  Insurance  Bill  ! 
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Industrial  Methylated  Spirit. 

Following  upon  our  article  o£  February  24  on  the  misuse 
of  industrial  methylated  spirit  is  a  general  order  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Customs  and  Excise,  dated  March  1,  as 
follows  : 

It  has  boen  reported  to  the  Board  that  in  some  oases 
manufacturing'  chemists  who  aro  authorised  to  use  industrial 
methylated  spirit  as  an  ingredient  in  the  preparation  of 
oertairi  articles  of  commerce,  such,  for  example,  as  hair- 
wa?lios,  are  in  the  habit  of  recommending  those  articles  as 
a  base  in  the  manufacture  of  other  preparations.  The 
practice  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  general  conditions 
under  which  the  use  of  industrial  methylated  spirit  is 
allowed,  and  surveyors  and  officers  should  take  steps  to 
bring-  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  any  instance  of  the 
kind  which  comes  to  their  knowledge,  annexing  a  copy 
of  the  label,  advertisement,  or  other  form  of  recommenda- 
tion adopted. 

This  order  is  a  warning  which  retailers  should  not  neglect 
to  observe.  We  are  frequently  surprised  to  note  the 
■comparative  indifference  with  which  some  regard  the 
Spirits  Act,  the  penalties  of  which,  if  strictly  enforced, 
■would  ruin  many. 

Pharmaceutical  Expenditure. 

Subjoined  is  a  more  complete  table  contrasting  the 
•decreased  and  increased  expenditure  by  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  of  Great  Britain  in  1911,  only  those  items 
being  included  wherein  there  \vas  a  difference  either  way 
of  over  hi.  The  first  column  of  figures  shows  the  total 
■cost  without  shillings  and  pence  : 


Expenditure 

Cost  1911 

Less  than 
1910 

More  than 
1910 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Kxaniinations   

1,933 

87 

Furniture   

17 

61 

Light,  water,  fuel,  etc  

319 

House  servants   

269 

1? 

""Pharmaceutical  Journal" 

2.201 

517 

Law  costs   

2U 

300 

Ijibrary   

526 

147 

Museum   

£09 

19 

■North  British  Branch   

1,103 

87 

Evoiiini;  and  other  meetings 

49 

16 

l'o>tai;o— general   

222 

19 

,.      on  "  Journal  "  

930 

75 

licnt,  taxes,  and  insurance 

1,323 

275 

liepairs  and  alterations   

234 

328 

Klectric  service  and  tittings 

56 

39 

Salaries  (secretarial  and  clerical) 

2,006 

63 

School  (if  Pharmacv   

2,726 

110 

Keception  by  the  President 

46 

46 

Stationery,  printing,  etc  

132 

7 

Calendar   

132 

7 

Sundries   

29 

15 

Travelling  e.xpenses  (Council)  ,„ 

540 

66 

Uefreshments  (Council)   

66 

6 

Local  irganisation  and  Parlia- 

mentary expenses   

606 

327 

British  Pharmaceutical  Codex  ... 

c8l 

1S2 

•Charterecl  accountant   

78 

78 

In  the  table  given  last  week  two  of  these  items  were 
iniderstated  as  to  the  amount  more  spent  on  them  in  1911. 


BUSINESS  CHANGES. 


^Iessrs.  Widexmann,  Broicher  &  Co.  have  removed 
from  35  Lime  Sti^t,  London,  E.C.,  to  1  Fenchurch 
Avenue.  E.C. 

Mr.  E.  N.  Fox,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Southport, 
has  bought  the  business  of  Islx.  J.  1.  :^^ercer,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Larkliill  Pharmacy.  210  St.  George's  Eoad, 
Bolton. 

Messrs.  Helbixg  &  Passmore,  analytical  and  consulting 
chemists,  have  removed  from  63  Queen  Victoria  Street, 
E.C.  to  81  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.C.  (Cor- 
rected note.) 

^Ir.  F.  a.  Benson,  late  of  the  Jeppes  Pharmacy,  .Jeppes- 
town.  Transvaal,  has  bought  the  old-i?stablished  business  of 
:\[r.  F.  G.  Erler,  George'^Street.  Sydney.  This  will  malte 
the  fourth  place  in  which  Mr.  Benson  is  registered— 
viz..  Gi^cat  Britain,  Natal.  Transvaal,  and  New  South 
Wales. 

Index  Fol 


National  Insurance  Dispensing. 

IK. — A  Comparison  of  some  Dispensing  Tariffs. 

By  George  P.  Forrester,  F.C.S. 

SINCE  the  National  Insurance  Bill  was  laid  before 
Parliament,  several  tariffs  have  been  discussed  in 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  one  (C.  (£•  D.,  May  20,  1911. 
index  folio  731)  being  the  German  prescription  tariff,  and 
others  on  May  27,  1911,  index  folio  785,  and  August  19, 
1911,  index  folio  324,  besides  Mr.  Richards'  in  recent 
issues.  The  German  dispensing  tariff  is  fairly  representa- 
tive of  the  scale  of  charges  and  methods  in  force  in  all 
those  Continental  countries  in  which  the  exercise  of  phar- 
macy is  a  monopoly — viz.,  in  Austria,  Hungary,  Scandi- 
navia, Russia,  and  the  Balkan  States.  The  charges  in  these 
States  differ  but  slightly,  and  on  the  whole  the  German 
tariff  stands  in  the  middle  of  the  "  good  "  and  "  bad."  In 
Italy  the  practice  of  pharmacy  is  not  a  monopoly,  but  it 
has  an  oiTicial  dispensing  tariff  for  preparations  contained 
in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and,  owing  to  the  competition  exist- 
ing in  that  country,  its  provisions  are  not  so  strictly  adhered 
to  as  in  the  other  countries.  An  important  point  is  the 
fact  that  it  contains  definite  rules  regarding  the  rebate  to 
be  granted  on  sick-club  and  similar  prescriptions,  the 
amount  to  be  deducted  depending  upon  the  total  of  the 
bill  on  the  following  scale  :  Under  40Z.,  15  per  cent.; 
between  40?.  and  200?.,  20  per  cent.;  between  200Z.  and 
400/.,  25  per  cent.;  over  400?.,  30  per  cent.  One  pro- 
vision relates  to  the  charging  of  a  number  of  exactly  similar 
prescriptions  written  by  the  doctor  on  the  same  round  for 
club  patients  :  instead  of  dealing  with  each  prescription 
separately,  the  pharmacist  must  charge  for  the  whole 
number  in  one  sum.  This  effects  a  considerable  saving, 
particularly  as  only  one  charge  for  manipulations  may  be 
made. 

A  brief  rtsume.  of  the  principles  underlying  the  official 
tariffs  and  the  two  above-mentioned  proposals  will  best 
illustrate  their  differences.  In  the  Continental  tariffs  the 
retail  price  for  the  unit  of  weight  (1,000  grams)  is  ob- 
tained by  adding  a  fixed  percentage  to  the  wholesale  price 
of  the  drug,  varying  from  100  to  50  per  cent.,  according 
to  cost.  In  the  case  of  galenicals,  fixed  charges  are  pro- 
vided for  the  work  of  preparation.  One  very  important 
point  in  these  tariffs  is  the  fact  that  the  subdivisions  of 
the  unit  of  weight  are  not  obtained  by  proportionate  divi- 
sion :  on  the  contrary,  the  smaller  units  increase  progres- 
sively in  amount.  Thus  to  obtain  the  tariff  charge  for 
100,  10,  1.  0.1.  and  0.01  grams,  the  charge  for  the  preceding 
quantity  is  divided  by  8  in  the  case  of  the  German,  and 
by  6  in  the  Italian  tariff.  Thus  the  smaller  quantities 
become  proportionately  dearer.  In  addition  to  the  charges 
for  the  ingredients,  a  special  charge  is  made  for  each 
manipulation  required  in  dispensing. 

In  some  countries  the  Government  requires  the  pharma- 
cist to  grant  a  fixed  rebate  ;  in  Germany  this  averages 
15  per  cent.,  but  for  obvious  reasons  it  is  not  always  prac- 
ticable to  enforce  it.-  so  that  it  only  too  often  assumes  the 
character  of  a  minimum  rebate.  Italy  in  this  instance 
affords  us  an  interesting  lesson.  Although  nominally  club 
prescriptions  should  be  charged  for  according  to  the  official 
tariff  and  the  above-mentioned  scale  of  rebate  allowed,  the 
competition  existing  between  pharmacists  has  led  to 
arrangements  whereby  a  considerably  higher  rebate  is  often 
granted.  It  behoves  the  British  pharmacist,  therefore,  to 
profit  by  the  bitter  experience  of  his  Continental  col- 
leagues in  order  to  avoid  a  repetition  of  such  errors. 

In  consideration  of  a  system  for  Great  Britain,  the  fact 
must  be  kept  in  mind  that  British  conditions  are  exactly 
opposite  to  those  on  the  Continent,  where  dispensing  was 
a  privilege  reserved  to  the  pharmacist  prior  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  insurance  against  sickness,  so  that  the  existing 
tariffs  had  to  be  adapted  to  the  new  order  of  things. 

A  comparison  of  the  actual  charges  resulting  from  the 
application  of  the  two  representative  official  tariffs  dis- 
cussed above  and  of  the  two  proposed  tariffs  will  illustrate 
the  relative  differences  in  the  cost  of  the  same  prescription 
when  charged  for  according  to  these  four  different  tariffs. 
The  following  prescriptions  have  been  selected  from  the 
"  Art-  of  Dispensing  ''  as  representative  of  the  different 
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forme  of  inedieine  generally  employed.  The  following 
abbreviations  have  been  made  use  of  : 

Scheme  I.  refers  to  the  suggestion  contained  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  May  27,  1911,  and  in  this  case  only 
the  charges  for  the  ingredients  can  be  given. 

Scheme  II.  refers  to  the  proposals  set  forth  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  August  19,  1911,  in  which  the  letters 
D.C.  refer  to  the  50  per  cent,  to  be  added  to  the  total  of 
the  prescription  as  a  fixed  dispensing  charge;  in  the  Italian 
and  German  tariffs  this  refers  to  the  respective  -dispensing 
charges  for  the  manipulations  entailed  in  compounding. 
C  =  cliarge  for  container. 

The  totals  in  the  case  of  the  pi'escriptions  charged  for 
according  to  the  German  and  Italian  tariffs  refer  to  the 
cost  for  private  patients,  and  for  sick-clubs  15  per  cent,  must 
be  deducted  in  the  case  of  the  former  and  15  to  30  per  cent, 
in  the  latter;  these  "net"  charges  alone  should  be  com- 
pared with  the  figures  resulting  from  the  application  of 
the  two  schemes  so  far  suggested,  as  the  latter  represent  net 
prices  for  prescription-work  on  behalf  of  the  insured. 

The  letter  D  in  German  charges  refers  to  the  "  Dispensa- 
tion charge "  of  2d.  levied  indiscriminately  on  every  pre- 
scription. 


German 

Italian 

Scheme 
I 

Scheme 
II 

Quinin.  sulph.  gr.  iss. 
Phenacetin.  gr.  x. 

M^itte  xij.  oaclnets. 

nd. 

Is.  2id.)^-°- 
2d.  P. 

15d. 
6Jd. 

,2<«-  \  D  c 
Zid  f 

K.'C. 

3d. 
l^d. 

lid. 
2d. 
Id.  c. 

2id.  D.C. 
7d. 

Is.  lid. 
net  Is.  lid. 

Is.  2f  d. 
net  Is.  Oid.-10}d. 

Ext.  opii  gr.  J 

Ol.  theobrom.  gr.  xv. 

Mitte  v.j. 

Id. 
Id. 
8|d.  D.C 
2d.  D. 

Id. 
2d. 
6d.  D.C. 
Id.  c. 

lid. 
Ijd. 

Id. 
Id. 
Id.  c. 

lid.  D.C 

Is.  Oid. 
net  10|d. 

1  Id. 
net.  8.id.-7d. 

^d. 

Tr.  opii  S.j. 

Zid. 
2d.  D. 
Id.  c. 

6id. 
net  55d. 

Zid. 
Id.  c 
4|d. 

net.  3|d.-3d. 

lid. 

Id. 
Id.  c. 

Id.  D.C. 

3d. 

OI.  olivjp. 

Chloroform,  aa.  Sij. 

7J1 
lid. 
lid.  D.C. 
Id.  c. 
2d.  p. 
Is.  7^d. 
net  Is.  4Jd. 

4d. 
Is.  8d. 
Id.  D  C. 
Id.  c. 

4d. 
6d. 

3d. 
Bd. 
Id.  c. 
6d.  n.o. 

2s.  2d. 

netls.  lOld.- 
Is.  6hl. 

Is.  b((. 

Magnes.  sulpli.  3.'.]. 
Magnes.  earb.  5i|. 

Ft.  pulv.  vj. 

Ud. 

id. 

afd./"-*^- 

2d.  D. 
Kid. 
net  85  d. 

Ifd. 

|d. 
2d. ) 

Id.-c. 

6|d. 
net  5|d.-4jd. 

Id. 
id. 

id. 
id. 
Id.  c 

Id.  D.C. 

^3d. 

Chrysarobin.  gr.  .\L. 
Iodoform,  gr.  xx. 
Adipis  benz.  ad  Sj. 

Zid. 

Ud. 

Zld. 
5d.  D.C. 
2d.  D. 
Id.  c. 
li.  4d. 
net  Is.  14d. 

3d. 
2id. 
3id. 
2d.  D.C 
Id.  c 

Is. 

net  lOld.-Bid. 

2d. 
3d.. 
2d. 

2d. 
l.Vd. 
2'd. 
Id.  c. 
3d.  D.C. 
9id;  ' 

Magnes.  sulpli  -  3;. 
Tr.  nnc.  vom. 
Aq.  ad  3  I'j. 

id. 
l"id. 

4id.  D.C 
2d.  D. 
2d.  c. 

lOid. 
net  Sid. 

2d. 
Zid. 
lid. 

21.  D.C. 

2d.  c. 
ICfd. 

net  9jd.-7id. 

Id- 
lid. 

id. 
2d. 
Id. 
Id.  c 
2id.  D.C. 
7d 

Camphor,  gr.  xxiv. 
Ext.  hyoscyara.  gr.xij. 

Ft.  pil.  xij. 

!d. 
td. 
5d.  D.C 
2d.  D. 
Is.  OJd. 
net  105  d. 

Id. 
Vjd. 

IJd.  D.C. 

Id.  c. 
net  3|d.-3d. 

lid. 
lid. 

id. 
id. 
Id.  c. 

Id.  D.C. 
3d. 

It  ie  apparent  from  the  above  comparison  that  the 
charges  for  prescriptions  in  Germany,  and  coincidently  in 
all  "monopoly  "  countries,  are  on  an  average  higher  than 
those  provided  in  "  free  trade  "  Italy  as  a  maximum  limit ; 
on  the  other  hand,  the  net  charges  under   Scheme  II. 


(except  in  the  case  of  cheap  drugs,  and  to  compensate  this 
obvious  inequality  a  fixed  dispensing  charge  of,  say,  2cl. 
on  every  prescription  might  be  suggested),  as  well  as  the 
cost  for  ingredients  under  Scheme  I.,  compare  very  favour- 
ably on  the  whole  with  the  net  charges  in  Italy.  This  is 
of  particular  interest,  as  practically  parallel  conditions 
prevail  in  the  exercise  of  the  profession  in  Italy  and  in 
Great  Britain  ;  but,  owing  to  the  existing  competition,  even 
the  net  charges  must  be  regarded  rather  in  the  light  of  a 
maximum,  due  to  the  significant  fact  that  no  steps  are 
taken  to  make  the  provisions  of  the  tariff  absolutely  bind- 
ing. That  the  charges  in  monopoly  countries  are  higher 
is  to  a  great  extent  justified  by  the  fact  that  in  these 
countries  the  pharmacist  is  the  sole  purveyor  of  medicines. 
He  is  fettered  by  the  large  unproductive  capital  invested 
in  his  business,  and  to  counterbalance  his  privileged  posi- 
tion is  unable  to  take  up  the  many  sidelines  which  loom 
so  largely  in  the  turnover  of  his  "  free-trade"  brethren. 
Dispensing  forms  the  bulk  of  the  pharmacist's  work  and 
profits  in  "monopoly"  countries;  in  CJermany  it  figures 
with  about  three-quarters  of  the  turnover  on  an  average, 
and,  according  to  the  proportion  of  club-work  and  of 
the  doctors'  method  of  prescribing,  the  average  net  charge 
for  each  prescription  ranges  between  10c?.  and  Is.  4f/. 
When  we  remember  that  one-fifth  of  the  entire  population 
of  the  German  Empire  is  insured,  it  is  evident  that  dis- 
pensing for  the  clubs  forms  a  not  inconsiderable  proportion 
of  the  entire  work  of  this  kind  done  in  every  pharmacy  ; 
in  businesses  situated  in  entirely  industrial  districts  with 
few  private  patients,  it  naturally  forms  the  greater  part 
of  the  business  done.  The  introduction  of  compulsory 
insurance  brought  in  its  train  more  work  for  every  busi- 
ness ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  working  expenses  increased 
in  consequence,  while  the  profits  relatively  decreased  as  a 
result  of  the  enforced  cheap  prescribing  and  the  general 
rise  in  the  cost  of  living,  taxes,  etc.,  for  which  no  ade- 
quate compensation  in  the  tariff  was  made.  The  un- 
warranted increase  in  the  fictitious  values  of  pharmacies 
which  followed  is  largely  responsible  for  the  unsatisfactory 
position  under  which  pharmacy  in  Germany  now  laboui-s. 


Sforax. 

By  C.  A.  Hill,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.,  and  T.  T.  Cocking. 


WHEN  a  certain  portion  of  a  natural  product  is 
abstracted  on  account  of  its  value  for  medicinal, 
perfumery,  or  other  purposes,  and  the  more  or  less  in- 
active residue  is  marketed  under  the  name  of  the  natural 
product,  the  matter  becomes  an  object  of  concern  for 
the  consumers  of  such  natural  product,  and  a  cause 
for  vigilance  and  activity  on  the  part  of  buyers'  analyti- 
cal departments.  Viewed  from  the  moral  standpoint, 
almost  every  degree  may  be  found,  from  the  large,  per- 
fectly overt  and  unobjectionable  trade  in  Japanese  pepper- 
mint oil  which  has  been  deprived  of  a  portion  of  its 
menthol,  to  the  covert  marketing  of  lemon  oil  terpenes, 
which  is  quite  indefensible  even  when  cloaked  by  such 
specious  nomenclature  as  "Essence  of  lemon — not 
guaranteed  genuine. ' ' 

Imported  storax  has  been  such  an  object  of  concern 
for  discriminating  buyers  for  at  least  ten  years.  More 
recently  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  genuine  storax  has  been 
accentuated.  In  an  excellent  editorial  article  in  the  "  Per- 
fumery and  Essential  Oil  Record  "  for  .June  1911.  at- 
tention was  called  to  the  impoverished  nature  of  storax 
imported  into  this  country — the  odorous  bodies  having 
been  abstracted  for  use  in  perfumery,  and  the  compara- 
tively inodorous  residue  being  shipped  as  storax.  In 
this  article  suggested  characters,  including  an  assay  pro- 
cess for  total  cinnamic  acid,  were  put  forward  with  the 
hint  that  these  might  be  useful  for  the  Revision  Com- 
mittee of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

Having  remarked  many  years  ago.  and  from  time  to 
time  since,  the  poor  quality  of  much  of  the  storax  im- 
ported to  London,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  storax 
of  good  quality,  also  having  available  analytical  data 
for  this  drug,  we  are  able  to  confirm  in  general  the  re- 
marks and  explanatory  figures  in  the  "  Perfumery 
Record  "  article.     The  present  note,  however,  has  two 
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fui'th*'!'  objeits  :  first,  to  suggest  certain  modifications 
in  the  proposed  assay  process — for  which  we  give  our 
reasons  ;  ::eco!idly,  to  record  figures  for  recently  imported 
storax,  showing  that  while  genuine  storax  of  excellent 
quaJity  can  still  be  obtained,  other  that  conies  to  market 
is  little  better  than  rubbish. 

Suggested  Modifications  in  the  Assay  Process, 

(a)  The  extraction  of  the  cinnamic  acid  (from  the 
mixed  organic  acids)  is  incomplete  by  three  times  ex 
tracting  with  hot  water.  As  a  fact  we  have  found  fivo 
extractions  insufficient  for  comijhtu  removal  of  the  cinna 
mic  acid.  As  a  more  effective  method  we  suggest  boiling 
with  water  under  a  reflux  condenser.  This  method  we 
have  found  to  work  well. 

(b)  The  instructions  to  "  dry  the  cinnamic  acid  at  100° 
and  weigh  "  do  not  appear  to  be  quite  definite  or  satis- 
factory. No  time  limit  for  drying  is  stated,  and  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  is  int^endcd  that  the  cinnamic  acid 
be  dried  to  a  constant  w-eight,  we  have  to  £uggest  that 
this  is  impossible,  since  cinnamic  acid  at  100°  loses 
weight  indefinitely.  This  we  have  proved  by  a  series  of 
experiments,  and  have  found  the  loss  to  amount  to  over 
1  per  cent,  in  four  hours.  On  the  other  hand,  cinnamic 
acid  can  be  dried  efficiently  and  without  loss  in  a  vacuum 
desiccator  over  sulphuric  acid.  In  place,  therefore,  of 
drying  at  100°,  we  suggest  either  drying  in  a  desiccator 
over  sulphuric  acid  to  a  constant  weight,  or,  alternatively, 
dissolving  in  alcohol  and  titrating  w-ith  standard  alkali. 
Thus  a  sample  of  recently  imported  storax  of  excellent 
quality  (No.  3  in  table)  "yielded,  by  the  "Perfumery 
Kecord  "  process,  28  per  cent,  of  cinnamic  acid  ;  but  by 
extracting  under  a  reflux  condenser  and  drying  the 
cinnamic  acid  in  a  desiccator,  30.4  per  cent,  was  obtained. 
In  a  third  determination,  in  which  the  cinnamic  acid  was 
extracted  in  a  similar  maimer  but  pressed  between  blot- 
ting-paper dissolved  in  alcohol  and  titrated  with  decinormal 
sodium  hydroxide,  using  phenolphthalein,  30,96  per  cent, 
was  shown.  We  recommend,  therefore,  modifying  the 
process  as  described  in  the  "  Perfumery  Record,"  and 
carrying  out  the  determination  of  the  total  cinnamic  acid 
as  follows  : 

Saponify  2.5  grams  of  the  prepared  storax  by  boiling  with 
25  c.c.  of  sominormal  alcoholic  potash  and  20  c.c.  of  alcohol 
for  one  hour  under  a  reflux  condenser ;  evaporate  the  alcohol 
and  dissolve  the  saponified  mass  in  50  c.c.  of  water. 

Shako  this  aqueous  solution  with  20  c.c.  of  ether,  allow 
to  .stand,  and  separate  the  ethereal  layer;  wash  the  latter 
with  5  c.c.  of  water,  mix  the  washings  with  the  aqueous 
solution,  and  reject  the  ethereal  liquid. 

Acidify  tlie  aqueous  solution  and  extract  the  mixed  cin- 
namic and  rosin  acids  by  shaking  out  with  ether  four  times. 
Transfer  the  otheronl  solutions,  after  washing  them  with 
water,  to  a  200-c.c.  flask,  and  distill  off"  the  ether.  To  the 
residue  add  100  c.c.  of  water,  connect  the  flask  to  a  reflux 
condenser,  and  boil  vigorously  for  fifteen  minues;  pour  off 
tlie  hot  liquor  through  a  filter,  allow  to  cool  to  15°.  and 
collect  the  crystals  of  cinnamic  acid  on  a  counterpoised 
filter.  Repeat  the  extraction  with  the  filtrate  at  least  three 
time.s,  or  un-;il  no  nioro  cinnamic  acid  is  obtained.  Press  the 
niter  and  crystals  between  blotting-paper,  and  either  drv 
ui  mnio  over  sulphuric  acid  and  weigh,  or  dissolve  iii 
alcohol  and  titrate  with  decinormal  sodium  hvdroxide  To 
the  result  obtained  add  0.03  gram  for  solubilitv  of  cinnamic 
acid  m  water. 

The  following  table  shows  analytical  data  furnished 
by  six  samples  of  "prepared  storax"  from  as  manv 
separate  consignments  of  "storax"  imported  bv  The 
British  Drug  Houses,  Ltd.  These  sampler  represent  actual 
bulk  consignments.  The  last  sample.  No.  7,  is  the  Blooms- 
bury  Square  specimen,  which  was  also  reported  on  in 
the  "Perfumery  Record"  article. 


Sample        Acid-value      Ester-value     Saponifif-a-  Total 

No,l  ...  112,2  ...  91.3         ""'203'r    ^'""'""''^  "^''1 

No.  2  ...  113.1  ...  92.8  ...  205.9 

S"-^  -  '1-3  126.4  ...      iq7  7 

5  ...  '6  ...  122.2  ...  19S.2 

5".  5  ...  71.4  ...  12,S.8  ...      197  9 

Ijo.  R  ...  76.4  ...  118.2  ...      194  6 

...  53.3  ...  145.9  ...      204  2 


5.07% 
less  than  5% 
30.68% 
27.51% 
22.250/ 
21.6% 
26.64% 


Samples  Nos.  1  and  2  are  adultorated  (probably  with  resin)  as  well 
as    impoverished,  and  were  rejccted-the  others  are  genuine. 
The  extraction  of  the  cinnamic  acid  was  carried  out 
by  the  method  recommended  above;  two  determinations 


of  the  cinnamic  acid  were  made  in  each  case,  the  one 
figure  being  obtained  by  titration  and  the  other  by  drying 
in  a  desiccator  over  sulphuric  acid.  The  two  results  in 
each  case  agreed  closely,  and  the  mean  was  taken.  The 
figures  given  appear  to  us  to  show  that  the  limit  of 
"15  per  cent,  of  free  and  combined  cinnamic  acid"  xe- 
comniended  in  the  "Perfumery  Record''  article  is  very 
moderate,  even  if  it  does  not  err  on  the  side  of  being  too 
low.  A  sample  reported  on  in  Evans'  "Analytical  Notes 
for  1911  "_  {C.  <t-  D.,  March  2,  1912,  p.  46)  yielded  12.4  per 
cent,  of  cinnamic  acid.  Even  if  this  figure  refers  to  the 
crude  storax,  in  which  case  the  equivalent  figure  for  the 
"  prepared  "  storax  would  be  about  16  to  17  per  cent., 
the  epithet  "excellent"  scarcely  seems  merited. 

It  only  remains  to  be  said  that  the  wide  variation  in 
total  cinnamic  acid  content  exhibited  in  imported  storax 
is  indicated  in  the  aroma  and  reflected  in  the  market 
price. 

Analytical  Laboratory, 
The  British  Drug  Houses,  Ltd.,  London. 


WINTER  SESSION. 


Association  Presidents. 

One  of  the  most  recently  elected  presidents  is  Mr.  William 
Arthur  Bell,  who  has  just  been  chosen  to  preside  over  the 
deliberations  of  the  Ports- 
mouth and  District  Pharma- 
cists' Association,  in  succession 
to  Mr.  T.  A.  White,  for  whom 
a  still  hij^her  office  in  the  craft 
is  anticipated  through  his 
nomination  for  the  Council  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Groat  Britain.  Mr.  Bell  opened 
his  pharmacy  nearly  a  dozen 
years  ago,  choosing  a  position 
in  The  Strand.  East  Southsea, 
which  to  all  appearances  has 
turned  out  a  successful  specu- 
lation, and  the  heavy  stock, 
modern  business  methods,  and 
appliances  give  an  indication 
of  the  proprietor's  keenness 
and  capabilities.  In  fact,  he  is 
credited  with  having  ns  his  cus- 
tomers a  big  sliare  of  the  resi- 
dents and  visitors  in  the  dis- 
trict. Mr.  Bell  is  a  Lincolnshire  man.  was  apprenticed 
at  Uttoxeter  in  the  business  now  owned  by  Mr.  Hankinson. 
subsequently  gaining  varied  pharmaceutical  experience 
different  situations  up  and  down  the  countrv. 
He  passed  the  Minor  examination  in  Julv  1891. 
One  of  his  appointments  was  with  the  late  Mr.  "Hughes, 
of  Goldhawk  Road,  London.  His  extreme  interest 
in  the  local  Association  and  his  valuable  assistance  last  year 
"Vice-President  of  the  Conference  Entertainment  Com- 
mittee have  brought  Mr.  Bell  into  considerable  popularitv 
among  his  pharmaceutical  brethren,  whil?  his  canability  a* 
a  chairman  and  forceful  speaker,  evidenced  before  he  assumed 
the  presidency,  predict  a  successful  vear  for  the  Association. 
Mr.  Bell  is  a  Mason  and  a  member  of  Lodge  United  Brothers 
No.  1069). 


Mr.  W.  a.  Bell. 


Brief  Records. 

Bournemoutta     Ptaarmaceutlcal    Association  Mr. 

.1.  II.  Scampton  preside<l  over  a  well-,itten<lp(l  meeting  on 
March  1.  After  discussion,  it  wa,s  decided  by  a  large 
niajority  to  postpone  any  anplioation  to  the'  Borough 
Council  for  the  compulsory  early  closing  of  pharmacies. 

Bolton  Pbarmaclsts'  Association.— A  meeting  was 
held  on  March  7.  There  were  present  Messrs.  Rushton 
Charlton.  Spurr.  Harris.  Howarth.  Xavlor.  H.  Knott  Roth- 
well.  R.  Rothwoll,  Mitchell,  Councillor  Knott,  and  W.  R 
Blain  (Hon.  Seeretary).  A  resolution  was  passed  asking  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  to  prevent  medical  men  dispensin<' 
under  the  National  Insurance  Act. 

Sunderland  Pbarmaceutlcal  Association.— The  fir^t 
meeting  of  the  local  Pharmaceutical  Insurance  Committee 
was  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel.  Bridge  Street,  on  March  12 
and  the  following  officers  were  elected:  Chnirman  Mr 
R.  H.  Bell,  Vice-chairman.  Mr.  T.  D.  Dalton  (Taylors,  Ltd  ) 
Trfaxurcr.  Mr,  C.  Hodgson:  Suh-Committrr  Messrs  W' 
Nimmo,  A.  H.  M.  Purse,  and  W.  Garbutt  (Boots,  Ltd) 
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Great  Varmoutta  Pbarmaceutlcal  Association.— Mr. 

T.  J.  Woodcock  presided  at  the  meeting  lield  at  156  King 
Street  on  Marcli  7,  at  8  P.M..  Me.ssrs.  Shearman,  T.  B. 
Male,  P.  R.  Hill,  and  A.  E.  Richmond  (Secretary)  also  being 
present.  The  chief  business  was  electing  members  of  the 
Association  to  form  a  committee  for  local  organisation,  and 
it  was  agreed  that  the  President,  Secretary,  and  Mr.  P.  R. 
Hill  should  be  nominated. 

Derby  Chemists'  Association.  — A  meeting  was  held 
at  th©  Bell  Hotel  on  March  12,  Mr.  Elmitt  presiding.  The 
following  were  ajspointed  as  an  Organising  Committee : 
Messrs.  Birkinshaw,  Elmitt,  Haynes,  Southern,  and  Riley. 
The  Shops  Act  was  next  dealt  with,  and  it  was  decided,  after 
a  long  discussion,  that  the  Associations  should  endeavour 
to  induce  all  chemists  in  Derby  and  the  district  to  close  from 
1.30  P.M.  each  Wednesday. 

Stockport  Pharmacists'  Association.  —A  meeting 
was  held  at  Crossley's  Cafe,  Stockport,  on  Wednesday, 
March  6,  the  following  being  present :  Messrs.  F.  H.  Bowden 
(President),  Orrell,  Taylor,  H.  Arnfield,  Inglis,  Royse, 
Nicholson,  Crossley,  Watson,  Dodge,  and  Mills.  Mr.  Orrell 
•concisely  explained  the  Shops  Act.  and  after  discussion  the 
<X)mmittee  was  empowered  to  approach  the  Town  Council  to 
■enforce  the  Act  for  pharmacists. 

STottlngrham  Pharmaceutical  Association.  —  Dr. 
'Caven,  of  the  Nottingham  University  College,  gave  a 
popular  lecture  to  the  members  of  this  Association  and  their 
■friends  in  the  C?hemical  Lecture  Hall  at  the  University 
College  on  March  6.  Tlie  subject  Flame  was  dealt  with 
in  a  masterly  manner,  a  number  of  striking  experiments 
being  shown  by  the  lecturer  and  his  assistant  to  illustrate 
"the  various  kinds  of  flames  and  their  causes.  At  the  con- 
iclusion  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks,  proposed  by  Mr. 
Eberlin  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Wright,  was  passed  to  Dr. 
Caven  for  his  lecture. 

Oldham  Pharmaceutical  Association.  — A  meeting  was 
held  on  March  5,  w'hen  Mr.  F.  Newby  lectured  on  Syphons 
and  Syphon-fiUhiff.  He  gave  the  history  and  evolution  of 
the  syphon,  and  showed  specimens  of  most  of  the  types  of 
syphons  now  in  use.  Syphon-filling  was  next  explained, 
and  with  samples  of  aerated  waters  the  difference  was  shown 
between  high  and  low  pressure  filling,  ^nd  also  of  flavouring. 
Mr.  Newby  gave  details  of  how  the  machine  is  worked.  It 
was  resolved  that  an  Organisation  Committee  be  formed 
consisting  of  the  Divisional  Secretary  and  the  Secretary  of 
"the  Association,  Mr.  J.  Lees,  and  Mr.  W.  Yates. 

Brixton  Chemists — The  chemists  of  Brixton  met  at  the 
Rayleigh  College  on  March  13  to  consider  the  Shops  Act. 
There  were  seventeen  present  out  of  twenty  in  the  district, 
and  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  meeting  was  given  in 
■favour  of  closing  at  1.30  p.m.  on  Wednesday.  It  was  resolved 
to  approach  the  Lambeth  cliemists  with  a  view  to  obtaining 
"the  necessary  majority,  for  a  compulsory  closing  order. 
A  committee  was  apT>ointed  consisting  of  Messrs.  Wilson. 
TSscritt,  D.  Davis,  Freke,  Barriet  (Lewis  &  Burrows), 
Napp,  Barlow,  Beach,  and  Mason.  Mr.  W.  E.  Mason, 
'89  Acre-  Lane,  Brixton,  S.W.,  is  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
•committee. 

Bradford  Chemists'  Association.— A  lecture  on  New 
Views  of  Anciitit  H(/}ii>t.  wiiich  was  illustrated  with  a 
large  number  of  limelight  views,  wais  delivered  to  the 
members  by  Mr.  H.  O.  Meek  at  the  Royal  Hotel  on  March  13. 
The  President  (Mr.  M.  Firth)  occupied  tlie  chair,  and  there 
was  a  good  attendanc.e  of  members  and  their  Lady  frien^ds. 
One  slide  'Of  .special  interest  to  pharmacists  portrayed  an 
Egvptian  prescription.  The  lecturer  stated  that  the  pre- 
scription was  not  one  of  a  medicinal  character,  but  was  for  a 
concoction  for  application  to  the  faces  of  Egyptian  wo^men 
to  add  to  the  beauty  of  their  skin.  He  was  not  aware  that 
in  those  times  there  were  any  phannacists.  There  were  no 
records  of  such  men,  although  there  were  physicians,  and 
he  thought  that  probably  the  state  of  the  pharmacist  5,000 
years  ago  was  very  low. 

Wrexham  Chemists'  Association.  — The  annual  meet- 
ing was  held  at  the  Imperial  Hotel  on  March  12.  There 
were  present  Messrs.  C.  G.  Caldecott,  A.  L.  Francis,  P.  W. 
Harlowe.  D.  Evans,  J.  H.  Francis,  Lewis  Edwards,  T.  W. 
Davies,  Walter  E.  Jones.  C.  E.  Venn,  L.  B.  Rowlands,  and 
James  B.  Francis  (Hon.  Secretary).  Mr.  James  B.  Francis 
reported  on  the  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing 
Committee.  He  hoped  the  results  of  the  work  of  this  com- 
mittee would  in  the  main  appear  in  the  administrative 
regulations.  The  Divisional  Secretary  (Mr.  Caldecott)  and 
Messrs.  L.  B.  Rowland  and  J.  E.  Jones  were  elected  mem- 
bers of  the  Organisation  Committee  for  Denbigh  Borou.ghs 
and  East  Denbigh.  It  was  res<3lved  to  organise  a  meeting 
of  North  Wales  pharmacists  at  Rhyl,  to  invite  Sir  Edward 
Evans  to  preside,  and  to  ask  the  local  Association  Committee 
to  allow  Mr.  Woolcock  to  explain  the  Insurance  Regula- 


tions. A  fund  was  opened  for  subscriptions  in  support  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee. 

Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association.— The  annual 

general  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  in  Robert  Gor- 
don's Technical  College  on  Wednesday,  March  6,  Mr.  D. 
Anderson  presiding  over  a  good  attendance.  The  'Executive' s 
licport  was  submitted,  showing  a  marked  increase  in  the 
average  attendance  of  members,  due  mainly  to  the  interest 
in  the  National  Ii^surance  Act.  The  Treasurer's  Report 
showed  a.  balance  to  the  good  of  54/.  5s.  Id.  The  following 
office-bearers  were  elected  for  1912-15:  President,  Mr.  David 
.Anderson;  Vice-President,  Mr.  John  R.  Reith;  Treasurer, 
Mr.  Charles  Simpson;  Secretary,  Mr.  Wm.  F.  Hay;  Auditor, 
Mr.  Robt.  Leslie;  and  Members  of  Executive,  Messrs.  David 
Ritchie  and  Andrew  Craig. — The  Association  was  "  At 
Home"  in  the  West  End  Cafe  on  Tuesday,  February  27, 
when  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent  at  progressive 
whist.  After  supper  the  prizes  were  presented  as  follows : 
Ladies— (I)  Mrs.  J.  R.  Reith,  (2)  Miss  A.  Home,  and  (booby) 
Miss  Lyall;  Gentlemen— (1)  Mr.  Milne,  (2)  Mr.  M.  K.  Watt, 
and  (booby)  Mr.  G.  Craig.  Councillor  Leith  congratulated 
the  Association,  and  ui-ged  the  members  to  meet  more  fre- 
quently in  this  social  capacity.  The  President  (Mr.  Ander- 
son) having  replied,  the  company  adjourned  to  the  ball-i-com, 
where  dancing  was  enjoyed  until  the  "  wee  short  '  oor  ayont 
the  twa!.'  " 

Hull  Pharmacists'  Association.— Mr.  T.  Smith  (the 
President)  was  in  the  chair  on  March  12  at  a  meeting  of  this 
Association,  held  at  the  Grosvenor  Hotel.  The  other  mem- 
bers present  included  Messrs.  Kenny.  Chapman,  Staning 
(Hon.  Secretary!),  Robinson  (Hon.  Treasurer),  Wharton, 
Snowden,  Newton,  LTttley,  Howe,  Jackson,  Tiffany,  Richard- 
son, Jones,  Hoyles,  jun..  Sawyer,  and  Robson.  With 
reference  to  the  Shops  Act  the  Committee  recommended  that 
no  business  should  be  done  between  1  p.m.  and  6  p.m.  on 
Thursdays,  and  that  a  closing  order  be  applied  for  to  that 
effect,  and  for  8  p.m.  on  other  days,  excepting  Saturday, 
which  should  remain  as  it  is  at  present.  Mr.  Spilman  said 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  had  expressed  the  opinion  that 
an  order  could  not  be  obtained  for  afternoon  closing  [?].  Mr. 
Jones  said  it  w"ould  be  impossible  for  him  to  close  for  the 
half-day,  as  he  had  a  good  deal  of  dispensing  to  do.  Mr. 
Staning  said  that  chemists  are  exempt  except  that  if  they 
had  an  assistant  they  must  give  him  a  half-holiday.  Mr. 
Snowden  thought  that  in  a  one-man  business  it  is  better  to 
close  at  1  p.m.  and  have  done  with  it.  Mr.  Robson  and  Mr. 
Howe  were  in  favour  of  the  half-holiday,  and  this  turned 
out  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  meeting.  It  was  also  resolved 
to  take  a  poll  on  the  question  of  applying  for  a  closing  order 
for  Mondays,  Tuesdays,  and  Wednesdays  at  8  P.M.,  and 
Fridays  at  9  P.M.,  Saturdays  being  left  to  individual  judg- 
ment. 

Blackpool  and  Fylde  Pharmacists'  Association.— 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Palatine  Hotel,  Blackpool,  on 
March  11.  There  were  present  Messrs.  Bailey  (President), 
Blackhurst,  Boothroyd,  Clarke,  Dale,  Greenwood,  Hard- 
man  (St.  Anne's),  Huddart,  Johnson,  Laurie,  Needham, 
Parker,  Sankey.  Smithurst,  Speight,  Turver,  'Watson,  and 
Watts  (St.  Anne's).  Mr.  Crossley  (Messrs.  Oldfield,  Pattinson 
&  Co.)  read  a  paper  entitled  Forty  Years  in  the  Wholesale 
Drug-trade.  He  related  the  grC'it  changes  that  have  come 
over  the  buying  and  selling  of  drugs  during  that  time. 
When  first  associating  himself  with  the  wholesale  the  1868 
Pharmacy  Act  had  just  come  into  operation,  and  this  with 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  some  yea.rs  afterwards  caused  a 
state  of  transition  in  the  drug-trade.  He  outlined  the 
routine  of  the  drug-auctions,  and  emphasised  the  fact  that 
a  buyer  must  know  his  business  thoroughly  -and  have  all 
his  wits  about  him.  The  transaction  has  then  many  phases 
through  which  to  pass  before  completion,  and  what  are 
known  as  "  allowances  "  are  a  constant  source  of  friction 
between  broker  and  buyer.  Some  comparatively  inexpen- 
sive drugs  lare  listed  by  the  ounce,  this  being  done  originally 
to  avoid  the  payment  of  "trot,"  which  was  only  chargeable 
on  pound  quantities.  There  w-ere  great  variations  in  prices 
in  the  early  days  due  to  the  difficulties  of  transport.  Mr. 
Crossley  considered  that  the  best  beginning  for  a  man  desir- 
ing to  enter  the  wholesale  drug-trade  is  a  few  years 
behind  the  retail  counter.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to 
the  author. 

Iieith  District  Chemists'  Association.  — A  meeting 
was  held  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  March  5,  Mr. 
Nicolson  (President)  in  the  chair.  Tiiere  were  also  oresent 
Messrs.  Noble,  Nisbet,  Cooper.  Skinner.  Hill.  Dick,  Walker, 
Dudgeon,  Henderson.  Lyon.  Robson.  Heddle,  and  Forgan. 
T\\^  Shops  Act  was  discussed,  and,  Wednesday  havinfr  been 
chosen  as  the  closing  day.  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
draw  up  a  petition  and  obtain  signatures  for  presentation 
to  the  local  authority  at  the  first  possible  opportunity.  The 
report    of    the    delegates    to    the    Provisional  Insurance 
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Committee  was  read,  anil  tlie  following  resolution  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Lyon  : 

"  That  "the  members  of  the  Lcith  District  Chemists'  Ajsviociation 
are  of  opinion  that  there  has  Ijeen  ii  quite  unnecessary  delay  in  the 
formation  of  the  Scottish  National  Insurance  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee, and  therefore  request  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  to 
immodiateiv  convene  a  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  the  local  Associa- 
tions, of  "local  secretaries  of  districte  unrepresented  by  an 
Ofisooiation,  and  of  the  drug  companies." 

This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Noble,  and  carried  unanimously. 
The  meeting  was  aiso  of  opinion  that  jMr.  J.  P.  Gilrnour 
and  his  colleagues  should  decline  to  attend  any  further  meet- 
ing of  the  Provisional  Committee  in  London  until  such 
time  as  the  Scottish  National  Insurance  Pharmaceutical 
Committee  bo  formed.  The  Federation  of  Scottish  Local 
Associations  was  then  discussed.  Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  gave  the 
Association  some  idea  of  what  has  already  been  done  in 
that  direction  under  the  auspices  of  the  North  British  Branch, 
and  showed  that  active  support  of  the  present  arrangements 
would  accomplish  much.  On  the  motion  of  the  Secretary, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Heddle,  Mr.  Hill  was  elected  an  honorary 
member  of  th<»  As.sociation. 

Sunderland  Pbarmaceutlcal  Association.  —  A  meet- 
ing of  chemists  and  others  eligible  to  contract  for  the  dis- 
pensing and  supply  of  medicines  under  the  National  Insur- 
ance Act  was  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Bridge  Street, 
Sunderland,  on  March  5,  when  the  following  were  present : 
Messrs.  W.  Ninimo  (in  the  chair),  R.  Anderson,  C.  Hodgson, 

G.  P.  Fairnian,  J.  G.  Harrison,  R.  C.  Thurstield,  R.  H. 
Bell,  A.  IL  M.  Purse,  J.  Mitchenson,  J.  W.  Todd, 
F.  Harphani,  AV.  Potts,  H.  J.  Turnbull,  jun.,  W.  Hudson, 

H.  Parsons,  "\V.  Forstcr,  F.  A.  French,  A.  D.  Purse, 
T.  Dalton,  R.  Hardy.  C.  Gray,  A.  J.  Kerrison,  J.  McLaren, 
W.  McLaren,  T.  Walton,  H.  Halstead,  and  G.  C.  Plodgson. 
The  following  were  elected  to  form  a  Pharmaceutical  Insur- 
ance Committee :  Messrs.  W.  Nimmo.  R.  Anderson,  C. 
Hodgson,  A.  H.  M.  Purse,  R.  II.  Bell,  G.  P.  Fairman, 
C.  Ranken,  R.  C.  Thursfield,  E.  R.  Cherrett,  J.  Mitchen- 
son, J.  G.  Harrison,  T.  D.  Dalton,  J.  McLaren,  C.  Gray, 
Garbutt,  H.  Parsons  (Haswell),  W.  Hudson  (Southwick), 
and  \V.  Forster  (Seaham  Harbour).  The  first  committee 
meeting  was  fixed  for  March  12.  The  meeting  then 
discussed  various  trade  topics.  Mr.  R.  Anderson  thought 
that  some  action  should  be  taken  to  induce  the  railway 
company  to  grant  special  facilities  for  the  forwarding  and 
delivery  of  goods  dealt  in  by  chemists  during  the  Coal 
Strike,  in  view  of  tlie  fact  that  the  train-service  was  con- 
siderably curtailed.  He  thought  that  as  the  goods  dealt  in 
by  chemists  are  for  the  most  part  for  the  alleviation  of 
illness  they  should  be  dealt  with  by  the  railway  company 
with  at  least  as  much  despatch  as  "  perishable  "  goods.  It 
was  resolved  to  write  to  the  General  Manager  of  the  North 
Eastern  Railway  at  York,  and,  failing  a  satisfactory  reply, 
to  send  a  deputation.  Messrs.  W.  Nimmo  and  R.  H.  Bell 
were  appointed  as  a  deputation  to  go  to  York  if  necessary. 

Sewsbury  Fbarmaclsts'  Association.  —  A  special 
mooting  was  lipid  on  March  11,  !Mr.  A,  li.  Barker  (Heckmond- 
wike)  ijrosiding.  Messrs.  R.  Broadhead  (Batlev),  S.  N. 
Pickard  (Ossett).  Joseph  Rhodes  (Mirficld).  S.  A.  Sheard 
(Morley),  G.  Butterfield,  John  Day,  R.  Gledhill,  G.  N. 
Gutteridgp,  C.  Whittaker  (Dewsbury),  and  the  Secretary  (Mr. 
R.  J.  H.  Day  (Dewsbury)  were  also  present.  In  answer  to 
the  President,  ]\Ir.  Pickard  explained  that  the  meeting  was 
summoned  in  consequence  of  the  editorial  footnote  to  Mr. 
Broadhead's  letter  in  the  "  Pharmaceutical  Journal "  on 
the  National  Insurance  Act  on  March  9.  The  footnote  was 
as  follows :  "  It  is,  of  (Jourse,  a  fact  that  the  National 
Insurance  Act,  Section  15  (5,  III.  1).  permits  the  dispensing  of 
medicine  by  doctors'  dispensers  without  supervision  if  they 
have  acted  as  such  for  three  years  immediately  prior  to  the 
passing  of  the  Act.''  The  editor  had  thus  admitted  that 
certain  statements  for  which  Mr.  Broadhead  had  been 
roundly  abused  were  true.  As  an  Association  "  they  had  been 
humbugged  atid  hoodwinked."  Mr.  Broadhead'  said  that 
it  was  desirable  iluit  certain  information  of  vital  importance 
to  them  should  be  obtained  from  the  Council,  even  if  they 
had  to  wring  it  from  them.  He  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Broadhead,  Gledhill,  and  Mr.  Pickard,  all  expressing  sur- 

grise  at  the  footnote.  Ultimately  it  was  agreed  that  Messrs. 
■roadhead,  Gledhill,  and  Pickard  should  frame  questions 
to  Iv*  sent  from  the  Association  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  Mr.  Gutteridsje  asked  why  Mr.  Chater  should 
write  to  the  Secretary  (Mr.  Day.  jun.)  for  information  re 
the  Local  Organisation  Committee  when  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  already  knew  that  that  committee  was  formed,  and 
had  had  the  information  requested  four  months  ago.  Mr 
Gledhill  strongly  denounced  the  huge  bill  of  expenses  incurred 
bv  thr.  salaries  of  the  Society's  secretary,  curator,  ancl 
libr.n  rin  ii. 

Cambrldg-e    Junior    Pbarmaceutlcal  Association.— 

A  meeting  was  held  on  March  6  at  Mr.  E.  Saville  Peck's 
house  at  30  Lensfield  Road,  when  the  host  delivered  a  lecture 


entitled  An  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  Materia  Mediea. 
There  was  a  I'ecord  attendance,  including  Messrs.  Course, 
Titterington,  Hill,  Delph,  Parker,  Atkins,  Knowles,  Laxton, 
George,  Peake,  Tyler,  Pedley,  Alderton,  Tuck,  Speakman, 
and  Williams.  It  was  announced  that  arrangement ,  had 
been  arranged  for  the  chemistry  classes  to  commence  at  aa 
early  date,  and  particulars  w-ere  given  as  to  fees.  Messrs. 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  have  renewed  the  offer  of 
Remington's  "Pharmacy"  for  competition  among  the 
juniors.  Mr.  E.  S.  Peck  then  gave  his  lecture,  which  was- 
divided  under  the  heads:  Recognition,  Botanical  Source, 
Natural  Order,  Habitat,  and  Chief  Constituents.  He  pointed 
out  how  much  easier  and  more  interesting  the  subject  becomes 
when  the.se  naked  facts  are  clothed  with  some  shreds  of 
human  interest.  Dealing  briefly  with  the  history  of  the 
introduction  into  British  medicine  of  a  few  typical  drugs, 
a  method  of  studying  the  subject  was  suggested  as  follows: 
First,  the  natural  habitat  of  the  plants  yielding  drugs  should 
be  marked  on  a  map.  This  might  be  called  the  geography  of 
materia  medica.  A  large  number  are  grown  in  our  own 
country  and  others  in  the  Colonies.  Having  learnt 
where  a  plant  comes  from,  the  next  thing  is  to  learn  to 
recognise  the  living  plant — not  merely  the  dry  drug.  The 
recognition  of  dry  drugs  should  be  accompanied  by  a  know- 
ledge of  the  general  habits  of  the  plant.  He  illustrated  this 
point  by  showing  specimens  of  aloes,  coca,  and  kola  in  full 
leaf  and  flower,  others  being  shown  in  the  plates  of  "  Medi- 
cinal Plants"  (Bentley  and  'Trimen).  A  study  of  the  naturaf 
orders  can  best  be  made  by  reference  to  the  British  natural 
orders.  There  may  be  representatives  of  the  same  natural 
order  of  a  plant  used  in  medicine  indigenous  to  Britain, 
although  the  actual  species  grows  abroad.  Excellent  speci- 
mens of  drugs  and  living  plants  from  the  Cambridge  Univer- 
sity Botanical  Gardens  were  exhibited.  Mr.  Peck  received 
a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  at  the  conclusion. 

Association  of  Certificated  Dispensers.  —  The  sixth 
annual  meeting  was  held  in  the  Court  Room  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Hall.  Blackfriars,  E.C.,  on  Thursday  evening, 
March  7,  and  was  a  record  for  attendance.  Mr.  Montagu 
Smith  (Lewisham  Infirmary)  presided.  Mr.  Lewis  (White- 
chapel  Infirmary),  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Anderson,  presented 
ihe  Balance-sheet,  which  showed  a  net  balance  of  81/.  lis.  lOcZ. 
after  defraying  the  heavy  expenses  of  the  year.  The 
Annual  Tic-port  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  (ISIr.  A.  Howell, 
Dalston  Dispensary)  announced  a  steady  increase  in  the 
membership,  now  over  500,  large  numbers  having  joined' 
in  consequence  of  the  provisions  of  the  National  Insurance 
Act.  The  constant  care  of  the  committee  and  Hon.  Secre- 
tary had  been  to  see  that  the  interests,  rights,  and  privileges 
of  the  members  were  secured  in  the  Bill.  Every  member 
of  the  House  of  Commons  had  been  circularised.  Deputa- 
tions had  been  received  by  members  of  the  Government, 
resulting  in  a  special  clause  for  the  benefit  of  holders  of 
the  Hall  certificate  being  added  to  Section  15.  It  was  also 
reported  that  a  petition  had  been  forwarded  to  the  Privy 
Council  with  reference  to  powers  given  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  under  Section  4  (6)  of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy 
Act,  1908.  to  make  a  by-law.  The  report  next  referred  to 
the  Society  of  Apothecaries'  proposed  Bill,  whose  object 
is  to  bring  certified  dispensers  and  the  examination  thereof 
more  into  line  with  modern  requirements.  The  Bill  intro- 
duces, among  other  things,  a  Preliminary  examination  in 
general  education,  a  period  of  training,  an  age-limit,  title, 
registration,  and  other  improvements,  and  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  Parliament  at  an  early  date.  It  was  also  reported 
that  many  members  were  successful  in  securing  important 
dispensing  appointments  in  the  public  services  and  a 
large  number  were  employed  through  the  agency  kept 
by  the  Hon.  Secretary.  The  balance-sheet  and '  report 
were  adopted.  The  Members  of  Committee  were  then  re- 
elected en  bloc,  and  cordially  thanked  for  the  heavy  duties 
cheerfully  undertaken  and  faithfully  carried  out"  The 
name  of  Dr.  C.  Addison,  M.P.,  was  added  to  tlie  list  of 
patrons.  Mr.  Derbyshire,  of  the  Royal  General  Dispensary, 
was  aDix>inted  an  Assistant  Secretary.  Votes  of  thanks  to 
the  IMaster  and  Wardens,  for  the  use  of  the  Court  Room, 
the  Chairman,  and  Hon.  Secretary  terminated  the  business. 

"Western  Pbarmaclsts'  Association. —  A  meeting  wan 
held  on  IMarcli  13  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati.  Oxford 
Street.  London.  W.,  Mr.  W.  Brow-ne  (President)  in  the 
chair.  He  was  supported  by  several  phvsicians.  including  Sir 
William  Abbott  Anderson,  M.V.O.,  Dr.  Phineas  Abraham, 
and  Dr.  H.  Dixon.  There  was  a  fair  attendance  of  mem- 
bers. Mr.  John  D.  Marshall  opened  a  discussion  on  the! 
practice  of  r/iving  copies  of  ■prescriptions  to  customers.  HeJ 
recalled  that  he  had  asked  for  the  experience  of  other/ 
chemists,  and  he  has  also  obtained  the  opinions  of  medicaB 
men  on_  the  matter.  He  mentioned  that  his  first  ideas  oi| 
the  subject  were  formed  when  a  lady  temperance  advocate 
developed  a  strong  liking  for  1-oz.  draughts  of  spiritus  vinf 
gallici,  containing  one  drop  of  Sydenham's  laudanum,  and 
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distributed  broadcast  among  her  acquaintances  copies  of 
this  prescription.  It  is  not  easy  to  refuse  copies  to  a  cus- 
tomer, but  Mr.  Marshall  now  makes  a  practice  of  refusing. 
He  recalled  the  opinions  expressed  by  well-known  pharma- 
cists in  the  Art  of  Dispensing,"  and  added  that  a  more 
serious  aspect  of  the  case  was  unfolded  to  him  by  a  medical 
man,  who  told  how  m  a  divorce  case  the  lawyers  tried  to 
obtain  from  chemists  copies  of  prescriptions  dispensed  for 
the  husband  of  a  lady  who  was  endeavouring  to  divorce 
him.  Mr.  Marshall  then  spoke  disapjirovingly  of  prescrip- 
tions for  branded  tablets,  giving  some  experiences,  which 
showed  that  cu.stomers  avoid  getting  these  dispensed,  but 
obtain  the  tablets  in  lar^re  bottles  from  drug-stores.  He 
read  the  following  letter  which  his  company  now  send  out 
to  customers  who  ask  for  copies  of  prescriptions  : 

De.4R  iSln. — We  are  in  receipt  of  .your  letter  of  j-cst-erdi>y,  and  in 
reply  beg  to  state  that  copies  of  prescriptions  can  only  "be  <,'ivpn 
with,  the  permission  of  th«  writer,  or  produced  in  Court  of  law 
un-d«r  subpoena.  If  you  will  kindly  obtain  tliis  pcrmiFsion  we 
shall  be  pleased  to  ^supply  you  with  tlie  copy  you  desire.  The 
number  is  all  that  is  nvccssary  to  obtain  a  fresh  supply  of 
medicine  at  any  time.  Assuring  you  of  our  attention  at  all  times. 
Tours  fiaithfully, 

John'  Bell  &  CROYnEX.  Ltd. 
Mr.  Marshall  added  a_  few  words  about  l;he  National  Insur- 
ance Act,  which  he  thinks  will  assist  in  placing  pharmacists 
in  a  professional  light  before  the  public.  The  discussion 
on  the  paper  covered  a  wide  area,  and  included  the  question 
of  who  owned  the  prescription,  copyrights  in  prescriptions, 
repeats,  initialling  over-doses,  telephone  prescriptions,  as 
well  as  the  ethics  of  chemists  providing  copies  from  their 
prescription-books.  Mr.  J.  T.  Barrett  brought  home  the 
point  that  the  chemists'  copy  is  his  own  property,  and  that 
giving  a  copy  is  a  matter  of  discretion  and  courtesy  on  his 
part.  Those  who  took  part  in  the  discussion  were  Sir 
Will  iam  Abbott  Anderson,  Dr.  Abraham,  Dr.  H.  Dixon, 
Messrs.  C.  B.  Allen.  F.  A.  Rogers,  Etherington,  Gulliver, 
White-,  Drayton,  and  the  Chairni.an.  Votes  of  thanks  to 
the  medical  men  and  Mr.  Marsliall  closed  the  proceedings. 


Leeds  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  firniid  Itestaurant  on  Wed- 
nesday evening,  ^March  6,  'Sir.  J.  H.  Beacock  presiding 
over  an  attendance  of  nearly  fifty  members.  Mr.  W.  L. 
Currie  attended  by  invitation  to  deliver 

An  Address  on  the  National  Insurance  Act. 
In  introducing  Mr.  Currie,  the  President  complained 
that  the  Society's  "  Journal  "  does  not  give  the  members  of 
the  Society  the  information  that  they  deserve  and  which 
is  given  in  other  journals.  Mr.  Currie,  in  reply  to  this, 
said  "  it  is  a  very  curious  fact  that  competitors  with  the 
'  Journal '  in  the  journalistic  world  seem  to  be  able  to  get 
information  of  a  very  valuable  character  which  the 
'  Journal  '  fails  to  secure.  That  is  a  piece  of  smart  journal- 
ism, no  doubt,  on  the  part  of  the  others."  Mr.  Currie 
then,  after  reference  to  editorial  responsibility,  proceeded 
to  speak  of  the  work  of  the  Council,  and  the  duty 
of  the  members  there  of  making  themselves  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  subjects  and  work  dealt  with.  The 
National  Insurance  Act  is  a  case  in  point,  and  as  to  that 
he  believed  the  chemists  of  the  country  had  given  much 
more  consideration  to  it  than  ever  its  introducer  had 
done.  A  ciuestion  which  had  been  sent  to  him  was 
whether  he  could  give  information  about  a  report  which 
ought  to  have  appeared  before  then  from  two  reoresenta- 
tives  [Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  and  Professor  Greenish] 
who  were  sent  by  the  Council  to  the  Continent  to  make 
inquiries  in  relation  to  pharmacy  work  under  the  insur- 
ance scheme  there.  He  believecl  that  a  report  would  be 
forthcoming.  He  had  been  asked,  also,  whether  he  could 
make  any  suggestions  as  to  the  scale  of  dispensing  charges 
which  would  be  likely  to  be  instituted.  He  thought  that 
was  going  to  be  the  crux  of  the  whole  business,  and  he 
was  not  prepared  to  make  any  suggestion  in  that  direc- 
tion ;  but  the  Special  Committee  of  the  Provisional  Com- 
mittee, which  wa.s  elected  in  such  a  curious  way  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council,  is  at  present  spending  a  good 
deal  of  time  in  drawing  up  suggestions  for  a  national 
scale  of  prices,  which  might  be  varied  according  to 
localities  as  occasion  requires.  This  would  be  submitted 
in  due  course  to  local  insurance  committees.  The  German 
system  of  paying  had  been  published  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  which,  as  usual,  had  been  a  bit  ahead  of  every- 
tihing  else  in  the  matter,  and  that  s.ystem  might  possibl,y 
prove  to  be  a  basis  to  go  upon.    Other  proposals  had  been 


put  forward  which  might  perhaps  better  serve  for  British 
purposes.  Mr.  Currie  proceeded  to  discuss  the  position 
of  chemists  under  the  Act,  reminding  his  audience  that 
there  had  been  no  provision  in  the  Bill  for  dispensing 
by  pharmacists.  This  had  been  secured  by  the  Parlia- 
mentary Secretary.  He  then  touched  upon  some  con- 
troversial matters  as  to  which  different  opinions  had  been 
expressed  by  Mr.  Broadhead  and  !Mr.  Walshaw-.  This 
had  reference  chiefly  to  the  interpretation  of  Section  15 
(5  iii),  viz.  : 

Subject  to  the  regulations  made  by  the  last  foregoing 
proviso  the  regulations  shall  prohibit  arrangements  for 
the  dispensing  of  medicines  being  made  with  persons  other 
than  persons,  firms,  or  bodies  corporate  entitled  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  as  amended  by  the 
Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908,  who  undertake  that  all 
medicines  supplied  by  them  to  insured  persons  shall  be  dis- 
pensed either  by  or  under  the  direct  supervision  of  a  regis- 
tered pharmacist  or  by  a  person  who,  for  three  years  im- 
mcdiaieli/  prior  to  the  jmssing  of  this  Act.  has  acted  as  a 
dispenser  to  a  duly  qualified  medical  practitioner  or  a  public 
institution. 

yir.  Currie  said  that  this  means  that  persons  covered 
b,y  the  italicised  portion  of  the  sub-section  [which  is  in- 
troduced to  make  the  point  clear]  may  dispense  without 
qualified  supervision  for  persons,  firms,  or  bodies  cor- 
porate. He  then  explained  how  the  provision  came  into 
the  Act  through  the  exertions  of  the  War  Office  and 
others,  adding  that  if  the  representatives  of  pharmacists 
had  not  compromised  they  would  have  been  in  a  very 
disadvantageous  position,  for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer said  that  unless  they  were  prepared  to  give  way 
upon  that  particular  point  they  would  be  cut  out  of  the 
Bill  altogether.  In  his  opinion  the  concession  did  not  cut 
so  very  deep.  It  only  related  to  the  men  who  had  been 
dispensing  for  medical  men  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
did  not  apply  to  a  man  going  to  be  a  dispenser  to  a  doctor 
now.  They  could  not  open  shop  or  do  anything  of  that 
kind.  He  certainly  thought  that  the  concession  was  a 
comparatively  small  one,  and  it  would  give  these  men  an 
opportunity  of  perhaps  getting  employment  with  phar- 
macists when  they  could  not  get  any  with  any  other 
person.  Mr.  Currie  then  took  up  the  supposition  that 
the  medical  benefit,  so  far  as  the  doctors  were  concerned, 
would  not  come  into  operation.  Does  it  follow  that 
chemists  should  allow  the  pharmacy  section  to  go  by  the 
board?  His  answer  was  "No."  He  urged  that  they 
ought  to  make  a  strong  attempt,  if  there  was  no  recon- 
ciliation between  the  doctors  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  to  try  to  retain  the  working  of  the  pharmacy 
.section  of  the  Act  irrespectively  of  the  action  of  the 
doctors.  What  necessity  could  there  be  for  the  creation 
of  State  dispensaries  when  they  had  so  many  qualified 
men  scattered  throughout  the  country  as  chemists  ?  Some 
kind  of  arrangement  could  be  arrived  at  between  the 
Commissioners  and  the  local  insurance  committees  to 
employ  pharmacists  who  aro  already  in  existence 
without  handing  over  a  per  capita  grant  for  somebody 
to  dispense  for  one  particular  society.  He  could  see  that 
this  might  mean  a  good  deal  of  hard  work  to  carry  out. 
but  he  "did  think  that  some  effort  should  be  made.  He 
proceeded  to  speak  of  the  local  organisation  scheme  and 
how  it  might  help  in  the  formation  of  Pharmaceutical 
Insurance  Committees,  which  he  thus  outlined  : 

The  National  Committees,  when  thev  are  appointed,  will 
be  subservient  to  nobody.  Each  committee — English,  Welsh, 
and  Scotch— will  deal  with  the  Commissioners  of  their  own 
countrv.  There  would  be  a  connecting  link  between  the 
three  National  Committees,  representatives  being  sent  by 
each  of  them  to  form  what  might  be  called  an  International 
Committee.  It  had  been  suggested  that  two  from  each  of 
the  National  Committees  would  be  quite  sufficient,  the  Chair- 
man and  Secretary  of  each  being  elected  to  meet  and  confer 
together  upon  any  point  of  difficulty  which  might  arise,  so 
as"  to  get  at  a  basis  for  arriving  at  a  unanimous  decision. 
Witli  tliat  exception  the  International  Committee  should 
have  no  executive  power,  but  should  be  simply  advisory  and 
consultative.  That  wos  not  quite  the  opinion  that  had  lieen 
held  at  Bloomsbviry  Square.  There  they  wanted  a  large 
permanent  commitlee,  and  he  raised  the  point  immediately 
as  to  who  was  going  to  finance  such  a  committee.  They 
answered  that  the  Society  would.  Then  he  said  he  objected 
to  it  all  the  mere  strongly,  bccau.^e  thers  was  no  justification 
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ill  Using  tlip  funds  of  tho  Society  in  tliis  particular 
direction.  All  tho  expense  that  the  Society  had  now  under 
taken  to  guarantee  was  the  payment  of  third-class  expenses 
to  the  members  of  the  Provisional  Committee  for  their  first 
meeting.  The  subsequent  expenses  were  to  be  got  by  sub- 
scription to  meet  the  expenditure  of  this  Provisional  Com 
mittoc  up  to  three  months,  by  the  end  of  which  time  it  was 
hoped  some  agreement  would  have  been  arrived  at  by  means 
of  a  capitation  grant  or  something  of  that  kind — so  much 
per  member  upon  the  panel,  and  these  were  the  people  who 
ought  to  subscribe  to  some  funds  for  carrying  on  this  work. 

Mr.  Currie  explained  tliat  the  Society  is  badly  off 
<Miough  as  it  is,  and  to  finance  a  huge  undertaking  like 
this,  with  travelling  expenses  and  so  on,  would  run  to 
hundreds  of  pounds  a  year  expended  with  no  great  result 
and,  he  thought,  with  no  necessity.  He  had  been  sticking 
out  for  that,  and  he  hoped  it  might  be  carried.  They 
would  very  soon  be  called  upon  to  elect  their  representa- 
tives to  the  English  National  Insurance  Committee, 
probably  to  the  number  of  about  thirty,  and  he  thought 
that  that  number  of  members  of  the  craft,  if  carefully 
selected,  would  be  very  well  able  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  dealing  with  the  English  Commissioners. 

A  DiscrssiON 

on  the  address  was  opened  by  Mr.  F.  Pilkington  Sargeant, 
whose  remarks  were  directed  chiefly  to  what  three-years' 
dispensers  may  do  under  the  Act.  Speaking  in  regard  to 
Mr.  Currie's  objection  to  using  the  funds  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  to  cover  the  expenses  of  the  Insurance 
Committees,  he  thought  that  it  would  be  outrageous  for  the 
funds  of  the  Society  to  be  used  for  the  upkeep  of  committees 
appointed  to  look  after  the  pharmacoutical  side  of  the 
medical-benefit  section  of  the  Act.  which  did  not  concern 
])iiarmacists  alone.  Mr.  Broadhead  followed,  and,  alluding 
to  a  controversy  in  which  he  was  particularly  concerned, 
said  that  if  he  was  in  ignorance,  it  was  not  his  fault,  but 
the  fault  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  whose  great  forfr 
was  in  keepinsf  its  members  in  ignorance.  He  had  tried 
to  get  information  time  after  time,  and  could  not  get  it. 
The  chemists  of  the  country  were  continually  being  hood- 
winked. Mr.  Currie  practically  admitted  that,  and  he  spoke 
as  a  Vice-President  of  the  Society.  He  was  pleased  to  find 
that  Mr.  Currie  had  taken  such  a  straightforward  and  fear- 
less line  as  to  admit  practically  that  the  niemliers  of  the 
Society  were  being  lioodwinked.  He  then  touched  upon  the 
l.K)litical  aspects  of  tho  Insurance  Act,  and  had  a  little 
argument  with  Mr.  Currie  as  to  the  powers  of  the  three- 
years'  dispensers,  touching  also  upon  other  matters  of  per- 
sonal interest.  After  this  Mr.  Currie  was  heckled  chiefly  in 
regard  to  apothecaries  and  their  assistants.  Mr.  Broadhead 
having  spoken  on  co-operative  societies  and  their  danger 
under  the  Act,  Mr.  Currie  was  called  upon  to  close  the  <lis- 
cussion,  which  he  did,  and,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Milestone, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Long,  he  was  very  cordially  thanked. 


Three  Meetings.— Reports  have  also  been  received  of  the 
meetings  of  the  Chesterfield,  Huddersfield,  and  Sheffield 
Associations,  which  will  be  dealt  with  next  week. 


POISONING  FATALITIES. 


Fifteen  deaths  from  the  effects  of  poisons  have  been 
reported  since  our  last  issue.  In  three  cases  poisoning  was 
due  to  misadventure,  and  the  deaths  of  three  children  were 
due  to  the  administration  of  arsenic  by  their  mother.  The 
most  important  is  here  referred  to: 

Opium. — "Death  from  misadventure"  was  the  jury's 
verdict  after  inquiring  into  the  death  of  Cantrcll  Eggleston 
140),  confectioner,  of  Derby,  who  died  at  Chester  from 
opium-poisoning.— At  the  inquirv  held  bv  the  Coroner  for 
The  City  of  London  (Dr.  Waldo)  into  the  death  of  Walter 
John  Pryor  (50).  solicuor's  clerk.  Forest  Gate.  E..  who  ccm- 
uuttetl  suicide.  Dr.  F.  Womack.  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos- 
pital, said  that  some  bottles  and  a  tumbler  found  secreted 
in  deceasLHl  s  room  had  contained  morphia,  opium,  and 
aconite.  An  examination  showed  the  presence  of  opium  in 
the  liwly.  Several  patent  medicines  which  contained  drugs 
;ii  sufficient  quantity  to  cause  death  were  mentioned  bv 
this  witness  The  Coroner:  Then  manv  children  mav  die 
as  tJie  result  of  being  given  these  medicines,  and  nobodv 
be  the  wiser  ?  Oh.  yes.  A  juror  said  it  seemed  to  him  that 
a.  revision  of  the  law  was  necessary  to  make  it  more  difficult 
to  obtain  poison  from  the  vendors  of  proprietarv  medicines 


TRADE  REPORT. 

^he  prices  given  in  this  section  are  those  obtained  by  importer.J  Or 
manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  origrinal  packages.  To  these 
vrices  various  charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in 
many  instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  deala-; 
receive  the  goods  into  stock,  after  which  much  expense  may  be 
incurred  in  garbling  and  the  lik^.  Qualities  of  chemicals,  drugs, 
oils,  and  many  other  commodities  vary  greatly,  and  higher 
prices  than  those  here  quoted  are  charged  for  selected  qualities 
of  natural  products  even  in  bulk  quantities.  Retail  buyers 
cannot,  therefore,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  expect  to 
purchase  at  the  prices  quoted  here. 


43  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.G.,  March  14. 

THE  continuance  of  the  coal  strike  has  tended  to  reduce 
business  in  many  quarters  to  a  minimum,  and  the  fact 
that  the  railway  and  shipping  services  have  been  further 
curtailed  renders  trading  increasingly  difficult.  Hopes  are 
now  centreing  in  the  joint  conferences  between  the  mine- 
owners  and  the  men,  and  until  matters  are  adjusted,  no 
improvement  in  business  is  expected.  The  principal 
changes  include  an  advance  of  5s.  in  quicksilver.  Other 
articles  which  are  higher  include  cream  of  tartar,  glucose, 
maize-starch,  fine  Tonquin  musk,  sodium  nitrate,  and 
Japanese  peppermint  oil.  Florentine  orris,  turpentine,  and 
petroleum  are  firmer.  Products  which  have  declined  in- 
clude American  peppermint  oil,  wahoo  bark  of  root,  cod- 
liver  oil,  and  Belgian  castor  oil.  Subjoined  are  the 
principal  changes  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Cream  of  tartar 
Glucose 
Maize  starch 
Musk  (tine) 
Quicksilver 
Boda  nitrate 

Orris 

Peppermint 
oil  (Jap.; 
Petroleum 
Pimento 
Turpentine 

Anise  oil  (star; 
Carnaul)a  wax 
(chalky)  grey 
shellac 

(auction) 

Lower 


(Belg.) 

Cod-liver  oil 
Peppermint 

oil  (Aiuer.) 
Wahoo  bark 


Cablegrams. 

Beegex,  March  13  :— The  cod -fishing  at  Finniarken  con- 
tinues satisfactory.  The  market  for  finest  non-congealing 
Norwegian  oil  is  dull  at  70.s.  per  barrel  c.i.f.  terms. 

New  York,  March  7  : — Business  in  drugs  is  fair.  Opium 
is  steady  at  .$8.25  per  lb.  for  druggists'  by  single  cases. 
Peppermint,  oil  is  quiet  at  $2.85  per  lb.  in  tins.  Balsam 
Peru  is  rather  firmer  at  $1.85.  Hydrastis  (golden  seal)  is 
steady  at  $5.  Buchu  is  firm  at  $1.20  for  round,  and  cascara 
sagrada  is  unchanged.  [This  cable  arrived  too  late  for 
our  previous  issue.] 

London  Markets. 

Alcohol. — In  further  reference  to  the  advance  in  abso- 
lute alcohol  as  noted  la.st  week,  our  quotation  of  3j-.  lOd. 
per  lb.  applied  only  to  bulk  quantities  in  large  returnable 
iron  drums  of  about  3  cwt.  ;  the  quotation  in  i-cwt.  tins  in 
baskets  is  3.s.  lO^cl. 

Anise  Oil  (Star).— On  the  spot  "  Pted  Ship"  brand  is 
quoted  at  5*.  to  6.?.,  and  to  arrive  5s.  9^-f7.  c.i.f.  for 

near  at  hand,  being  easier. 

Bell.\doxna-root  remains  cheap,  with  offers  from  Trieste 
at  28s.  6c/.  for  0.30  to  0.35  per  cent,  alkaloids,  and  33s.  bd. 
per  cwt.  c.  and  f.  for  0.50  to  0.55  per  cent. 

Buchu  has  been  very  quiet,  but  prices  are  unaltered, 
with  retail  sales  at  from  4s.  7d.  to  4s.  8f/.  per  lb.  for 
round  leaf.  Genuine  longs  remain  scarce,  the  value  of  fair 
green  being  2s.  6(/.  to  2s.  Hd..  and  ovals  Is.  Qd.  to  2s.  per  lb. 
The  usual  weekly  Cape  boat  has  brought  101  packages,  of 
which  79  bales  (round)  are  for  New  York,  and  the  remain- 
ing 22  bales  (ovals)  are  for  London. 

Calabar  Beans. — An  arrival  of  31  bags  has  taken  place 
ill  Liverpool. 

^Camphor  (Crude).— The  spot  price  of  China  remains  at 
155s.  per  cwt.,  with  an  advancing  tendency. 
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Camphor  (Refined). — The  spot  quotcation  for  5-oz.  and 
5-0Z.  Japanese  tablets  is  l.s.  Sgrf.  and  Is.  8(/.  per  oz.  respec- 
tively, and       7^d.  for  1-oz. 

Cannabis  Ixdica. — We  are  officially  informed  "that  it 
lias  been  ascertained  that  the  export  of  hemp  drugs  from 
Bombay  has  not  been  prohibited.  Export  is  permitted 
under  permit  from  the  Collector  of  Cu.stoms  and  on  pay- 
ment of  excise  duty."  This  dispels  the  recent  reports 
■current  on  this  market  to  the  effect  that  the  export  had 
heen  prohibited  altogether.  There  is  no  doubt  the  heavy 
■excise  duty  has  tended  to  curtail  production  and  in  turn 
■exportation,  this  being  in  accordance  with  the  policy  of  the 
Indian  Government. 

Cardamoms. — About  120  packages  have  arrived  since  the 
■auction,  but  they  are  badly  wanted. 

Cassia  Oil  remains  very  quiet,  with  a  few  retail  sales  at 
3.S.  lOd.  for  80  to  85  per  cent.  c.a.  and  3-?.  6c?.  spot  for  70  to 
75  per  cent.  ;  to  arrive  80  to  85  per  cent,  is  quoted  3.s.  Q^cL, 
■and  75  to  80  per  cent.  3«.  6^d.  c.i.f.  terms. 

Castor  Oil. — Belgian  is  7.s.  6d.  per  ton  lower,  first 
pressing  for  prompt  and  forward  delivery  offering  at 
'271.  15?.  per  ton  in  barrels,  ex  wharf  London. 

Chieetta  remains  very  dear,  small  sales  being  reported 
at  9f7.  per  lb. 

Cinchona. — The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on 
March  28  consists  of  8,675  packages,  comprising  7,656 
packasjes  Ledgeriana.  hybrid,  etc.,  610  cases  and  409  bales 
Succinibra.  The  total  weight  is  about  712.890  kilos.  The 
"first-hand  stock  at  Amsterdam  amounted  to  18,471  pack- 
ages private  and  5,810  packages  Government  bark,  includ- 
ing the  first-hand  supply  to  be  offered  at  the  above  auction. 

Cinnamon. — For  fine  sticks  (No.  0)  l.s.  8f/.  has  been  paid 
privately.  In  auction  214  bales  eold  without  reserve,  in- 
cluding ordinary  firsts  at  ll^d.,  ordinary  seconds  8^d., 
coarse  thirds  7-^d.,  and  coarse  fourths  5^d.;  of  cfiij.s 
60  bales  Ceylon  sold  at  2^d.  for  fair. 

Cloves  are  higher  at  5|f7.  for  Zanzibar  on  the  spot ; 
to  arrive  a  fair  business  done,  including  January-March 
at  5^d.  to  5-^d.,  and  March-May  at  5|rf.  to  b^d.  c.i.f. 

Cocaine. — It  is  reported  from  Hamburg  that  1,500 
iilos.  of  crude  cocaine  have  accumulated  at  that  port, 
and  that  there  are  no  buyers,  as  the  bulk  is  now  manu- 
factured from  coca-leaves,  which  have  been  imported  in 
considerable  quantities.  Under  these  conditions  a  decline 
of  15m.  per  kilo,  has  taken  place  in  crude,  which  is  now 
260m.  per  kilo.  Hydrochloride  is  unchanged,  with  makers' 
quotation  nominal  in  the  absence  of  business. 

CoD-LivER  Oil. — At  the  reduced  prices  a  fair  quantity 
of  the  new  oil  has  been  placed,  including  several  of  the 
biest  marks  of  Norwegian  oil  at  67.s.  to  70-s.  per  barrel 
c.i.f.  for  prompt  shipment,  at  which  further  business  can 
be  done. 

A  cable  advice  from  Aalesund  shows  that  the  catch  and 
output  of  cod-liver  oil  up  to  March  9  were  as  follows: 

Catch  of  Livers  for  raw      Yield  of 
Cod  oil  (heet.)     c.l.o.  (hect.) 

liOfoten,  1912    7,200,000  ...      590      ...  5,t58 

1911    3,900,000  ...      322       ...  3,005 

Whole  of  Norway,  1912   27,100,000  ...   3.959      ...  22,867 

„       1911    11,600,000  ...    3,08i      ...  8,471 

-From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase 
in  Lofoten  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  date  of 
last  year  is  2,300,000  fish  and  2,553  hect.  of  cod-liver  oil; 
•while  the  increase  for  the  whole  country  is  15,500,000  cod 
land  14,396  hect.  of  oil.  Tlie  catch  for  the  week  ending 
March  9  at  Lofoten  was  2.600,000  fish,  yielding  1.900  hect. 
of  cod-liver  oil ;  and  for  the  whole  country  tlie  catch  was 
6,900,000,  the  yield  being  5,323  hect.  of  oil. 

CoLCHicrM-SEED. — Limited  quantities  are  offered  from 
Trieste,  which  is  said  to  be  cheaper  than  other  markets; 
65^?,  per  cwt.  c.  and  f.  is  quoted. 

Cream  of  Ta'etar  has  advanced  a  further  Is.  per  cwt., 
98-per-cent.  powder  offering  at  82.s.  and  95-per-cent.  at 
80.S.  per  cwt.  At  the  moment  there  is  a  scarcity  on  the 
spot,  hence  the  higher  prices  paid. 

Draoon's-blood. — Subsequent  to  the  auction  a  small  lot 
of  dullish  seedy  lump  changed  hands  at  61.  7s.  6d.  per 


cwt.  Seven  cases  of  seedy  lump  have  arrived  per  Pak 
Ling  from  Singa.pore. 

Elecampane  is  very  firm  and  in  rising  tendency  at  34s. 
per  cwt.  c.  and  f.  terms. 

Ergot. — A  better  demand  is  reported  from  Hamburg 
at  firmer  prices ;  for  March-April  shipment  German  is 
quoted  3'S.  3c?.  and  Russian  3.s.  6c/.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  Spot 
market  remains  slow,  good  sound  Spanish,  which  is  scarce, 
being  quoted  4.S.  4c?.  to  4s.  6c?. 

Gamboge  has  shown  more  activity  during  the  past  fort- 
night, and  good  coloury  Siam  pipe  is  now  very  scarce, 
such  being  worth  13?.  lO.s.  to  13?.  15s.  per  cwt. 

Gentian. — From  the  Continent  it  is  reported  that  few 
arrivals  are  taking  place,  and  with  a  regular  demand, 
stocks  are  becoming  smaller ;  for  shipment  whole  dry  is 
quoted  at  25s.  6d.  per  cwt.  c.  and  f.  terms.  On  the  spot 
25.S.  to  26s.  is  quoted. 

Ginger. — Japanese  is  dearer  at  27s.  6d.  c.i.f.  and 
32s.  6d.  spot ;  African  is  also  higher  at  31s.  and  at  25s.  66?. 
c.i.f.  ;  at  auction  413  bags  washed  rough  Cocliin  were 
bought  in  at  44s.  to  45s. 

Glucose  has  advanced  fully  6cZ.  per  cwt.,  the  usual 
brands  offering  at  12s.  lO^d.  on  the  spot. 

Glycerin. — Last  week's  reduction  has  led  to  rather 
more  demand  in  several  cjuarters,  and  a  better  feeling 
of  confidence  has  been  established.  Second-hands  offer 
chemically  pure  at  a  reduction  of  1?.  to  2?.  per  ton  below 
the  official  rates. 

Gum  Acacia. — Soudan  sorts  are  quiet,  with  small  sales 
of  pale  quality  at  55s.  ;  for  March-April  shipment  from 
Khartoum  33-b'.  c.i.f.  is  quoted. 

Hydrastis  is  quoted  at  from  20s.  9c?.  to  21s.  per  lb. 
c.i.f.  to  arrive. 

Insect-powder. — A  Trieste  report  states  that,  as  the 
season  is  drawing  nearer,  increased  interest  is  being 
shown,  and.  as  the  cheaper  stocks  of  flowers  are  being  ab- 
sorbed, higher  rates  are  looked  for  shortly. 

Lemon-juice. — English  pressed  raw  is  quoted  l.f.  6c?.  per 
gallon. 

Lemon  Oil  is  unaltered,  both  on  spot  and  in  primary 
markets,  from  whence  we  have  a  Palermo  advice  of 
March  9  that  the  local  trade  has  been  almost  at  a  standstill, 
exporters  holding  back  and  blank  sellers  having  still 
several  weeks  in  which  to  cover  their  requirements  on 
March  contracts;  on  the  other  hand  "bull"  operators 
have  held  meetings  in  order  to  discuss  the  situation.  No 
definite  conclusion  was  reached,  but  occasional  small  specu- 
lative purchases  were  effected  at  full  rates ;  for  shipment 
new  crop  is  quoted  at  from  6s.  A^d.  to  6s.  6c?.  c.i.f. 

Lime-juice. — Although  fair  arrivals  have  taken  place 
from  the  West  Lidies  lately,  very  little  is  offered  on  the 
open  market. 

Liquorice-root. — Common  natural  root  is  scarce  at 
15s.  spjot. 

Maize-starch  has  advanced  lOjC?.  per  cv/t.  to  lis.  9c?. 
for  powder,  and  to  lis.  6c?.  for  pearl,  ex  wharf  London. 

Menthol  is  firmer  on  spot,  with  retail  sales  at  from 
22s.  to  22s.  6c?.  per  lb. 

Musk. — With  continued  scarcity,  the  price  of  fine  blue 
skin  Pile  1  Tonquin  pod  has  advanced  to  82s.  6d.  per  oz. ; 
Pile  1  old-fashioned  pod  is  offering  at  60s.  per  oz.  Fair 
Russian  Cabarcline  is  worth  20s.  to  20s.  6c?.  per  oz. 

Olive  Oil. — A  Palermo  report  states  that  the  production 
in  Italy  and  Sicily  is  a  good  average  and  of  very  good 
quality,  but,  stocks  of  old  oils  being  almost  exhausted, 
prices  for  new  oils  are  still  too  dear,  and  home  consumers 
have  to  pay  the  prices  which  producers  ask  for  new 
prompt  oil.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  prices  will  decline 
later,  as  the  actual  rates  ruling  prevent  competition  with 
oils  from  other  producing  countries,  and  the  Italian  con- 
sumers cannot  absorb  all  that  is  produced.  Eating-oils 
according  to  qualities  are  quoted  at  from  57?.  to  67?.  per 
ton  f.o.b.  in  casks. 

Opium. — Last  week's  paragraph  may  be  endorsed  with- 
out reservation,  there  having  been  no  important  news 
from  the  primary  markets. 

A  Smyrna  con-espondent  writes  on  March  1  that  the  sales 
this  week  amount  to  only  two  cases    old  extra-selected 
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Karahissar  at  28s.  Notwithstanding  the  absence  of  demand, 
sellers  maintain  the  position  and  do  not  show  the  slightest 
disposition  to  forco  sales,  although  if  buyers  were  to  oomo 
forward  at  lower  figures  some  weakor  holders  may  be  in- 
duced to  make  concessions.  The  arrivals  amount  to  1,122 
cases,  against  4,330  at  same  date  last  year. 

Orris. — Market  still  shows  an  advancing  tendency  in 
Italy;  for  shipment  bold  Florentine  is  quoted  50s.  ZcL, 
sorts  at  48.>".,  and  ordinary  at  455'.  per  cwt.  Verona  is 
quoted  at  from  37s.  6(1.  to  40?.  c.  and  f.  terms.  Morocco 
is  not  offered  on  the  London  market. 

Pkppermint  Oil. — American  tin  oil  is  cheaper,  good 
brands  being  obtainable  at  12?.  per  lb.  net,  and  for 
H.G.II.  from  15s.  to  15s.  3c/.  London  terms  is  quoted 
according  to  holder.  Todd's  crystal  white  is  14«.  net. 
Japanese  is  quoted  at  6.s.  9f/.  for  Kobayashi  (which  has 
been  i)aid),  and  6.s.  Id.  for  Suzuki  on  the  spot,  while 
January-March  shipment  of  Kobayashi  and  Suzuki  has  been 
sold  at  6.S.  5d.  to  6s.  6d.  c.i.f. 

Petrolkum  has  advanced  %d.  per  gal.,  ^ordinary  refined 
Russian  and  American  offering  at  %d.,  and  water-white 
American  at  lO^rf. 

Pimento  is  firmer  on  the  spot  at  2|(/.  per  lb.  for  fair 
berries,  and  to  arrive  26.S.  6d.  c.i.f.  is  quoted  for  March- 
April  shipment. 

Quicksilver  was  advanced  5s.  per  bottle  on  Monday  to 
8/.  12.S.  6d.,  and  in  second-hands  8Z.  9s.  6d.  is  quoted. 

Quince-seed. — The  new  crop  Cape  is  nov,-  being  col- 
lected, but  the  supplies  are  expected  to  be  very  small  this 
season. 

Quinine. — At  the  Amsterdam  auction  of  quinine  held 
on  March  8,  1,417J-  kilos.  (50.000  oz.)  Ed.  IL  were  sold 
at  an  average  price  of  fl.  10.47^  per  kilo.,  against  flf.  10.70 
at  the  previous  auction.  The  ne.xt  auction  will  be  held  on 
JIarcli  22,  when  a  similar  quantity  will  be  offered. 

Santonin. — Further  particulars  of  the  advance  announced 
in  our  last  issue  show  that  the  Syndicate  prices  are 
as  follows:  Small  lots,  80.?.  9rf.  ;  28  lb.,  79.?.;  56  lb., 
77s.  Zd.  ;  1  cwt.,  75.?.  6d.  ;  and  2  cwt.,  73s.  M.  per  lb.  net. 
The  makers  are  only  able  to  deliver  a  few  kilos,  at  a 
time,  and  in  second-hands  supplies  are  very  limited,  with 
sellers  at  from  76s.  to  76s.  6d.  per  lb.    See  note  on  p.  61. 

Shellac— At  auction  276  cases  offered,  and  176  sold  with- 
out reserve  at  about  Is.  per  cwt.,  easier  rates  for  good 
qualities.  Second  Orange  being  steady.  Fine  free  Second 
Orange  sold  at  72s.  to  73s.,  good  palish  broken  seconds 
65s.,  good  fair  flat  free  T.N.  63s.,  fair  reddish  free  61s., 
and  ordinary  reddish  59s.  Of  Garnet  15  cases  sold  at  58s. 
to  59s.  for  free  A.C.,  and  for  four  cases  Button  77s.  was 
paid  for  Ralli,  pure  No.  1.  Privately  the  market  is  quiet, 
fair  T.N.  Orange  being  quoted  62s.,' and  for  March-April 
shipment  62s.  c.i.f.  is  nominally  quoted.  Futures  have 
been  inactive,  sales  including  :March  at  61s.  6d.,  INIav  at 
62.?.  6d. 

Soda  Nitrate  has  advanced  l|r/.  to  2d.  per  cwt.,  ordin- 
ary offering  at  lis.  O^d.  and  refined  at  lis.  2\d.  ;  Liver- 
pool IS  quote<l  10s.  lO^d.  and  lis. 

Storax.— Guaranteed  pure  liquid  is  quoted  in  casks  at 
73s.  and  in  tins  in  cases  at  75s.  per  cwt.  c.  and  f. 

Taraxacum  is  firm,  with  foreign  offering  at  39s.  per  cwt 
c.i.f.  and  English  at  38s. 

Turpentine  has  been  irregular,  but  closed  dearer  on 
Wednesday  afternoon  at  35s.  1-^fZ.  for  spot  ^Vmerican. 

W.uioo  Bark  of  Eoot.— Our  New  York  drug  contem- 
poraries report  a  decided  decline  in  prices  owing  to  more 
liberal  offerings;  on  the  spot  business  has  been  done  at 
Is.  l^d.  net. 

W.\x  (Carnauba).— For  waxy  grey  in  quantity  155s.  per 
cwt  has  been  paid  for  arrival,  and  157s.  6d.  on  the  spot; 
chalky  grey  is  easier  at  147s.  6d..  and  for  fine  yellow  up  to 
200s.  has  been  paid. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

Business  in  the  heavy-chemical  market  has  been  very 
satisfactorv,  when  one  considers  how  the  market  has  bee'n 
upset  by  the  coal  strike.    Some  works  manage  to  continue 

s  onLd'^Tl"  •  "■'V'^  °*''^'«  '''^  partially  or  whollv 

stopped.  Ihen,  again,  business  is  made  increasinglv  diffi- 
cult owing  to  the  inability  of  the  railway  companies  to 
guarantee  acceptance  of  traffic  or  its  through  delivery.  Ship- 


ments  are  keeping  up  well,  and  inquiries  on  forward  account, 
are  satisfactorj'.  Values  are  on  the  steady  side  and  main- 
tained. 

Alkali  Produce.— A  firm  tone  is  apparent  owing  to  deple- 
tion of  stocks,  while  there  is  a  good  inquiry  both  for  main 
and  miscellaneous  products.  Bleaching-powder,  4^.  15s.  to  bl. 
per  ton  for  softwood  cask  on  rails.  Contract  basis  Al.  2s.  bd. 
to  4/.  7s.  6<Z.  Caustic  soda  unchanged,  76  to  77  \>qt  cent., 
m.  Is.  6d.;  70  per  cent.,  9/.  12s.  6(2.;  and  60  per  cent., 
8/.  12s.  6d.,  with  export  figures  7s.  td.  per  ton  less.  Ammonia, 
alkali,  58  per  cent.,  remains  at  Al.  to  4^.  5s.  per  ton  in  bags 
on  rails,  and  Al.  15s.  in  casks  f.o.b.  Liverpool.  As  regards 
tlio  reduction  in  price  from  July  1  next,  there  is  as  yet  no- 
authoritative  information.  Soda  crystals,  21.  2s.  hd.  to 
21.  5s.  per  ton  in  bags  on  rails.  Bicarbonate  of  soda,  5^.  to. 
5^  15s.  per  ton,  according  to  packages,  etc.  Saltcake  quiet 
at  42s.  6(Z.  Chlorates  of  potash  and  soda  quiet  at  5^d.  to  3|(i. 
per  lb.  Yellow  prussiates  continue  steady  at  ^d.  to  4^d.  for 
potash  and  3d.  to  3gcZ.  for  soda.  Hyposulphite  of  soda  keeps- 
on  the  quiet  side.  Ordinary  crystals  in  casks  vary  from 
Al.  12s.  bd.  to  5^.,  according  to  make.  Deliveries  in  1-cwt. 
kegs  5^.  7s.  bd.  to  11.  15s.  per  ton,  according  to  quality  and 
quantitv.  Silicates  of  soda  are  steady;  140°  1\v.,  Al.  7s.  bd. 
to  A/.  17s.  bd. ;  100°  Tw.,  3?.  17s.  bd.  to  4/.  7s.  bd. ;  and  75° 
Tw.,  3/.  10s.  to  Al.,  according  to  quality,  quantity,  and 
destination. 

Barium  Compounds  continue  in  fair  all-round  request,  and! 
rule  steady  at  practically  unaltered  rates.  Blanc  fixe,  pure- 
precipifcated  barium  sulphate,  in  paste-form,  61.  10s.  to- 
61.  15.S.  per  ton,  in  usual  8  to  9  cwt.  casks.  Mineral  sulphate- 
of  barytes,  35s.  to  90s.  per  ton,  according  to  quality,  quan- 
tity, and  package.  Chloride  of  barium  crystals,  5^.  12s.  bd. 
to  bl.  per  ton,  in  8  to  10  cwt.  casks.  Precipitated  barium- 
carbonate,  5/.  2s.  bd.  to  6?.  per  ton,  in  2-cwt.  bags.  Crude- 
calcined  barium  sulphide,  70  to  75  per  cent.  BaS.,  5^.  to- 
5^.  10s.  per  ton,  in  ordinary  5  to  6  cwt.  casks.  Hydrate- 
barium  crystals,  121.  5s.  to  13^.  5s-  Fused  concentrated  pro- 
duct, 56  to  60  per  cent.  BaO,  solid,  in  6  to  7  cwt.  drums,. 
13?.  10s.  to  13/.  15s.  per  ton ;  and  crushed,  in  3  to  4  c^vt. 
special  drums,  14/.  15s.  to  15Z.  per  ton. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  quiet,  with  present  nearest  values 
as  follows :  Beckton,  prompt,  25  per  cent,  aminonia  guaran- 
teed, 14/.  ;  London  terms,  13/.  12s.  bd. ;  Leith,  14/.  10s. ; 
Liverpool.  14/.  8s.  9d.  to  14/.  10s. ;  and  Hull,  14/.  6s.  5d.  to- 
14/.  7s.  bd. 

Manchester  Chemical  Market. 

March  12. 

Bleaching-works  and  cotton-mills  continue  fairly  well 
employed  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Manchester, 
but  in  some  parts  of  Lancashire  business  is  at  a  standstill 
owing  to  the  coal  strike.  Even  where  deliveries  are  oft'ered 
from  chemical-works  they  are  often  refused  by  the  railway 
companies.  Glycerin  continues  easy,  and  favours  buvers. 
Good  English  soap,  crude,  80  per  cent.,  is  now  quoted  at 
40/.  without  attracting  attention,  while  the  price  in  Mar- 
seilles is  fractionally  less.  Distilled  has  declined  consider- 
ably; s.g.  1.260  B.P.  varies  from  85s.  to  95s..  and  commercial 
half-white  can  be  bought  at  68s.  per  cwt..  all  carriage  paid 
United  Kingdom,  less  2i  per  cent.  ;  specially  favourable 
terms  are  quoted  for  large  quantities.  Caustic  potash  is- 
dull;  electrolytic  liquid,  50°  Be,  lis.  id.  to  12s.  f.o.r.  Goole; 
special  prices  can  also  be  quoted.  Carbonate  of  potash  is- 
quiet  but  unchanged.  German,  90  to  92  per  cent.,  is  16/.  10s. 
to  16/.  15s.  c.i.f.  U.K.  ports:  Russian.  90  to  92  per  cent, 
15/.  10s.  at  Hull,  15/.  17s.  bd.  at  Liverpool,  and  16/.  5s. 
f.o.r.  Manchester,  ready  on  spot,  all  net  cash.  In  farina, 
although  there  is  little  speculative  inquiry  on  'Change,  the 
consumptive  demand  is  quite  good,  and  top  prices  are  being 
paid  without  demur.  Users  have  evidently  become  resigned 
to  the  high  level  of  values,  and  relief  can  hardly  come  before- 
the  new  crop  arrives  in  November  next.  One  or  two  weak 
holders  unloaded  during  the  w-eek  at  low  prices,  to  the- 
great  delight  of  needy  buyers.  Superior  German  on  the- 
spot  IS  18s.  to  18s.  bd. ;  March-May  18s.  3rf.  to  18s.  M.,  ex 
store  Manchester;  superior  Dutch,  15s.  bd.  to  16s.  f.o.r. 
Goole— all  net  cash.  Spermaceti  wax  is  cheap,  best  refined,' 
prompt  and  forward  delivery,  offering  at  lid.  to  ll^d.  per 
lb.,  delivered  Lancashire,  less  2^  per  cent.,  in  cases  la 
Italian  green  olive-oil  soap  shipping  pnces  are  declining, 
and  .0  to  58  per  cent,  in  bars  can  be  bought  at  21s.  6f7  c  i  f 
Hull-Liverpool,  net  cash.  Stocks  are  not  plentiful,  however, 
and  20s.  bd.  ex  store  Liverpool  represents  the  value  of  the- 
above  quality.  American  cottonseed-soap  is  easy  No  1 
pale,  65  to  68  per  cent.,  is  lis.  9f/.  to  12s.  ex  quay  Liverpool, 
and  shipment  to  August  11-s.  li^d.  to  lis.  9fZ.  c.i.f.  Liverpool- 
Manchester,  net  cash.  Greases  are  dull;  brown  bone  is- 
25s.  bd  to  26s.  bd.,  white  bone  27s.  bd.  to  28s.  bd..  marrowfat; 
^8s  6rf.  to  30s.,  brown  skin  26s.  bd.  to  27s.,  white  skin  32s. 
to  33s.  all  at  makers'  works  or  landing  port,  less  2i  per 
cent.  Castor  oil  remains  in  poor  request,  and  prices  have 
fallen  again  for  all  positions;  seed  is  also  slightly  weaker. 
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but  has  not  given  way  to  the  extent  of  the  decline  in  oil. 
English,  first  pressing,  prompt  and  forward,  is  27/.  f.o.r. 
Hull,  less  2i  per  cent.,  barrels  free;  French,  first  pressing, 
29/.,  seconds  211.  15s.,  f.o.b.  Marseilles,  less  I5  per  cent., 
barrels  included.  Indian,  good  seconds  Calcutta,  in  cases, 
SfcZ.  to  5id.  per  lb.,  ex  quay  store,  Liverpool,  less  2^  per 
cent.  Coal-tar  products  are  quiet  all  round.  Sulphate  of 
ammonia  is  14/.  3s.  9d.  to  14/.  i5s.  per  ton  f.o.r.  Manchester. 

February  Chemical  Exports. 

The  February  Board  of  Trade  Returns,  briefly  referred 
to  in  our  last  issue,  show  that  business  in  chemicals  and 
allied  pixxlucts  was  well  maintained,  the  increase  being 
133,723/.  over  1911  and  356,824/.  over  1910,  so  far  as  British 
exports  were  concerned.  Urugs  and  medicinal  preparations 
increased  from  160, 2/y/.  to  182,061/. ;  and  for  the  two  months 
the  amount  is  374,681/.,  or  67,947/.  more  than  in  1911. 
Quinine  enjoyed  a  larger  consumption,  the  P'ebruary  ex- 
ports for  the  past  three  years  being  :  1910,  137,567  oz.  ;  1911, 
92,733  oz. ;  1912,  166,24o  oz.  ;  while  the  re-exports  of  the 
drug  have  been :  1910,  12,000  oz.  ;  1911,  4,6iD  oz. ;  1912, 
7,808  oz.  Glycerin  (especially  distilled)  shows  a  big  decline — 
from  14,707  cwt.  in  J^'ebruary  1911  to  b,281  cwt,  in  February 
1912— while  crude  declined  from  9,849  cwt.  to  7,228  cwt. ; 
of  copper  sulphate  13,944  tons  was  exported,  or  3,677  tons 
more.  Bleaching-powder  shipments  were  stationary  at 
86,711  cwt.,  and  in  coal-products,  not  dyes,  the  values  rose 
from  140,092/.  to  196,646/.  Potash  chroniate  and  bichromate, 
which  are  now  separately  distinguished,  show  exports  of 
5,069  cwt.,  and  of  British  jarepared  saltpetre  the  exports 
were  2,553  cwt.,  or  1,294  cwt.  less  than  in  1911.  Soda  com- 
pounds showed  less  activity,  shipments  declining  from 
493,620  cwt.  to  479,316  cwt.  Caustic  soda  showed  the  largest 
falling  off,  from  130,239  cwt.  to  120,700  cwt.,  soda  bicarbonate 
from  38,413  cwt.  to  32,526  cwt.,  soda  sulphate  from  71,25b 
cwt.  to  63,605  cwt.,  but  soda  crystals  rose  from  11,912  cwt. 
to  17,826  cwt.  Altogether  the  chemical  figures  are  not  so 
good  as  those  of  January;  but  allowance  must  be  made  for 
the  oott/on-trade  troubles,  and  this  month  the  coal  strike  will 
have  to  be  reckoned  with. 

Otto  of  Rose. 

The  following  report  has  been  received  by  the  London 
agent  of  a  well-known  Constantinople  shipper:  '"Our  ex- 
pectations, expressed  in  February,  as  to  the  jjrobable  develop- 
ments in  the  otto  of  rose  producing  districts  are  already 
being  fulfilled,  and  the  conditions  now  ruling  are  there- 
fore in  no  wise  surprising  to  us.  Not  for  a  number  of  years 
have  gi'owers  or  distillers  of  otto  of  roses  enjoyed  such  re- 
turns as  in  1911.  Many  of  them  are  consequently  showing 
much  increased  interest  in  the  oil,  and  whereas  at  one  time 
the  Bulgarian  peasants  dug  up,  destroyed,  or  sold  their 
rose-gardens,  owing  to  the  poor  prices  realised  for  their 
produce,  so  now,  on  the  other  hand,  do  they  seem  to  be 
going  to  the  other  extreme  in  hastily  planting  all  available 
land  with  rose-trees,  in  the  hope  of  having  a  share  of  the 

f)rofits  the  altered  conditions  appear  to  promise.  Quite 
arge  tracts  of  land  have  been  bought  or  leased  and  planted 
out  with  cuttings  taken  from  the  rose-trees  on  the  old 
fields.  This  seems  to  have  been  done  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  seriously  impair  the  vitality  of  the  old  trees,  so 
that  it  is  feared  these  may  not  give  more  than  half  of 
an  average  yield  this  season,  although  they  may  recover 
by  next  year.  The  young  cuttings  can  at  best  give  no 
appreciable  quantity  of  roses  for  distilling  for  two  to  three 
years,  when,  indeed,  the  total  crops  may  be  very  large.  For 
the  present,  however,  the  bearings  of  the  new  fields  may  be 
left  out  of  account,  and  we  do  not  look  for  more  than 
a  half  of  last  year's  crop.  This  is  certainly  the  case  in 
Anatolia  where  high  prices  are  already  being  paid  ahead 
for  the  coming  crops,  distillers  being  very  anxious  about 
their  annual  supply  of  roses.  Our  reports  from  Bulgaria  are 
not  so  exhaustive,  but  we  do  know  that  high  prices  are 
already  being  paid  there,  too,  for  forward  contracts.  It 
behoves  us,  therefore,  to  be  very  careful  in  quoting  prices 
for  actual  holdings." 

Citric  Materials. 

A  Palermo  report  states  that  the  exports  of  citrate  of 
lime  during  the  last  season  were  about  7,500  tons,  against  a 
production  of  4,500  tons.  The  excess  of  3,000  tons  was  from 
old  stock  carried  over  from  former  years,  which  is  now 
reduced  to  2.500  tons.  This  year's  production  will  not  be 
larger  than  the  previous  year.  Lemons  are  very  dear,  and 
if  the  Camera  Agrumaria  does  not  increase  the  selling-price 
of  citrate  the  production  will  become  even  more  limited. 
As  the  actual  price  for  lemon  oil  is  high  and  remunerative, 
makers  are  able  to  produce  citrate  of  lime.  If  this  were  not 
so,  nobody  would  see  his  way  clear  to  manufacture  citrate 
at  the  price  at  which  the  Camera  Agrumaria  continues 
selling,  as  it  is  below  the  cost  of  production.  The  lemon-trees 
in  the  Messina  district  were  attacked  by  a  new  disease, 


called  the  "  Bianca-rossa,"  which  destroys  any  tree  in  one  or 
two  years.  Many  plantations  at  Messina  have  been  totally 
wasted  from  one  year  to  another.  It  would  be  a  sad  mis- 
fortune for  Sicily  if  this  malady  extended,  as  it  is  at  least 
twenty  years  before  a  tree  bears  an  average  amount  of 
fruit.  The  production  of  concentrated  lemon-juice  is  very 
poor.  During  the  last  season  hardly  300  pipes  were  pro- 
duced, and  for  this  year  the  outturn  is  not  expected  to  be 
any  larger.  The  Camera's  quotation  for  citrate  of  lime  is 
19/.  16s.  per  305  kilos,  f.o.b.,  and  concentrated  lemon-juice 
26/.  10s.  per  pipe  of  130  gals,  f.oi.b.,  usual  oonditions. 
basis  64  per  cent,  citric  acid;  analysis  by  Ogston  or  Tesche- 
macher,  at  Camera's  option. 


London  Drug  Statistics. 


The  following  statistics  are  compiled  from  information  sup- 
plied by  public  warehouses.  They  relate  to  the  receipts  and 
deliveries  of  some  cf  tho  leading  drugs  from  and  into  the 
London  public  warehouses  for  the  month  of  February,  and 
to  the  stocks  on  February  29 : 


February 

Stocks 

1912 

Landed 

Delivd. 

1912 

1911 

Imprtd. 

Delivd. 

32 

142 

1,C51 

1,217 

95 

353 

 gourds 

— 

1,092 

1,067 

— 

— 

— 

1 

73 

7 

— 

2 

915 

848 

2.568 

4.557 

2,231 

2.232 

— 

16 

233 

389 

20 

36 

305 

245 

1,246 

95 

315 

391  i 

715 

727 

471 

741 

106 

182 

Cardamoms    ...  ,, 

55 

288 

503 

678 

223 

624 

Cascara  sagrada  tons 

10 

21 

269 

362 

21 

24 

739 

741 

4.188 

4.748 

1,122 

S70 

66 

e8 

377 

270 

116 

83 

1 

12 

151 

225 

1 

19 

Dragon's-blood  pkgs. 

26 

13 

146 

196 

56 

36 

687 

314 

2,225 

1,532 

926 

639 

Gums — 

17 

14 

Ammoniacum  ,, 

14 

7 

4 

123 

59 

472 

n\ 

178 

147 

243 

1,158 

5,094 

7,3u7 

2,045 

1,932 

44 

400 

843 

695 

680 

506 

Benzoin  

363 

119 

441 

572 

380 

235 

Copal   „ 

2,731 

4.132 

22,273 

22  866 

5,768 

7,330 

Datnar   ,, 

662 

464 

5.646 

5.477 

2,156 

1,348 

Gamhoge   ,, 

5 

9 

It  5 

119 

19 

51 

Guaiacum  , 

19 

4 

49 

34 

19 

8 

132 

68 

447 

300 

223 

155 

1 

5 

15 

40 

1 

7 

17 

22 

3 

Myrrh,  E.I  

158 

43 

489 

432 

170 

99 

Olibanum   ,, 

3U 

20 

62i 

270 

30 

45 

24 

132 

361 

1,238 

93 

342 

Tragacanth....  ,, 

2,663 

763 

4,981 

3,391 

3,616 

1,9:5 

Ipecacuanha- 

31 

53 

12 

Cartagena  ...  ,, 

4 

4 

B.I.  (Johore)..  „ 

14 

53 

20 

Matto  Grosso  ,, 

4 

13 

33 

54 

12 

25 

6 

17 

^5 

20 

11 

25 

11 

61 

69 

14 

Nu.x  vomica. ...pkgs. 

48  ; 

135 

160 

49 

33 

Oils— 

20 

23 

22 

42 

31 

£6 

♦Cassia   ,, 

37 

33 

1C5 

ir? 

224 

102 

248 

238 

148 

40 

614 

485 

410 

80 

298 

158 

1,636 

i.m 

444 

3£3 

7 

5J 

20 

14,824 

5,430 

247,560 

238  655 

35.724 

10,529 

£8 

£2 

337 

542 

132 

91 

Sarsaparilla  bis. 

77 

88 

240 

365 

123 

107 

184 

453 

1,781 

2,6£6 

449 

991 

3,861 

4,085 

99,777 

S6,08a 

7,299 

8,010 

21 

30 

312 

242 

43 

63 

Wa.'c— 

290 

1,543 

1,700 

1,959 

955 

1,295 

Vegetable  ...  ,, 

30 

55 

471 

741 

106 

182 

•  stocks  of  essential  oils  at  Smith's  Wharf  and  Brewer's  Quay 
are  not  included. 


Bolivian  Bismuth. — The  output  of  bismuth  metal  in  the 
Bolivian  mines  during  1910  amounted  to  134  tons,  against 
139  tons  in  1909. 

Raphael's,  Ltd.,  have  removed  their  Paris  house  from  8  bis 
Rue  Martel  to  larger  premises  at  46  Rue  d©  Paradis.  The 
London  C-ounty  Council  have  recently  placed  a  big  order  for 
rules  and  set-squares  with  them  at  Hatton  Garden,  London, 
E.C. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

All  communications  must  be  accompanied  by  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  otherwise  they  cannot  be  dealt  with. 

Queries  by  subscribers  on  dispensing,  legal,  and  miscellaneous 
subjects  connected  with  the  business  are  replied  to  in  these 
columns  if  they  are  considered  to  be  of  general  interest. 

I-etters  submitted  for  publication  (if  suitable)  should  be  written 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Their  publication  in  "  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist "  does  not  imply  Editorial  agreement 
with  the  opinions  expressed. 


"Women  and  the  Dictionary  of  Applied  Chemistry. 

Sir, — I  beg  to  thank  your  contributor  for  tlie  appre- 
ciative notice  of  the  First  "\'olume  of  the  New  Edition  of 
the  Dictionary  of  Applied  Chemistry,  and  for  the  interest- 
ing account  of  the  historical  genesis  of  the  work  which 
appears  in  your  last  issue,  ilay  I,  however,  point  out  that 
^liss  Beatrice  Thomas  is  not  the  only  "  woman  in  the 
three  centuries  to  have  her  name  associated  with  the  suc- 
cessive works"  ?  Following  immediately  after  the  name  of 
Miss  Thomas  in  the  list  of  contributors  is  that  of  Dr. 
^lartha.  A.  Whiteley,  the  authoress  of  a  number  of  excel- 
lent articles  on  naturally  occurring  amino  acids  and  corre- 
lated compounds.  I  also  wish  to  state  that  Mrs.  A.  H. 
Green,  of  O.xford,  contributed  the  article  "Tea"  to  the 
firet  edition  of  the  work.  Yours  very  truly. 

'T.  E.  Thorpe. 

Imperial  College  of  Science  and  Technology, 
London,  S.W. 

Sir. — You  will,  I  am  sure,  forgive  my  making  a  small 
addition  to  your  excellent  historical  note  on  the  beginnings 
of  the  new  "Dictionary  of  Applied  Chemistry."  William 
Nicholson  says  in  his  Dictionary  that  the  inspiration  came 
from  his  publisher ;  but  his  references  in  the  preface, 
as  well  as  the  character  of  his  work,  unmistakably  in-li- 
cate  that  the  inspiration  really  lay  in  Macc^uer's  "  Diction- 
naire  de  Chimie,"  of  which  aii  English  translation  by  Keir 
first  appeared  in  1771.  When  Andrew  Ure  came  to'  work 
over  Nicholson's  material  as  found  in  the  edition  of  1808, 
he  speaks  of  "a  large  proportion  of  the  articles  "  which 
"had  been  evidently  copied,  with  scarcely  any  altera- 
tion, through  Nicliolson's  quarto  Dictionary,  from 
Macquer  and  Newmann,  back.  I  believe,  to  the  era  of 
Stahl,  Becher,  and  Agricola."  Instead,  therefore,  of 
dating  the  beginnings  of  Ure's  Dictionary  in  1795,  we 
may  safely  go  back  to  the  year  1766,  in  which  Macquer's 
compilation  first  saw  the  light  (I  may  say  that  I  saw  a 
copy  of  this  issue  in  the  Chemistry  [Historical]  Section 
of  the  Paris  Exposition  of  1900)  ;  the  second,  in  two 
volumes,  appeared  in  1778,  and  the  third,  in  five  volumes, 
in  1789.  Two  English  translations  were  published — the 
first,  as  stated  above,  in  1771.  and  the  second,  in  three 
volumes.  1777-79.  Keir  seems  to  have  been  very  helpful 
in  the  notes  w-hich  he  added  to  his  translation,  and 
Macquer  freely  acknowledged  his  help  and  that  of  his 
German  translator,  Poerner.  It  is  pleasant  to  find  that 
such  a  typically  national  work  as  "  Thorpe's  Dictionary" 
traces  its  descent  from  the  triple  alliance  in  chemistry"  of 
France,  Gferniany,  and  Great  Britain. 

Yours  faithfullv, 
Manchester.  [March  12.  Willi.\m  Kirkby. 

Adulterated  Santonin. 
Sir.— I  should  be  obliged  if  yon  would  kindly  call  the 
attention  of  your  readers  to  the  fact  that  there"  is  at  the 
present  time  on  the  London  market  santonin  adulterated 
with  20  to  25  per  cent,  of  acetanilide.  A  more  dastardly 
fraud  I  have  not  met  with  in  the  drug-trade,  and  all  buyers 
of  santonin  should  at  once  most  critically  examine  their 
stocks.  The  presence  of  acetanilide  can.  of  course,  be 
determined  by  the  melting-point,  the  mixture  of  the  two 
bodies  melting  over  a  very  wide  range,  and  also  by  the 
fact  that  the  acetanilide  is  comparatively  soluble  in  hot 


water,  from  which  it  crj'stallises  on  cooling.    In  the  case 
of  the  particular  supply  which  has  come  under  my  observa- 
tion I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  that  the  adulteration 
was  made  in  Hamburg.         I  am.  faithfully  yours, 
Southwark,  S.E,  Johx  C.  Umney. 

Why  Chemists  should  Subscribe. 

Sir, — The  appeal  which  Mr,  Woolcock  makes  for  funds 
for  the  work  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee 
on  Insurance  should  meet  with  a  ready  and  widespread 
response.  The  work  of  the  committee  is  of  immediate  and 
vital  importance  to  the  craft,  and  as  a  matter  of  honour 
every  pharmacist  should  contribute ;  each  one  will  reap 
the  benefit  of  the  work,  therefore  each  should  bear  a  share 
of  its  burden.  A  subscription  of  2.?,  6rf.  from  each  shop 
would  not  be  missed  by  the  subscriber,  and  would  provide 
ample  funds  for  the  purpose.  Let  each  man  respond  at 
once,  so  that  the  committee  may  not  be  hampered  for 
lack  of  funds.  Yours  truly, 

Nottingham.  Willi.wi  Gill. 

"  Square  "  Old  Boys. 

Sir, — At  the  dinner  which  followed  the  annual  football 
match  between  the  past  and  present  studente  of  the 
School  of  Pharmacy  on  Saturday  last  the  suggestion  pre- 
viously made,  that  an  "  Old  Boys'  "  Association  should  be 
formed,  took  definite  shape  by  the  appointment  of  a  Pro- 
visional Committee  to  forward  the  proposal.  As  Hon. 
Secretary  of  this  committee.  I  appeal  to  all  old  "  Square  " 
men  to  give  the  movement  their  hearty  support  and  to  let 
me  have  a  note  of  any  suggestions  or  criticisms,  so  that 
we  may  be  enabled  to  present  some  definite  scheme  for  the 
consideration  of  the  mass-meeting  of  past  students  of  the 
School,  -which  it  is  proposed  shall  be  held  in  about  four 
weeks'  time,  and  of  which  full  notice  will  be  given  shortly. 

Yours  sincerely, 

2  Chisholm  Road,  East  Croydon.       Harry  M,\rtix. 

A  Protest. 

Sir, — Our  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a'  report  in  a 
largely  circulated  daily  newspaper  of  March  8,  with  the 
sensational  heading  : 

"POISON  IN  PATENT  MEDICINES. 

Analyst's  disquieting  and  remarkable  evidence   as  to 
the  presence  of  poison  in  patent  medicines." 

It  gave  an  account  of  an  inquest  w^hich  was  held  in  the 
City  Coroner's  Court  on  the  body  of  a  lawyer's  clerk 
who  died  in  the  hospital,  and  the  analyst,  Dr.  Womack, 
deposed  that  he  died  from  opium,  mentioning  that  several 
patent  medicines  contain  drugs  enough  to  cause  death. 
The  Coroner  asked,  "  Then  many  children  may  die  as 
the  result  of  being  given  these  medicines,  and  nobody  be 
the  wiser?"  and  the  doctor  replied,  "Oh,  yes."  Now, 
sir,  we  consider  the  statements  made  by  the  newspaper, 
the  coroner,  and  the  doctor  are  gross  libels  upon  vendors 
of  recognised  patent  medicines,  and  we  think  that  some 
public  action  should  be  taken  in  the  matter,  as  in  view  of 
the  crusade  of  Mr.  A.  Lynch,  M.P.,  the  Irishman  who 
fought  with  the  Boers  against  this  country,  these  libels  are 
playing  to  the  medical  gallery.  We  venture  to  say  that 
not  one  patent  medicine  contains  a  scheduled  poison 
without  that  fact  being  declared  according  to  law,  and 
its  sale,  therefore,  hemmed  in  by  most  stringent  regula- 
tions. In  justice  to  the  proprietors  of  patent  medicines 
we  call  upon  Dr.  Womack  and  the  City  Coroner  to  give 
the  names  of  these  patent  medicines  that  kill  so  many,  so 
that  the  authorities  can  take  the  matter  up  and  stop  their 
sale ;  and  if  these  gentlemen  decline  to  do  this,  then  we 
think  the  proprietors  of  patent  medicines  should  take  some 
combined  action  to  bring  them  to  book  for  their  ex  paite 
libels.  Furthermore,  in  studying  the  carefully  compiled 
reports  in  The  Chemi.st  and  Druggist  as  to  each  week's 
poisonings,  we  have  not  for  years  past  seen  any  account 
of  poisonings  by  a  recognised  patent  medicine:  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  we  have  noticed  many  cases  where  deaths 
have  occurred  through  the  indiscriminate  sale  of  scheduled 
poisons  by  chemists  and  others,  and,  what  is  more,  scores 
of  cases  where  deaths  have  taken  place  under  medically 
applied  anaesthetics.    We  trust  that  the  proprietors  of 
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patent  medicines  -will  note  this,  and  take  steps  for  com- 
bined action  to  refute  these  libellous  statements. 
Yours  obediently, 

The  Bailey  Manufacturing  Co. 
43  New  Oxford  Street,  W.C. 

Shops  Act. 

Sir, — Supposing  chemists  in  a  certain  town  agree  not 
to  close  their  shops,  can  business  be  conducted  as  at 
present,  selling  anything  and  everything  asked  for,  pro- 
vided, of  course,  that  each  assistant  gets  his  half-holiday 
each  week  ?  Again,  supposing  they  agree  to  close,  and 
the  local  authorities  enforce  the  Act,  must  the  door  be 
kept  closed  ?  and  how  would  this  affect  chemists  v/ho  have 
no  side-doors  to  their  establishments?  If  I  understand 
the  reading  of  the  Act,  closed  shop  means  closed  door, 
but  not  necessarily  closed  side-door  or  private  door,  and 
establishments  having  side-doors  which  the  public  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  using  on  holidays  and  Sundays  would 
have  a  great  advantage  over  firms  who  have  no  side- 
entrances.  Of  course,  if  closed  shop  means  drawn  blinds, 
with  wire  gate  half  open,  as  chemists  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  doing  on  holidays,  it  is  all  right,  but  to  my  mind 
it  raises  a  very  naughty  question. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Belfast.  Horatio  Todd. 

[See  the  article  "  Closing  Chemists'  Shops  "  in  the  C.  <£■  D., 
February  24,  index  folio  296.— Editor,  C.  <£■ 

Poor-law  Officers  and  the  Insurance  Act. 

Sir, — At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  London  Branch  of  the 
National  Poor-law  Officers'  Association  the  President, 
in  addressing  the  meeting,  argued  that  Poor-law  officials, 
indoor  officials  especially,  are  much  better  off  under  the 
present  conditions  than  they  will  be  under  the  National 
Insurance  Act,  and  that  they  already  have  medical  attend- 
ance and  medicines  supplied  as  a  matter  of  right.  I  ques- 
tioned the  statement,  and  established  the  fact  that  the  dis- 
penser's contract  had  a  bearing  on  the  matter.  The 
President  replied  that  he  referred  to  those  cases  where  the 
medical  officer  does  his  own  dispensing.  I  do  not  think 
this  condition  applies  in  London.  Dispensers  dispense 
these  prescriptions  in  almost  all  instances,  and,  but  for  the 
fact  that  it  is  known  by  the  doctor  and  patient  to  be 
without  sanction,  this  work  would  occupy  as  much,  or  more, 
of  the  dispenser's  time  and  attention  than  the  legitimate 
work  for  which  he  was  engaged.  This,  because  "fancy," 
"  more  elegant,"  and  troublesome  prescriptions  are  pre- 
scribed for  the  officials  than  the  usual  dispensing  formulse, 
and  because  they  expect  extra  and  immediate  attention. 
The  doctor  gives  prescriptions  on  the  assumption  that  his 
unwanted  clients  pay  for  the  medicines,  presumably,  at  a 
chemist's.  The  reason  why  doctors  prescribe  and  dis- 
pensers dispense  these  particular  prescriptions  I  will  not 
enter  into,  but  it  is  creditable  to  neither  and  based  on 
fear,  although  I  have  heard  it  described  as  "policy." 
Dispensers  are  not  fond  of  the  extra  work,  for  which  they 
should  justly  be  paid,  and,  as  this  matter  has  now  a 
bearing  on  the  Insurance  Act,  respecting  the  formation  of 
approved  societies,  a  definite  ruling  in  regard  to  it  would 
be  welcome,  and  concerted  action  could  be  taken. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  F.  DuNSTAN,  Pharmacist,  Southwark  Union  North. 
Apothecaries'  Assistants. 

Sir, — I  was  pleased  to  see  .a.  letter  from  "  Fair  Play  " 
in  your  issue  of  March  2.  Tliere  is  one  suggestion  I  should 
like  to  make,  and,  in  fact,  think  only  fair;  that  is  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  should  act  on  the  clause  in  the 
1908  Act  for  the  registration  of  apothecaries'  assistants. 
I  take  it  it  was  granted  on  that  understanding.  A  great 
many  of  the  lassistants  have  vserveid  their  time  (five  years 
in  my  own  case)  to  a  chemist  as  an  apprentice,  and  cost 
their  relatives  from  80?.  to  100?.,  and  have  not  wished 
to  continue  in  the  trade,  but  take  up  dispensing  exclusively. 
Now,  after  having  paid  the  examination-fees  to  the 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  what  are  they  to  do  for  a  living  if  the 
doctors  do  away  with  their  own  dispensers  ?  I  think 
myself  they  would  be  of  great  service  to  an  ordinary 
chemist,  especially  those  who  have  had  club  and  public 
institution  experience  ;  they  would  save  time  and  expense, 
but  where  will  you  find  a  chemist  who  will  employ  them? 

Liverpool.  Another  Fair  Play.  (105/33.) 


Subscribers*  Symposium. 

For  questions,  answers,  incidents,  and  interchangre  of  opinions 
among:  "  C.  &  D."  readers. 


Corn-cutiinr;. 

Would  any  reader  of  the  C.  &  D.  suggest  an  effectual 
means  to  deaden  sensitiveness  of  toe  before  extracting  pain- 
ful corn.— J.  Sufferer  (107/2). 

Confectionery  and  the  Shops  Act. 
In  TOUT  reply  to  "  Velox  "  in  last  week's  C.  i£-  D.  you 
state  that  confectionery  is  not  an  exempted  business  under 
the  Shops  Act,  1911.  Might  I  refer  you  to  the  second 
schedule  and  the  fifth  list  of  trades  exempted  from  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Act  as  to  the  weekly  half-holiday? — R.  Ander- 
son (Sunderland). 

[We  thank  Mr.  Anderson  for  pointing  out  the  slip.  Th& 
schedule  entry  is : 

'■  The  sale  of  meat,  fish,  milk,  cream,  bread,  confec- 
tionery, fruit,  vegetables,  flowers,  and  other  articles  of  a 
perishable  nature."] 

A  Green  Carboy  Colour. 
While  experimenting  some  time  ago  to  produce  carboy 
colours  I  obtained  a  lovely  emerald  green.    I  have  had  a 
10-gal.  carboy  filled  with  it  for  two  years,  and  it  seems- 
quite  permanent. 

Solution  of  ferrous  sulphate  (5  grains 

to  1  oz.)   26|  oz. 

Solution   of    potassium  bichromate 

(5  grains  to  2  oz.)    ...    13   oz.  1  dr.  20in. 

Solution  of   potassium  ferricyanide 

(5  grains  to  2  oz.)    5    dr.  20in.. 

Dilute  hydrochloric  acid    1   oz.  5  dr.  20ni.. 

Distilled  water   1  gal. 

M.S.A. 

S.  Stone  (Watford). 
Minimum  Wage  for  Managers. 
Minimum  (105/52),  writing  in  regard  to  better  union  among 
chemists,  says:  "  Some,  through  no  fault  of  their  own  pro- 
bably, and  ia  some  cases  unwillingly,  are  employed  by 
companies,  and  oould  just  as  easily  get  300?.  instead  of 
150i.  per  annum.  Speaking  as  one  of  them,  I  say  the  com- 
panies cannot  do  without  us.  Why  not  combine  and  have 
a  minimum  wage  as  remuneration  for  our  services  ?  Why 
don't  the  various  chemists'  associations  acknowledge  these  less- 
fortunate  brothers,  instead  of  making  the  gulf  wider  by 
blackballing  even  a  M.P.S.  who  aspires  to  membership? 
Let  us  combine ;  the  name  of  every  man  on  the  Register  to- 
be  embraced  inside  this  union  for  mutual  benefit.  If  such 
a  combination  could  be  attained,  not  only  should  we  be  able 
to  command  a  better  share  of  the  benefits  at  present  received 
hy  the  unqualified,  but  that  class  of  concern  detrimental 
to  the  proper  status  of  pharmacy  would  be  eliminated." 
A'p'preciations. 

"  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  beyond  praise.  I  would 
not  be  without  it  if  I  had  to  pay  ten  guineas  a  year." 
(382/9.) 

A  Pharmacist  (90/17).  whose  portrait  recently  appeared  in 
the  C.  <i-  D.,  writes:  "The  publication  of  my  photograph 
has  brought  me  several  congratulatory  letters  from  old 
friends  I  have  not  seen  for  a  very  long  time.  It  proves  how 
widely  your  valuable  paper  is  circulated." 

A  Subscriber  in  Sashatchctcan  (143/16).  writing  under  data 
of  January  16,  says:  "  Herewith  10-?.  for  the  current 
year's  subscription  to  the  C.  &  D.  Keep  on  sending  it  until 
1  tell  you  to  stop.  The  value  of  your  journal  to^  those  who, 
like  myself,  live  on  the  outskirts  of  civilisation,  is  not  to  bo- 
expressed  in  tei^ms  of  words." 

Legal  Queries. 

Consult  "The  Chemists'  and  Drugrgrists'  Diary,"  1912,  pp.  43s  to  454, 
where  most  le8:al  difficulties  are  anticipated,  before  writing 
about  your  difficulty. 


P.  B.  (101/12).— See  reply  to  "Syntax"  incur  issue  of 
March  2,  index  folio  343. 

A.  J.  D.  (100/38).— Belladonna  plasters  of  any  kind  are  a 
scheduled  poison,  and  cannot  be  sold  law-fully  by  unqualified 
persons. 

A.  W.  W.  (105/47). — A  legal  action  to  recover  money  from 
a  person  from  whom  it  cannot  by  other  means  be  extracted' 
is  not  likely  to  settle  it  "  very  quickly,"  as  the  debtor 
may  convince  the  County  Court  Judge  that  he  has  insuflSi- 
cient  means  to  meet  the  payment  of  the  money  in  one  sum, 
and  all  that  you  may  get  is  an  order  for  payment  of  the 
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whole  in  niontlily  instalments.  Tho  better  plan  would  be 
for  you  to  put  the  matter  in  tho  hands  of  a  debt-collector. 

Homocca  (181/19). — Limited  companies  carrying  on  busi- 
ness as  chemists  under  Section  3  (4)  of  the  Poisons  and 
Pharmacy  Act,  1908,  are  in  the  same  position  as  regards 
"  IX)isonless  "  branch  shops;  they  may  carry  them  on  with- 
out a  qualified  manager  as  drug-stores  without  poisons  and 
without  using  the  title  "chemist  and  druggist"  or  any  of 
its  variants  (see  C.  ct  Z>.  Diary,  p.  437  and  p.  439).  If  the 
company  has  a  title  such  as  "  Branch.  Cash  Chemists.  Ltd.," 
such  title  cannot  be  used  on  the  "  poisonless  "  branches. 

Ammon  (104/35). — (a  and  h)  See  reply  to  "  Syntax  "  in 
■our  issue  of  March  2.  (c)  Registration  as  an  apprentice  or 
student  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  does 
not  meet  the  apprenticeship  condition  of  the  Medicine 
Stamps  Act  exemption.  The  High  Court  decision  in  Kirby 
V.  Taylor  requires  an  apprenticeship  "  by  deed  indentured,  ' 
and  the  Society's  registration  is  not  evidence  of  this  at 
all.  The  indenture  should  be  produced.  If  a  man  was 
apprenticed  forty  years  ago,  and  cannot  now  produce  his 
indentures,  he  is  not  a  privileged  person  as  regards  the 
exemptions.    See  the  C.  <t  D.  Diary,  p.  440  and  p.  443. 

QuiUa  (99/8)  is  of  opinion  that  as  long  as  a  medicine 
is  free  froni  stamp-duty  it  is  not  necessary  to  have  the  patent- 
medicine  licence.  This  depends  upon  how  the  medicines  are 
■offered  for  sale;  if  held  out  or  recommended  for  the  pre- 
vention, cure,  or  relief  of  human  ailments  they  come  within 
the  provisions  of  the  Medicine  Stamp  Acts."  If  so  held 
■out  the  vendors  must  be  privileged  persons  (for  example, 
registered  chemists),  or  licensed  to  sell  such  medicines,  unless 
they  are  mentioned  in  the  Books  of  Rates.  If  the  medicines 
(simple  or  compound)  are  not  held  out  as  above  stated, 
they  are  outside  the  statutes,  and  no  licence  is  required  for 
their  sale.  Medicines  described  by  body  names  are  in  this 
category. 

J.  E.  (189/36).— (1)  We  cannot  tell  whether  or  not  the 
oame  referred  to  by  you  is  registered  as  a  trade-mark,  but 
if  vou  suspect  that  your  label  is  an  infringement  of  .some- 
one's property  you  should  have  mentioned  that  fact  to  us, 
-and  any  other  reasons  which  induced  you  to  submit  the 
query,  so  that  we  should  be  in  a  better  position  to  advise 
you.  (2)  The  Shops  Act,  1911,  extends  to  Ireland,  but  it 
does  not  extend  to  any  rural  district  or  part  of  a  rural 
district  there,  and  does  not  affect  the  powers  or  duties 
under  the  Shops  Regulation  Acts,  1892  to  1904,  of  the  Com- 
missioners  of  any  town  or  township  not  Ijeing  an  urban 
district.  Besides  the  exemptions  of  Schedule  2  as  regards 
certain  trades  and  businesses,  including  the  sale  of  medicines 
and  medical  and  surgical  appliances,  there  are  various 
modifications  of  the  Great  Britain  provisions,  especially  as 
regards  the  shop-assistants'  half-holiday.  All  this  -"vas  set 
forth  in  the  C.  ct  D..  Januar.v  13. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

■We  do  not  as  a  rule  repeat  information  ■which  has  been  given  in  this 
section  during  the  past  twelve  months,  as  it  occupies  space 
which  can  be  more  profitably  utilised  for  other  information. 
In  such  cases  the  numbers  are  mentioned,  and  if  querists 
cannot  refer  to  these  they  may  obtain  the  numbers  from  the 
"  C.  &  D."  Office  at  the  published  prices,  usually  6d. 

We  do  not  undertake  to  analyse  and  report  upon  proprietary  articles, 
and  when  samples  are  sent  particulars  should  be  supplied  to 
us  as  to  their  origin,  what  they  are,  what  they  are  used  for 
and  how. 


Alkaloid  (95;69).— PoT.vssiuM  Bromide  and  SoLrTiON  of 
Strychnine  are  not  therapeutically  incompatible,  for  the 
physiological  action  of  the  one  occurs  before  the  other,  and 
they  are  prescribed  together  expressly  for  this  reason. 
Twenty  minims  of  solution  of  .strychnine  and  40  grains  of 
potassium  bromide  in  a  6-oz.  aqueous  mixture  ■do  not  yield 
a  precipitate  of  strychnine  bromide,  which  was  the  poisonous 
precipitate  in  the  historic  case  whore  a  lady  lost  her  life 
with  the  last  dose  of  medicine.  In  that  case  there  were 
1  grain  of  sulphate  of  strychnine  and  7  drachms  of  potas- 
sium bromide  in  an  8-oz.  mixture.  In  this  case  potassium 
bromide  salts  out  the  strychnine  bromide  formed.  It  is 
not  so  in  the  case  of  the  tonic  mentioned  by  vou.  The  acids 
in  the  mixture  will  not  liberate  bromine  from  the  potassium 
bromide. 

E.  J.  (98;il).— The  papers  set  at  the  Apothecaries' 
Assistants'  examination  are  not  published,  but  vou  will  find 
an  account  of  the  examination  in  the  C.  <£•  D.  Coloured 
Supplement  of  January  6.  Ince's  "  Latin  Grammar  of 
Pharmacy "  (5.--.).  and  Bennett's  "  Medical  and  Pharma- 
•oeutic.al  Latin  "  (published  by  Churchill  at  ts.)  will  help 
you  in  prescription-reading. 


V.  U.  J.  (106/3).— Ethereal  Extr.\cts  of  Spices  should  be 
made  with  anhydrous  ether,  the  greater  part  of  the  ether 
evaporated  off  on  a  water-bath  at  50°  C,  and  the  residue 
dried  over  calcium  chloride  in  an  exhausted  desiccator  for 
an  hour,  when  a  practically  constant  weight  is  obtained 
(see  C.  &  D.,  1911,  I.,  673). 

O'H.  (fc  E.  (84/56).— Worm-powders  foe  Pigs.— A  good 
worm-powder  with  tonic  properties  and  also  inexpensive  is 
as  follows : 

Ferri  sulph   3ss. 

Sulph.  suD., 

Pulv.  arecse   aa.  3j. 

Antim.  tart   gr.  v.-x. 

Salis  comm   3j.-iv. 

Ft.  pulv.    "  The  powder  to  be  given  on  an  empty 
stomach." 

Linctus  (103/2). — Vebmin-killeh.— We  have  not  obtained 
a  crumbly  mass  with  the  formula  given  in  the  C.  &  D., 
January  6,  index  folio  21,  but  such  a  condition  could  be 
overcome  by  replacing  some  of  the  tallow  with  olive  oil. 

Bleacher  (93/54). — The  method  of  bleaching  tripe  was  de- 
scribed in  the  C.  <&  D.,  March  25,  1911,  index  folio  456. 

J.  T.  It.  (98/40).— Books  on  Perfumery.— Piesse's  "  Art  of 
Perfumery  ''  is  out  of  print,  but  a  French  edition  was 
published' in  1909  under  tne  title  "  Chimie  des  Parfums  et 
Fabrication  des  Essences  "  (Bailliere,  4  fr.).  There  is  a 
good  chapter  on  perfumes  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas," 
and  another  work  is  Askinson's  "  Perfumes  and  their  Pre- 
parations "  (Spon,  12s.  6(Z.).  Durvelle's  "  Nouveau  Guide 
du  Parfumeur  "  (Desforges,  Paris,  5  fr.)  is  also  good;  it 
was  published  in  1908. 

G.  T.  (89/54). — Waterproof  Ink. — The  variety  which  has 
for  a  base  a  .solution  of  shellac  in  borax  solution  is  employed 
as  a  waterproof  ink.  The  base  is  made  by  boiling  together 
shellac  1  lb.,  borax  i  lb.,  in  one  gal.  of  water,  and  this 
kind  of  ink  is  generally  completed  by  the  addition  of  5  lb. 
of  gum  acacia  and  a  suitable  quantity  of  aniline  dye. 
Williams's  sell  a  special  ink-black  for  the  purpose. 

B.  F.  r.  (89/72).— The  problem  of  working  out  the  for- 
mula for  an  insulating  varnish  for  wire  which  will  stand  a 
high  temperature  is  one  which  should  be  given  to  a  research 
chemist. 

Cream  (95/28).— Tragacanth  Toilet-cream. — The  following 
is  a  simple  but  excellent  formula  of  the  type  you  require : 


Powdered  tragacanth    sij. 

Oil  of  rose-geranium    raxv. 

Rectified  spirit    3ss. 

Glycerin    3iij. 

Water  ...       ...       ...       ...  3vj. 


Dissolve  the  oil  of  rose-geranium  in  the  spirit  and  add 
to  the  tragacanth  contained  in  a  mortar;  mix  well,  then 
add,  all  at  once,  the  glycerin  and  water  previously  mixed 
and  stir  until  uniform. 

/.  B.  (Transvaal)  (96/55). — Nitrated  cotton  in  place  of 
rice-powder  would  probably  do  aw'ay  with  the  smoke  diffi- 
culty experienced  with  the  mining  fuses,  but  we  do  not  care 
to  advise  you  on  this  dangerous  matter. 

.-1.  r.  (Genoa)  (7/2). — H.amamelis-cream.— The  following  is 
from  the  new  edition  of  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  : 


Stearic  acid   3iiss. 

Sodium  carbonate   jiij. 

Glycerin      giij. 

Solution  of  hamamelis,  B.P.     ...  5xij. 

Water  to     5xxv. 


Place  the  stearic  acid  in  a  water-bath,  and  when  it  is 
melted  add  the  sodium  carbonate  and  glycerin  dissolved  in 
2  oz.  of  hot  water.  Heat,  with  constant  stirring,  until  effer- 
vescence ceases;  add  water  to  make  the  product  weigh  13  oz., 
and  finally  the  solution  of  hamamelis.  Stir  till  smooth, 
heating  a  little  if  necessary,  and  beat  to  a  foam  in  a  warm 
mortar. 

Manaiycr  (90/36). — Blood-mixture. — The  following  is 
"  P.F.  i4  "  formula: 

Potass,  iodid.    5ss. 

Potass,  chlorat  siss. 

Dec.  sarsae  cone  5ss. 

Aq.  chlorof.  ad    Sviij. 

Misce.    One  tablespoonful  thrice  daily  after  food. 

S.  D.  (99/25). — We  have  searched  through  a.  number  of 
London  Directories  of  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  cen- 
turies down  to  1866,  but  cannot  find  a  scalemaker  of  the  name 
you  mention. 
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J .  H.  D.  (103/64). — Dey-shampoo  Liquid. — We  think  your 
difficulty  is  in  regard  to  the  proportion  of  spirit ;  if  too 
little  is  used  the  drying  properties  are  impaired,  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  an  unduly  large  proportion  is  employed 
the  lathering  properties  are  not  good.  The  following  are 
two  recent  formulae,  with  which  you  should  experiment, 
although  we  think  that  the  adjustment  has  been  fairly  well 
carried  out : 


Soap-spirit  ...       ...  40  c.c. 

Potassium  carbonate  5  grams 


810  c.c. 
40 
5 


c.c. 
c.c. 


Soap-spirit  250  c.c. 

Spirit   :  100  c.c. 

Eau  de  Cologne  ...  50     c.c.  Rose-water 
Acetic  ether         ...     2.5  c.c.  '  Quillaia  tincture  ... 

Glycerin   50     c.c.    Ammonia  solution 

Ammonia  solution      5     c.c.  1  Rum  ...       ...100  c.c. 

Terpineol    ...       ...  20in.  [ 

Bergamot  oil  ...  40in.  I 
Distilled  water     ...  545     c.c.  I 

Stand  8  days,  then  filter 
bright  by  the  aid  of  kaolin.  I 

The  soai)-s2}irit  is  made  as  follows : 

Olive   oil    3  oz.  (weight) 

Caustic  potash  (90-per-cent.)    260  grains 
Spirit  ...       ...       ...         17  oz. 

Water  ...       ...       ...       a  sufficiency 

Dissolve  the  potash  in  3  oz.  of  water  and  mix  with  the  oil 
and  4^  oz.  of  the  spirit  in  a  water-bath,  heating  until  saponi- 
fication is  complete  and  a  sample  of  the  product  makes  a 
clear  mixture  with  water  and  spirit.  Then  add  the  rest 
of  the  alcohol,  and  after  two  or  three  clays  filter. 

The  quillaia  tincture  is  made  by  percolating  20  parts  of 
coarsely  powdered  quillaia-bark  with  a  mixture  of  20  parts 
of  spirit  and  80  parts  of  water. 

K.  K.  (Osaka)  (92/11). — (1)  Tripoli  and  emery  are  natural 
polishing-substances  prepared  for  use  by  a  process  of  elutria- 
tion.    (2)  Lacquers  : 


1. 

For  Brass. 

Gamboge   

Aloes 
Shellac 
Spirit 

(S)  Flea-eepellant. 


2. 

For  Copper. 

Mastic   8  oz. 

Ij  oz.         Camphor     ...       ...   6  oz. 

oz.         Sandarac   15  oz. 

1    gal.       Bleached  shellac  ...  15  oz. 

Spirit         ...       ...    3  gal 

The  following  are  useful  liquids 


for 


applying  to  the  clothing  and  spraying  on  bedding  : 


..  50  drops 
..  50  drop 
. .   1  oz. 
..  3  oz. 


1.  I  2. 

Carbolic  acid  ...  100  grains  I  Bergamot  oil 
Bergamot  oil  ...  50  drops  i  Thyme  oil  ... 
Eau  de  Cologne.  !  Benzol 

Proof  spirit,  of  each   4  oz.       i  Spirit 

Harcourt  (97/24).— HoNEY  and  Flowees  Haie-wash. — This 
preparation  is  generally  of  similar  composition  to  honey- 
water,  but  the  following  is  the  formula  for  a  cheaper  pre- 
paration : 

Acetic  acid    jj. 

Essence  of  millefleur    jj. 

Honey    ^i-  .. 

Rose-water    ...    jxvij. 

Mix  and  filter  bright. 
The  lotion  is  generally  tinted  with  a  little  aniline  yellow. 

It.  M.  H.  (100/61).— Permanent  Frosting  of  Glas.s  is 
generally  accomplished  with  white  paint  which  is  afterwards 
"  dabbed  "  with  a  dry  brush  or  sponge. 

.\spirin.  (105/2). — PRESERVING  Jam. — If  jam  contains  60  per 
cent,  of  sugar  no  preservative  is  needed,  but  this  is  only 
attained  by  long  boiling.  Salicylic  acid  in  the  proportion 
of  5  oz.  to  1  cwt.  is  used,  with  the  result  that  the  finished 
jam  contains  more  water,  but  is  improved  in  colour  and 
consistency  and  keeps  well. 

F.  .4.  H.  (104/58).— (1)  Marine  Glue.— We  think  that  a 
modification  of  the  first  formula  (C .  &  D.,  January  13,  index 
folio  70)  would  meet  your  requirements.  We  .suggest  that 
the  proportion  of  oil  be  increased  so  as  to  diminish  the 
brittleness  to  which  objection  is  taken.  (2)  Anti-fouling 
Co-MPOSITIOX. — The  most  active  anti-fouling  agent  is  mercury 
perchloride.  but  owing  to  its  ready  solubility  it  cannot  be 
used  directly.  A  form  which  yields  mercury  perchloride  by 
the  action  of  sea-water  is  mercuric  oxide,  this  idea  being 
pnd>odied  in  the  formula  given  in  the  C.  &  D.,  December  2, 
1911,  index  folio  833.  The  problem  is  fairly  simple  in  the 
ca.se  of  wooden  vessels,  except  that  boring  worms  have  to 
be  guarded  against;  with  iron  vessels  metallic  copper  is 
inadmissible. 

Mindcrerus  (95/13).— LiQ.  Ammon.  Acet.  Conc.  (1-7).— We 
srave  a  formula  for  this  in  the  C.  tfc  D.,  April  1,  1911,  index 
folio  494. 


Kcmo  (94/19).— Brown  Colouring  for  Mixture.— There 
are  not  many  subst.anc3s  which  may  usefully  be  employed 
for  colouring  mist.  quin.  et  ferr.  ;  generally  sufBcient  colour 
is  obtained  from  inf.  calumbae  conc.  or  inf.  chiratae  conc. 

Curious  (91/37). — We  suggest  that  hfematein,  the  colouring- 
matter  of  logwood,  is  required  in  the  recipe  ;  but  you  do 
not  say  for  what  purpose  the  mixture  is  employed. 

H.  C.  (103/65). — Blue-violet  Ink. — This  is  an  ink  made  by 
dissolving  aniline  dye  in  the  proportion  of  60  grains  to  from 
6  oz.  to  8  Qz.  of  water.  The  best  dyes  to  employ  are.  indigo 
carmine,  soluble  blue  T.,  and  acid  violet  4  B.L..  the  last- 
named  being  the  violet  constituent  which  predominates  in. 
your  sample. 

Arant  (91/63). — Nail-biting.— You  appear  to  have  tried 
the  usual  bitter  applications  for  curing  the  nail-biting  by 
child.  You  do  not  say  the  age  of  the  child,  but  probably 
in  this  ca.se  a  strict  mental  n'gimc  is  the  oidy  way  to  cure 
the  habit.  If  the  child  is  very  young,  tying  up  the  hands 
and  toes  in  mittens  might  be  tried ;  but  if  old  enough  to 
underetand  the  difference  between  right  and  wrong  it  should 
be  very  strictly  supervised  for  a  considerable  period,  every 
attempt  to  return  to  the  vicious  habit  being  rigorously  sup- 
pressed. The  practice  is  the  result  of  allowing  a  habit  of 
mind  to  grow  until  the  action  engendered  has  become 
automatic. 

Steel  (71/41). — Etching  Steel. — It  is  not  easy  to  say 
definitely  what  powder  was  supplied  by  the  cheap- jack  for 
the  purpose  of  etehing,  but  powdered  copper  sulphate 
moistened  with  vinegar  etches  deeply  into  steel.  Another 
powder  which  answers  is  a  mixture  of 

Copper  sulphate    2  oz. 

Alum   5  oz. 

Salt    i  oz. 

For  use  this  is  mixed  with  about  g  ijint  of  vinegar,  and  a. 
few  drops  of  nitric  acid  improves  it,  but  it  can  be  employed 
if  moistened  simply  with  water. 

Pills  (69/56). — (1)  Origin  of  Godfrey's  Cordial. — The  fol- 
lowing advertisement,  taken  from  Reed's  "  Weekly  Journal," 
February  22,  1722,  throws  light  on  the  origin  of  Godfrey's 
Cordial : 

To  all  retailers  and  others.  The  general  cordial  formerly 
sold  by  Mr.  Thomas  Godfrey,  of  Hunsdon,  in  HertforcJ- 
shire,  deceas'd.  is  now  prcpar'd  according  to  a  receipt 
written  by  his  own  hand,  and  by  him  given  to  my  wife, 
his  relation,  is  now  sold  by  me  Tho.  Humphreys,  of  Ware, 
in  the  said  county.  Surgeon,  or  at  John  Humphreys,  at 
the  Head  and  Sheers  in  Jewin  Street,  near  Cripplegate, 
London. 

Godfrey's  Cordial  was  named  in  the  Medicine  Stamp  Act 
of  1812,  and  in  the  "  Pharmacopceia  Empirica,"  published  in 
the  "Gentleman's  Magazine,''  1748,  is  mentioned  Godfrey's 
Cordial,  with  the  place  of  manufacture  as  Newcastle.  Its 
virtues  are  given  as  stomachic,  so  that  this  may  not  refer 
to  the  well-known  sedative  cordial.  It  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  the  subject  of  a  patent.  (2)  You  do  not  say 
whether  you  require  the  terebene  emulsion  for  medicinal 
or  horticultural  use. 

/.  W.  A.  (71/54).— PiNE-SPRAY. — This  can  be  produced  by 
adding  sanitas  oil  to  resin  ,spirit ;  the  proportion  you  can, 
readily  determine  after  trial. 


Retrospect  of  Fifty  Years  Ago. 

Reprinted  from  ";!The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  JVlarcli  is.  1862. 


Granular  Medicines. 

By  the  process  of  granulation,  medicines  are  prepared  ia 
a  granular  form  like  that  of  gunpowder,  mucilage  being 
used  to  cause  the  powder  to  adhere.  The  granules,  when 
formed,  are  next  coated  by  means  of  a  solution  of  tolu  in 
spirit;  this  gives  them  a  thin  varnish,  that  renders  them  for 
a  few  minutes  insoluble,  so  that  they  can  be  stirred  into 
water  and  swallowed,  without  producing  any  impression  on 
the  nerves  of  taste.  The  advantage  of  this  form  of  pre- 
paration over  the  ordinary  impalpable  powder  is  too  evident 
to  need  remark.  That  such  bulky  and  disagreeable  medi- 
cines as  rhubarb.  Gregory's  powder,  etc..  should  _  be 
swiallowed  in  a  tasteless  form  is  a  boon  alike  to  the  patient 
and  physician.  The  samples  forwarded  to  us  by  Mr. 
Banner,  of  Liverpool  (who  has  followed  the  suggestions  of 
Dr.  Skinner  on  this  subject),  consist  of  rhubarb,  Gregory's 
powder,  and  charcoal ;  but  the  process  is  equally  applicable 
to  other  .remedies,  and  with  those  that  are  particularly  sapid,, 
as  cubebs,  and  it  evidently  offers  the  greatest  advantages. 
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